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SOVLET MILITARY ENCYCLOPEDIA REVIEWED 
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[Review by Arm Gen Ye. Mal'tsev of the “Sovetskaya Voyennaya Entsiklopediya" 
(Soviet Military Encyclopedia), Mar SU N. V. Ogarkov, Chairman of the Main Editorial 
Commission, in 8 volumes, Moscow, Voyenizdat, 1976-1980) 


[Text] The publishing of the eight-volume "Soviet Military Encyclopedia" [SVE] has 
been a significant event in the life of our Armed Forces and in the development of 
military ecience. This is the first time that such a publication has been carried 
out in the Soviet Union. At the beginning of the 1930's, an attempt was made to 
create a Soviet military encyclopedia, but for various reasons this was not success- 
ful; only two volumes were published. 


The urgency of preparing the current publication derived primarily from the fact 
that now the need for a systematized compendium of military knowledge such as the 
SVE ha’ increased sharply. This is explained by the fundamental changes which 
have occurred in military affairs after World War II, by the significant develop- 
ment of Soviet military theory and by the needs of training highly educated mili- 
tary cadres. A very important task of the SVE is to establish a uniform interpre- 
tation of the basic concepts for military science and practice. The latter circum- 
stance is of special significance. It makes it possible to more clearly, and in a 
number of instances uniformly, formulate the basic categories of military science 
and to disclose and analyze the relationships between them. Without this it is 
virtually impossible to have a mathematization of military scientific knowledge, 
and consequently, the automation of troop control and the use of computer facili- 
ties. 


The SVE contains almost 11,000 entries and one-half of them is devoted to major 
military theoretical problems and to important questions in the practice of mili- 
tary organizational development in our nation, the history of our glorious Armed 
Forces and the history of wars and military arts and to biographical sketches of 
military figures and leaders. Naturally no review could even briefly describe them. 
Considering this, we would like to take up just the gost urgent problems dealt with 
in the work. 


First of all this is a publication devoted to an analysis of the sources of the 
military might of our socialist fatherland. For many years now the foreign press 














has been debating the question of the nature of those forces which made it possible 
for the USSR to emerge the victor over numerous enemies which had repeatedly en- 
croached on ite freedom and independence. Marxiem-Leniniem and actual historical 
development provide answers to these questions which are beyond bourgeois ideo ’ 
The reader will find their exposition in the SVE and in particular in euch articles 
as "The Communiet Party of the Soviet Union,” "Military Policy of the CPSU" and 
others. They bring out the leading and directing activities of the CPSU as the 
militant tested vanguard of the Soviet people and uniting the most conscious part 
of the working class, the kolkhog peasantry and the intelligentsia. They show ite 
essence as the higher form of sociopolitical organization, and emphasize that the 
most important source of our victories and the greatest possible strengthening of 
the Soviet Armed Forces lies in their wise leadership by the Communist Party. 


The party in all stages of its history has devoted great at .ention to military 
questions. It has elaborated a Marxist-Leninist military policy and in accord with 
the changing foreign policy conditions and circumstances has developed and improved 
it. Military policy is a part of CPSU policy. It defines the goals and tasks of 
the armed struggle of the working class and ite allies to establish the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat; the organization of the defense of the socialist father- 
land and the or anizational development of the Soviet Armed Forces; the creation of 
favorable conc _.ons for building socialism and communism; along with the other 
socialist countries ensuring the security of the nations of the socialist common- 
wealth and the dependable defense of the victories of socialism and peace through- 
out the world. 


In many articles the reader will find information on the decisions of the CPSU con- 
gresses, on military questions, the derrees of the CPSU Central Committee related 
to the strengthening of national defe..s.e capability, on the purposeful and unstint- 
ing activities of the party and its Central Committee during the period of the 
Great Patriotic War and the postwar years. 


Of great interest are the articles . the founders of Marxism-Leninism K. Marx, 

F. Engels and V. I. Lenin. Indivicval entries are devoted to their basic military 
theoretical works. The encyclopedia thoroughly analyzes Lenin's gwilitary theoreti- 
cal heritage. The articles dev. ed to Lenin's works "War and Revolution,” "Social- 
ism and War,” “The Military Program of the Proletarian Revolution,” "Marxism and 
Revolt" and many others thoroughly review the system of views of the revolution's 
leader about the problems of war and the army, war and peace. 


The works of the founders of Marxism-Leninism and the decisions of our party lie at 
the basis of Soviet military theory. Many materials in the eight-volume work are 
devoted to its problems. Among them the articles "Military Science” and "Military 
Strategy” 1 of the greatest significance. They provide a clear understanding of 
the ideolog .a!' ~e¢ methodological bases of Soviet military science, its essence, 
structure and func. ons. Military strategy is defined as a component part of mili- 
tary art, its higher area encompassing the theory and practice of preparing the 
nation and the armed forces f°r war, the planning and conduct of war and strategic 
operations. 


The articles “Military Might,” "Milits., Potential,” "Military-Economic Potential,” 
"Military-Political Potential,” “Scientitic Potential,” “Factore of War" and others 














disclose the scientific, Marxist-Leninist understanding of a state's wilitary might, 
ite sources and component elements, Military might is the aggregate of all the ma- 
terial and spiritual forces of a state of coalition of countries, their ability to 
mobilize all forces for achieving the objectives of the war. Military might depends 
upon the social and state system, the dominant ideology in the society, and upon 
the objectives and taske for the sake of which this might is created and developed. 
For this reason 4 state which wages 4 just war has greater advantages for realizing 
ite military might than does 4 state conducting an unjust war. towever, these ad- 
vantages do not operate automatically. They are apparent throug! (\« active under- 
takings of people, the state organizations and parties. The arti-les devoted to 
the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet people against fascist Germany and militaris- 
tic Japan clearly show the basic advantages of the socialist system due to which 
the military might of our nation wae brilliantly utilized in the achieving of vic- 
tory. 


The designated articles also provide a notion of the modern structuie of a state's 
military might. They not only disclose the content of each of its component ele- 
ments but also show their interaction. “The party,” said the member of the Polit- 
buro of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR Minister of Defense Mar SU D. F. 
Ustinov, “strictly follows Lenin's instructions on the dialectical unity of the 
economic, scientific-technical, moral-political and military potentials as the 
basic components in the defense might of a state." 


A significant number of materials of a military-political nature is devoted to an 
analysis of the essence and sources of the outbreak of wars, to their classifica- 
tion and effect on the historical process. These are examined using enormous his- 
torical mea al. The encyclopedia has analyzed from Marxist positions some 130 
wars and around 650 battles, operations and engagements. 


War, as is pointed out in the entry of the same name, is a continuation of the 
policy of the ruling classes by violent means. The article shows the class na ure 
of this phenomenon which arises out of exploiting socioeconomic formations. A pro- 
found analysis of the sources of wars in the modern era, the SVE emphasizes, has 
made it possible for our party to conclude that as long as imperialism exists the 
possibility of the outbreak of aggressive wars will remain. The threat to world 
peace and the security of peoples is presently being increased by the hegemonistic, 
anti-Soviet policy of the current Beijing leadership and by its direct collusion 
with the aggressive circles of imperialisa. 


The danger of modern war, if the imperialists succeed in starting it, is further 
aggravated by the fact that it will involve many countries and peoples of the 
world and will be a great disaster for all mankind. Weapons of mass destruction 
will give unprecedented scope to a war and make it the most destructive. 


The question of whether or not there will be a world war is being determined by the 
struggle of all peace-loving forces against imperialism and the entire internation- 
al reaction. This struggle is headed by the USSR and the other nations of the 
socialist commonwealth. Our party is consistently and steadily carrying out 
Lenin's peace policy. It is in favor of a lessening of international tension, for 
limiting the arms race and for excluding wars from the practice of international 
relations. “Our objective,” pointed out Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, “is a lasting 














peace and security for the Soviet people, lasting peace and peaceful coexistence 
between all estates of the world. We will struggle constantly to achieve this ob- 
jective sparing neither energy nor forces." 


The unceasing struggle of the CPSU and the Soviet people, the fraternal parties and 
peoples of socialist countries for a lasting peace, for a strengthening of their 
international authority, for the growth of economic and defense capabilities might 
have significantly strengthened the positions of the supporters of peace. Even now 
there is no fatal inevitability of war. However the possibility ot its outoreax 
has still not been completely eliminated. In recent years, when the U.S. ruling 
circles began @ new increase in the arms race, the international situation has be- 
come sharply more acute. Under these conditions, the CPSU and the Soviet govern- 
ment are doing everything necessary to strengthen the defense might of our nation. 
Together with the Warsaw Pact countries, measures are being taken to protect the 
achievements of socialism on an international scale. 


Among the types of wars in the modern age, the SVE with particular thoroughness and 
profoundness has analyzed wars in the defense of the socialist fatherland. The 
apprvpriate article points out that such wars represent the armed struggle of a 
socialist stat« ind people under the leadership of the communist (workers) party 
aimed at pres ...ng and strengthening the victories of socialism and defending the 
territorial integrity, sovereignty and state interests of the socialist countries. 
They are among the just wars. Participation in them is a sacred duty, a legal and 
moral obligation of each citizen in a socialist country. In our state this provi- 
sion has been reinforced in the USSR Constitution (Basic Law). The encyclopedia 
profoundly and thoroughly analyzes the problems of party political work in the 
Soviet Armed Forces, communist and mil tary indoctrination, the combat and moral- 
political preparation of the troops e.d their psychological conditioning. The 
articles “Party Political Work in the Soviet Army and Navy," "Party Political Work 
Under a Combat Situation” and others bring out the essence of this important area 
of our party's activities in leading the Armed Forces and raising their combat 
readiness. Party political work i...ludes ideological and organizational activities 
by nme military councils, the po.i’ cal bod’er, the commanders and political work- 
ers, the party organizations of the Army and Navy. This is the theory and prac- 
tice of indoctrinating the serv’ emen ir a spirit of communist awareness, Soviet 
patriotism, internationalism, political vigilance and class hate for the enemies 
of the socialist fatherland, loyalty to military duty and the military oath and 
constant readiness to come to the defense of socialist victories, the peaceful 
labor of the Soviet people, the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the USSR 
and carry out one's international duty. 


Party politica’ work represents an ordered system of measures in the area of con- 
sistently ca -/ing out party policy in the Armed Forces. 


A merit of the de..csnated entries is not only the disclosure of theoretical prob- 
lems but also a generalizing of enormous practical experience in the area of party 
political work. It is notewe-thy and valuable that virtually all the materials on 
the operations of the Soviet troops during the years of the Great Patriotic War 
point to the basic tasks and objectives of party political work, its nature and 
features. The encyclopedia also contai.s extensive information on all the most 
important CPSU documents which define the objectives, content, areas and forms of 

















this work in the Armed Forces during all the historical stages of their develop- 
ment. 


The articles "Party Construction in the USSR Armed Forces," "Political Bodies," 
"Party Organizations in the USSR Armed Forces" take up the structure of the politi- 
cal bodies in our Army and Navy, their rights and basic forms of work. They show 
the principles of relationships between the solely-responsible commanders and the 
party organizations as formulated in the Instructions to the CPSU Organizations in 
the Soviet Army and Navy. 


Numerous materials in the encyclopedia thoroughly examine the problems of communist 
and military indoctrination. The article "Communist Indoctrination of the Mili- 
tary" emphasizes that the party sees its objective in indoctrinating all the Soviet 
people in the ideas of Marxism-Leninism. in terms of the army, communist indoc- 
trination consists in the purposeful anu planned shaping of Marxist-Leninist views 
and convictions and in indoctrinatiug servicemen who are dedicated to the cause of 
communism and in whom high ideological convictions are manifested in the exemplary 
carrying out of military duty. 


The entries on moral-political training, moral-combat qualities, psychological 
conditioning and others examine the system of measures aimed at developing in the 
servicemen the combat, moral and psychological qualities needed for successfully 
carrying out combat missions and for achieving victory in a war. Under present- 
day conditions, the importance of the moral-political and psychological training 

of the personnel of the Armed Forces has increased significantly. This is caused 
primarily by the fact that in the event that the imperialists succeed in starting 

a war, it will be the decisive armed clash between the two opposing world systems, 
imperialism and socialism. The decisiveness of the political objectives in this 
war, its just nature for the side of socialism and its rapacious nature for imperi- 
alism and the possible use of strategic nuclear missiles, modern military equipment 
and weapons in it necessitate the mobilizing of all the spiritual forces of the 
men. 


Indoctrination of Soviet patriotiem and proletarian internationalism in the serv- 
icemen is one of the most important areas of moral-political training. The appro- 
priate articles of the encyclopedia show the inseparable link between these im- 
portant character traits of the Soviet people. 


"The interests of fraternity and the solidarity of work -s from different nations,” 
commented V. I. Lenin, should lie at the basis of the urity of the workers. The 
internationalism «f the Soviet military was clearly manifested during the years of 
the Great Patriotic War. The article "The Liberating Mission of the Soviet Armed 
Forces in the Great Patriotic War" points out that around 7 million Soviet soldiers 
for more than a year conducted fierce engagements against the fascists on the ter- 
ritory of 12 European and Asian countries. They brought freedom to hundreds of 
millions of peop'e. More than 1 million Soviet soldiers gave up their lives for 
the liberation of the enslaved peoples. With the rise of the socialist countries, 
the patriotism of citizens in a socialist society is embodied in dedication and 
loyalty to their motherland and to the entire socialist community. 








The SVE has taken a definite step ahead in an understanding of the relatioship be- 
tween moral-political training and the psychological conditioning of the troops. 
Being closely interrelated, they are shown as relatively independent types of 
training for the personnel of the Armed Forces. It is emphasized that moral- 
political training holds the leading place, it is the basis of paychoiogical train- 
ing and determines its content and use. Such an understanding is fundamentally 
different from the attempts by bourgeois military theoreticians and practical work- 
ers to put peychological training in the forefront and to follow the line of psay- 
chologizing troop morale. 


The successful carrying out of moral-political and psychological training of the 
troops as a single whole is ultimately directed at developing such qualities of the 
Soviet military as loyalty to duty, to the oath, combat activeness, discipline, 
steadfastness, courage, bravery, decisiveness, desire for v.ctory over the enemy, 
initiative, military mastery and ohysical endurance. A particular feature of the 
reviewed work is the fact that it not only discloses the content of the most im- 
portant of these but also give numerous examples of the manifestation of these 
qualities among the Soviet military. 


The encyclopedi contains biographical sketches of heroes of the Civil Great 
Patriotic war © Heroes of the Soviet Union, the full winners of the Order of 
Glory, cosmouauts, Soviet army and navy leaders, military chiefs and prominent 
political workers. The life and activities of these persons and their military 
feats do and will serve as an instructive example for the Soviet youth and for the 
men of the Armed Forces. 


The problems of military training are examined in the articles "Military Training," 
"Military Preparation,” "Operational “raining” and others. They emphasize the 
necessity of bringing training as close as possible to combat conditions, of show- 
ing greater activeness and creativity in the exercises, constantly improving their 
content, forms and methods and utilizing advanced training techniques and equipment. 
The notion is consistently advancec of the need for a close unity in the processes 
of troop instruction and indoctrinstion. “All indoctrinational work,” points out 
the member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR Minister of 
Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, " sould be organically combined with military train- 
ing. with the strengthening of military discipline, a further rise in combat readi- 
nese and the carrying out of other tasks.” The SVE provides a terse and precise 
description of the basic methods of personnel training and the ways to increase the 
effectiveness of the training process and utilize the most recent methods and 
equipment in this. 


In conclusion, it must be pointed out t.at the SVE, under tne conditions of the 
strengthen’, .deological clash between the two social systems, will serve 1s an 
aid in the rv cle against the bourgeois falsifiers of history who endeavor at 
any price to play ~ wn the world historical accomplishments of our Armed Forces in 
defending the Soviet state ogainst aggressors and in ensuring peace throughout the 
world. [It is also praisewort’v that the publication is marked by excellent print- 
ing work. It contains attra.t ive diagrams and maps of the major engagements and 
battles as well as colored repioaguct ons of well-known Russian and Soviet military 
artists. However it is regrettable *ta. the editors and compilers have overlooked 
the possibility to incorporate an"Alphal ecical Subject and Name Index" which could 























be an unique guide to all eight volumes of the encyclopedia. in the republishing 
of the SVE it would be advisable to prepare such an index as well ae increase the 
coordination of certain articles which are close in content. However, all of this 
does not reduce the high ideological and theoretical level of the reviowed work. 


The SVE has been greeted with great satisfaction not only by @ilitary readers but 
aleo by broad circles of the Soviet public, It has excellently carried out ites 
basic purpose of arming primarily the Soviet military personnel with scientific 
reference knowledge on various sepects of military affaire. 
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ROMANIAN HOWORS OONFERRED ON SOVIET MILITARY MEN 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I Wo 117, 27 Dec 80 pp 1-3 


idential Decree No 719 on Awards of the Medal of Military t to Some Marshals, 
6, Admirals and Officers in the Armed Forces of the 


For the contribution to strengthened friendship between the Army of the Soci- 
Republic of Romania and the Armed Forces of the USSR, on the 25th Anniversary 
©. the Warsaw Pact the president of the Socialist hupublic of Romania hereby decrees: 


Sole Article. The Medal of Military Merit First Class is hereby awarded to the fol- 
lowing comrades: 


Marshal of the Soviet Union Nikolay Vasil'yevich Ogarkov 
Marshal of the Soviet Union Viktor ch Kulikov 
Army General Aleksey Alekseyevich Yepishey 
Marshal of the Soviet Union Sergey Le’ ii dovich Sokolov 








the Fleet of the Soviet Union Sergey Georgiyevich Gorshkov 
the Soviet Union Kirill Semenovich Moskalenko 





Colonel General of Aviatio.. Viadimir Wikitovich Abramov 
Major General Engineer Yevgeniy Ivanovich Avtonomov 
Colone]) Medical Service Vale: '.. Ivanovich Artamonov 


Colonel Engineer Spartak Yemelianovich B.~tsev 

Colonel Nikolay Nikolayevich Butorin 

Army General Semen Petrovich Vasyagin 

Colonel General of Av’ ation Vladimir Ivanovich Voronov 

















n let Rank Aleksandr Wikanorovich Danilin 
one] Engineer Nikolay Aleksandrovich Daitriyev 
Colonel Engineer Yevgeniy Dmitriyevich Doroshenko 
Lieutenant General Ivan Maksimovich Yeremeyev 
Colonel General Ivan Dmitriyevich Yershov 







Maj Engineer Gennadiy 
Colonel Vasiliy Mikhaylovich Katerinich 
Colone] Anatoliy Semenovich Kosin 
Captain lst Rank Valentin Antonovich Kolinko 
iin aaed tibet Einlane ae 
Major General Mikhay] ch Kryakin 
Lieutenant General Aleksey Vasil'yevich Kulakov 
Lieutenant General Konstantin Yakovlevich Kurochkin 
Major General of Aviation Aleksandr Mikhaylovich Kuchusov 
Colonel Konstantin Fedorovich Levcohuk 
Colonel Engineer Vladimir Yefimovich Litvinenko 




















Colonel General of Aviation Ivan Mikhaylovich Moros 
Major General Nikolay Ivanovich Pavlenko 

Colonel Engineer Vasiliy Nikitovich Paramonov 
Marshal of Aviation Aleksandr Ivanovich Pokryshkin 
Colonel Boris Vasil'yevich Pomkhin 
Colonel Engineer Fedor Iosifovich Prozora 
Marshal of Aviation Ivan Ivanovich Pstygo 
Colonel Engineer Yevgeniy Pavlovich Rybakov 
Colonel Grigoriy Gavrilovich Romanov 
Colone] Anatoliy Maksimovich Savenkov 
Colonel Yuriy Konstantinovich Sivalev 

Major General Ivan Ivanovich Sidelnikov 
Colone] Pavel Ivanovich Sidorov 


















Colonel General of Aviation Nikolay Mikhaylovich Skomorokhov 
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Admiral of the Fleet Nikolay Ivanovich Smirnov 
Admiral Aleksey Ivanovich Sorokin 

Lieutenant General Igor' Daitriyevich Stopnikov 
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Captain let Rank Dimitriy Mikhaylovich Terent'yev 
Colone) Arkadiy Afenas'yevich Timorin 
n 2nd Rank Leonid Yakovlevich Titov 
Engineer Anatoliy Sergeyevich Tokarev 
Vice Admiral Svet Savvich Turunov 
General Petr Petrovich Uvarov 
Yevgeniy Aleksandrovich Udovi chenko 
Colonel] Aleksandr Georgiyevich Usanov 
— let Rank Aleksey Antonovich Filimonov 
one] General Engineer Vasiliy Vasil'yevich Pili; pov 
Colone]) Intendance Service Anatoliy Semenovich Khryapin 
Lieutenant General of Aviation Nikolay Andreyevich Teinbal 
General Major Nikolay Vasil'yevich Cherednichenko 
Colonel Mikhayl Grigoriyevich Shalaye 
Major General Medical Service Yully ch Shaposhnikov 
Lieutenant General of Aviation Viadimir Aleksar’rovich Shatalov 
Colonel Intendance Service Nikolay Andreyevich Shevlyakov 
— lst Rank Mor Nikolayevich Shirokov 
onel Engineer Boris Mikhaylovich Shmelev 


Colonel Engineer Y riy Mikhaylovich Shiryayev 
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WARSAW PACT AND GROUPS OF FORCES 


IMPROVEMENT OF FRATERNAL COOPERATION DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 23, Dec 80 signed to press 
19 Nov 80 pp 916 


[Article by Candidate of Economic Sciences T. Bul'ba: “Along the Path of Broaden- 
ing and Deepening Fraternal Cooperation") 


{Text} One of the noteworthy phenomena of the modern world is the fraternal friend- 
ship among the states and peoples comprising the world socialist community and their 
broad and diverse cooperation founded on the principles of Marxiem-Leniniem, on re- 
spect for equality, independence and national sovereignty, on nonintervention into 
internal affairs and on comradely gutual aid and international solidarity. 


On the threshold of the 26th CPSU Congress and the approaching congresses of the 
Marxist-Leninist parties in a number of the socialist countries where, as is known, 
further taeke will be defined in the area of domestic and foreign policy, it is 
valid to ask: What has been done ove: recent years in the sphere of the reciprocal 
ties of the fraternal states? 


Let us begin with political cooperation which plays 4 primary role in the relations 
between the fraternal countries. Precisely it determines the bases of their cooper- 
ation in the area of the economy, science, ideology, culture and so forth. 


The heart of political cooperation is the interparty ties and the interaction of 

the communist and workers parties in the socialist states. And this is understand- 
able. Certainly the Marxist-Leninist parties hold a leading position in a socialist 
society being ite guiding force. For this reason the most important problems of 
socialist and comwunist construction and of modern international life are discussed, 
as @ rule, at meetings of the leaders of these parties. These meetings are both 
@ultilateral and bilateral. 


One of the fruitful forms for the continuous strengthening of the friendship and 
cooperation of the fraternal parties and countries and for coordinating their for- 
eign policy activities has become the traditional Crimean summit meetings. This 
was convincingly demonstrated again by the meetings held in July-August 1980 be- 
tween the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the Pre- 
sidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, with the leaders of the 
eight fraternal parties and nations. The CPSU Central Committee has highly re- 
garded their significance for deepening the interaction of the fraternal states in 
all areas and has fully approved the work carried owt by Comrade L. |. Brezhnev. 
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Along with the Soviet-Vietnamese summit talks held at the beginn of July in 
Moscow, these meetings have become 4 new major stage in the area of strengthening 
the socialist commonwealth. 


In the course of the Crimean meetings there was a broad exchange of information on 
the urgent taske standing at the center of attention of the fraternal parties. 
Thus, there was a thorough discussion of the state and prospects for the develop- 
ment of bilateral relations of the USSR with the socialist countries. In the com- 
ing yeare there are plans to take significant steps ahead in the area of further 
broadening their equal and mutually advantageous economic cooperation. Here par- 
ticular attention was paid to the effectiveness of national economic ties and to 
raising the role of production specialization and cooperation [subcontracting] on 
the basis of coordinated long-term programs. Such ties will be a powerful incen- 
tive for the economic development of the countries in our commonwealth and will 
help to raise the prosperity of the people and carry out the plane for creating the 
material and technical basis of socialiem and communian. 


The current Crimean meetings, like the conference held earlier in the Polish capital 
by the Political Consultative Committee (PCC) of the Warsaw Pact states, strongly 
affirmed that ti.e socialist countries place above all elee the interests of pre- 
serving and st. -ngthening peace and the affirmation of the rights of all peoples to 
free and independent development. Their efforts are presently focused on advancing 
the cause of detente, breathing new life into it, providing a real turnaway from 
the arms race toward disarmament and achieving a just political settlement of con- 
flict situations under the conditions of the international situation which has been 
exacerbated by the United States. 


The results of the Crimean meetings a.e a new, weighty contribution to the further 
deepening of cooperation among the states of the socialist commonwealth in their 
struggle for peace, security and social progress. 


The Warsaw Pact, the 25th annivereary of which was widely celebrated in May of the 
current year, is an effective mecha-iem for the foreign policy interaction of the 
fraternal states and a powerful means for repelling imperialist aggression and 
strengthening peace. By its cluss nature and in terms of its aims and methods of 
activity, the Warsaw Pact differs fundamentally from all the previously and current- 
ly existing international coalitions. This is an alliance of sovereign and equal 
socialist states united by a commonness of the social system and communist ideals, 

a defensive alliance with the aim of strengthening European and international se- 
curity. 


Over the last decade the Warsaw Pact has strengthened its function of coordinating 
the foreigr » licy of the socialist states, the same coordination which provides 
them an opportun. v to operate in concord and in step on the international scene, 
considering both the common interests of entire world socialism as well as the in- 
terests of the individual fraternal countries. “The coordinated policy of the 
socialist countries,” point:* ut Comrade G. Husak at the 15th CPCZ [Czechoslovak 
Communist Party] Congress, “provided Czechoslovakia with an opportunity to make 
progress in such important areas as nullifying the Munich diktat, normalizing rela- 
tions with the FRG and Austria and in so'ving a number of other serious problems 
which for a long time after the war had remained open.” 
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The socialist nations have provided great political, economic and military aid to 
Vietnam, Relying upon their support, the Vietnamese people drove out the American 
aggressors. As 4 result the most important attempt since World War Il by ‘mperial- 
iem to deal with 4 socialist state by force of arma and to suffocate the national 
liberation revolution in Southeast Asia was defeated. The victory led to the re- 
——— of Vietnam and to the formation of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in 
976. 


The highest body of the Warsaw Pact ia the PCC and all major international ques-~ 
tions are within the scope of ite vision. On a basis of a comradely exchange of 
opinions, the PCC determines the general approach to the key problems of inter- 
national relations standing at the center of attention of the fraternal parties, 
their central committees and the governments of the allied states. 


The actual work of the PCC has developed in such a manner that ite sessions, ae a4 
rule, are attended by the general and first secretaries of the central committees 
of the communist and workers parties of the Warsaw Pact states as well as by the 
heads of government. The jubilee meeting of the Warsaw Pact PCC was conducted on 
such a level on 14-15 May 1980. It became a new vivid demonstration of the profound 
adherence of the fraternal countries to the principles of internationalism and their 
unswerving solidarity with all peoples fighting to strengthen political and economic 
independence and for the right to determine their own fate. In decisively condemn- 
ing the flagrant intervention of the forces of imperialism and hegemoniem into the 
internal affaire of other states, the countries of the socialist commonwealth have 
acted continuously to settle conflicts by political means and have pointed to spe- 
cific ways which could lead to the untying of difficult knots in international 
policy. The declaration, statement and other documents of the meeting provided a 
profound evaluation of the present international situation with all its complexity 
and uniqueness and new major initiatives were proposed in the aim of strengthening 
European and world-wide peace. 


In the coordinating of foreign policy activities among the socialist countries a 
special place is held by the interaction of the ministries of foreign affairs which, 
in carrying out the will of the ruling parties, implement the foreign policy elab- 
orated by them. The foreign ministers meetings are organized periodically to im- 
plement the initiatives made by the PCC and to elaborate coordinated tactics on the 
urgent problems of international life. The contacts on this level are both of a 
multilateral and bilateral nature and are carried out in the form of meetings and 
consultations during official visits and unofficial meetings. They have already 
become an inseparable element in the international relations of the countries of 
the socialist commonwealth. 


The Bucharest PCC Conference (1976) marked a new qualitative stage in the develop- 
ment of close cooperation among the socialist countries. Its decision to set up a 
Foreign Ministers Committee and Joint Secretariat was to aid in further improving 
political cooperation among the Warsaw Pact states. The giving of the appropriate 
organizational forms to the cooperation of the ministers of foreign affairs meant 
an increase in the stability and planned nature of ties among the fraternal coun- 
tries in the foreign policy area. 


In the cooperation of the states in the socialist commonwealth an enormous role is 
played by their economic relations. These contribute largely to the growth of the 
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national economies, to the strengthening of the defense capability, to the flourish- 
ing of science and culture and to raising the material and spiritual etandard of 
living of the peoples. 


The joint planning activities of the CEMA countries continue to remain the basic 
method of cooperation and the deepening of the international socialist division of 
labor. Among ite most important forme are: the coordinating of national economic 
plans, consultations on the basic questions of economic policy, the elaboration of 
economic forecasts, planning by the interested nations for the development of indi- 
vidual industrial sectors and types of production. In addition to this, for the 
firet time in CEMA practices, at the 29th CEMA Session (1975) a coordinated plan 
was approved for multilateral integration measures designed for the period of 
1976-1980. The plan envisaged the carrying out of 28 large-scale projects the 

value of which would be approximately 9 billion transferable rubles. As was pointed 
out at the 34th CEMA Session, the fulfillment of this plan is to be completed during 
the current year. 


The long-range specific cooperation programs (LSCP) which were approved at the 32d 
CEMA Session in Bucharest (1978) and the 334 CEMA Session in Moscow (1979) have be- 
come a qualitatively new form of joint planning activities among the CEMA countries. 
These progrows exist for fuel, raw materials and energy; in the area of agriculture 
and the food industry; in the area of machine building; in the production of con- 
sumer goods; in the area of transport. In concretizing and developing the Compre- 
hensive Program for Socialist Economic Integration, the LSCP outline a coordinated 
strategy of interaction among the fraternal countries over the long run. 


The LSCP contain around 340 measures, including the elaboration of problems relat- 
ing to science and technology. The implementation of over 200 measures will be 
carried out on the basis of multilateral agreements. On 1 March 1980, 52 such 
documents were signed. 


One of the main areas in the furt'ec development of socialist economic integration 
in the material production sphere i. the planned broadening and deepening of inter- 
national specialization and coope'ation. In accelerating these processes, the 
nations of the commonwealth have carried out great work aimed at maximum considera- 
tion of the advantages of the international socialist division of labor in the 
area of provuction, at increasing production concentration and creating maxisunm- 
capacity enterprises which produce high quality products. 


As was pointed out at the 34th CEMA Session (1980), in the area of production spe- 
cialization and cooperation at present over 120 multilateral agreements and more 
than 660 bileteral ones are being implemented. In machine building alone, special- 
ization co. . more than 10,000 product types. The export volume of specialized 
machine building , oducts in the reciprocal deliveries of the CEMA countries is 
growing approximateiy 2-fold faster than the total exports of machinery and equip- 
ment. 


In the process of socialist economic integration the CEMA countries are solving such 
an extremely important and difficult problem es the development of their fuel-energy 
and raw materia! base. In this area the USCP is aimed at the maximum economic and 

rational utilization of energy resources and et a substantial reorganization in the 
structure of the fuel and energy balance of tive CEMA countries. The implementation 
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of the measures outlined in the LSCP will make it possible to increase the coneump- 
tion of electric power by approximately 1.5-fold in the Buropean CEMA countries. 
The main area of cooperation is the building of atomic power plante [AES] in these 
states and in Cuba with a total capabity of around 37 million kilowatts, as well ee 
two AES of 4 million kilowatts each on Soviet territory. The energy from the last 
two plante will be supplied to the European CEMA countries. 


In 1978, construction was completed on the Vinnitea (USSR)--Albertirea (Hungary) 
power transmission .ine with a voltage of 750 kilovolts. Bulgaria, Hungary, the GDR 
Poland, the USSR and CSSR participated in ite construction. The completion of the 
750-kilovolt transmission line significantly increased the capacity of the United 
Peace Power System. Approximate calculations indicate that the pooling of the power 
systems in the fraternal countries produces an effect equal to the building of addi- 
tional power plants with a total capacity of 1.2 million kilowatts. 


Construction is being continued on new power unite at the existing AES in Bulgaria, 

the GDR, USSR and CSSR. The Soviet Union has begun operating a second 1,000-megawatt 
unit at the Chernobyl’ AES, and in the CSSR, the first unit with a VVER-440 reactor 

at the AES at Jasloveki Bogunizy. 


In 1978, the largest integration project was put into operation, the “Union” Gasline 
(between Orenburg and the USSR western frontier). The delivery of “blue fuel" has 
started to Bulgaria, Hungary, the GDR, Poland, Romania and CSSR. In honor of the 
30th anniversary of CEMA, the construction and operational workers of the "Union" 
Gasline promised to bring the gasline up to designed capacity in a short period of 
time, having delivered 15.5 billion m’ of gas per year to the fraternal European 
countries. 





The construction of the Ust'-Llimek Pulp Plant and the Kiyembayev Asbestos Mining 
and Processing Combine being built by the interested states has entered the conclud- 


ing stage. 


In Cuba, by the efforts of the USSR and other CEMA countries, two plants are being 
built to produce nickel-cobalt containing products with an annual capacity of 

30,000 tons each. Over the long run Cuba will become one of the main world nickel 
producers. The first stage of the Erdenet Copper and Molybdenum Mining and Process- 
ing Combine has been put into operation; this is the largest in Asia and is being 
built jointly by Mongolia and the USSR on Mongolian territory. 


Scientific and technical cooperation among the fraternal countries is also broaden- 
ing and deepening. Over 3,000 scientific research and other collectives are in- 
volved in this, and this is double the amount in the previous 5 years. There are 
56 coordinating centers of the CEMA countries at work in the main areas of scien- 
tific and technical development. Over 14,000 theoretical and applied projects have 
been completed jointly. Many of them are already applied in practice and have pro- 
duced a significant economic effect. 


The year 1978 opened up a new stage in the cooperation of the socialist countries 
in the area of the research and use of outer space. Citizens of other socialist 
states began to fly along with Soviet cosmonauts in circumterrestrial space. These 
flights have become a new embodiment of the great strength of fraternity among the 
socialist countries. 
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A program is being implemented for cooperation among the CEMA countries in the con- 
servation and improvement of the environment. Over 4,200 projects have been com- 
pleted, of which 400 are already used in the national economy. Over 540 scientific 
research and design collectives are involved in the program. 


The foreign trade ties of the CEMA countries are developing successfully. In 1979, 
their foreign trade turnover reached 196 billion rubles, of which 111 billion rubles 
was from reciprocal trade. The reciprocal deliveries cover the basic portion of the 
import needs of a majority of the CEMA countries for the most important types of 
fuel, raw products, materials as well as machinery and equipment. 


The monetary, financial and credit relations of the fraternal states are being im- 
proved. The role of the interstate economic organizations and the international 
economic organizations created by the concerned CEMA countries is increasing in the 
development of socialist economic integration. 


A most important element in the relationships of the fraternal states is cooperation 
in the military area. This is carried out directly by such administrative bodies 

of the Warsaw Pact av che Defense Ministers Committee, the Joint Command, Military 
Council, Staff a.a Technical Committee. In the course of cooperation theoretical 
and practical p.ioblems of military organizational development are examined, the ex- 
change of experience is organized, plans for operational and combat training of the 
Joint Armed Forces are discussed and approved, and advanced methods for the train- 
ing and indoctrination of the personnel are worked out and introduced. 


In the joint measures 4 prominent place i« held by the troop, fleet, special and 
command-setaff exercises. These are conuucted according to the plan of the Joint 

and national commands and encompass the training of all armed services of the allied 
armies. In the course of them the training of the commanders and staffs is improved, 
the coordination of the armies and navies is bettered and fraternal friendship and 
mutual understanding of the men are ¢ ec pened. 


Over the last few years, such major _oint exercises as “Shchit-76" [Shield], “Soyuz- 
77" (Union), “Druzhba-79" [Friende'.ip) and "Bratstvo po Oruzhiyu-80" [Fraternity in 
Arms| have been held. These exercises involved the ground forces, navies and air 
forces, air defense troops, headquarters and rear services bodies of all or a major- 
ity of the allied armies. The exercises confirmed the high combat readiness and 
capability of the allied troops in close cooperation to ensure the security of the 
socialist countries. 


The Joint Armed Forces possess all types of modern weapons making it possible to 
successfull carry out any missions under the most complicated combat con itions. 
They are ar with first-rate missiles, modern tanks, artillery, aviation, combat 
ships and other m.' itary equipment. 


The high technical level of the armies in the fraternal countries is caused by the 
continuous modernization of .'. weapons and military equipment and by the development 
of new, more acvanced types of weapons. Here the leading role is played by the 
Soviet Union. In possessing strong military-economic potential and great scientific 
and technical facilities, it provides the necessary aid to the fraternal countries 
in strengthening their defense might. Here there are not only direct deliveries of 
new types of weapons and military equipment, but also licenses and technical 


18 








specifications are turned over for their production, joint scientific research and 
experimental design work is carried out and scientific and technical consultations 
are widely used. The unification of weapons and military equipment in the allied 
armies is one of the important ways for coordinating military-technical policy. 


In recent years in the area of military-industrial cooperation among the Warsaw 

Pact countries, one can see sore and more clearly the traces of integration. This 
applies both in the sphere « direct scientific and production activities in develop- 
ing and producing military equipment as well as to the questions of planning and 
implementing the programs for scientific and technical progress in the interests of 
the greatest possible broadening and atrengthening of the material and technical 
base of the Joint Armed Forces. As a result of the joint efforts of the fraternal 
countries the military-technical level of the allied armies is continuously growing. 


The military organization of the Warsaw Pact is strong and unshakable and this is 
largely determined by the unity of military doctrines among the military allied 
states. These doctrines are based upon a thorough analysis of the modern age and 
the disposition of military-political forces in the world and they derive from the 
social and state system, the political strategy, from the content of the domestic 
and foreign policy of the socialist countries. 


It is superfluous to show the peace-loving nature of Soviet military doctrine and 
the military doctrines of the other fraternal states. If one speaks, in particular, 
about our military doctrine, its basis is the defense of socialist victories and 

the peaceful labor of the Soviet people, the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of the USSR and its allies. The member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee and the USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, stated: "The whole 
world knows that the USSR is not preparing for an armed attack on anyone and will 
never make such an attack. The whole world also knows that the Soviet Army and Navy 
are actually constantly ready to repel an attack by any aggressor regardless of the 
means and methods for waging the war which it may use. Retaliation for an attack on 
the Soviet Union and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth will be ir- 
revocable. And we say this with complete certainty.” 


In recent years, cooperation among the fraternal parties and countries in the area 
of ideology has begun to noticeably gather strength. "This is profoundly justified," 
pointed out Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. "On the one hand, at the present stage of 
socialist construction in the fraternal countries and communist construction in the 
USSR, ever-greater significance is being assumed by the communist indoctrination of 
the masses and by work aimed at raising the level of social awareness and the level 
of social morality. On the other hand, under the conditions of the present exacer- 
bation of the ideological struggle between the old and the new worlds, it is essen- 
tial to achieve a further active offensiveness for our ideas and a strengthening of 
the rejection of bourgeois and revisionist ideologies" ("Mir Sotsializma--Torzhestvo 
Velikikh Idey" [The World of Socialism--The Triumph of Great Ideas], Politizdat, 
1978, p 454). 


At present meetings are held regularly for the secretaries of the central committees 
of the fraternal parties on international and ideological questions. These provide 
a powerful impetus for the development of diverse ties among the socialist countries 
in the area of ideology. In 1973-1979, in Moscow, Prague, Warsaw, Sofia, Budapest 
and Berlin, six such conferences were held. The first four were attended by nine 
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parties: the BCP (Bulgarian Communist Party), the MSZMP (Hungarian Socialist Work- 
ere Party), the SED (Socialist Unity Party of Germany], the Cuban Communiat Party, 
the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party, the PZRP [Polish United Workers Party), 
the Romanian Communist Party, the CPSU and the CPCZ. In 1978, at the conference 

in Budapest these parties were joined by representatives from the Vietnamese Comnu- 
nist Party, and in 1979, at the conference in Berlin, the People's Revolutionary 
Party of Laos participated. 


One of the areas of ideological cooperation among the fraternal countries is their 
joint theoretical activities. These are carried out by the setting up of bilateral 
and multilateral commissions for social scientists in various specialties, multi- 
lateral research groups and author collectives. 


The holding of various conferences, symposiums and exchanges of opinion is a very 
effective form of cooperation among the countries of the commonwealth in the area of 
social sciences. In 1977, in Moscow, a theoretical conference was held on the sub- 
ject "Great October and the Modern Age." Participating in it were representatives 
from many communist and workers parties of the West. Delegations from over 50 com- 
munist and workers parties participated in a conference organized in 1978 in Sofia 
by the BCP Central Committee and the journal PROBLEMY MIRA I SOTSIALIZMA [Problems 
of Peace and Socialism] on the subject "The Construction of Socialism and Communism 
and World Development." Some 116 delegations of communist and workers parties, 
other revolutionary parties as well as the national liberation movements were rep- 
resented at a scientific conference on "The Joint Struggle of the Workers Movement 
and the National Liberation Movement Against Imperialism and for Social Progress." 
This was organized in October of this yeor in Berlin by the SED Central Committee 
and the journal PROBLEMY MIRA I SOTSIAL:ZMA. 


As a result of the common efforts by the scientists of the fraternal countries, a 
number of important theoretical problems of the modern world have been further elab- 
orated and made more concrete. Thee iaclude: the relationship of general patterns 
and specific features in the rise anc development of socialism, developmental pat- 
terns of the world socialist system, the concept of a developed socialist society, 
the problems of the political systom of socialism, the socialist way of life, the 
world revolutionary process, mocern capitalism and international relations. 


Within the Limits of ideological cooperation, significant attention is given to the 
exchange of opinion on ideological indoctrination, and in particular, among various 
strata of the youth. The questions related to this hold a prominent place on the 
agenda of the conferences for the ministers of education and higher education and 
the heads of social science chairs at universities of the socialist countries. Con- 
tacts between the local party committees (oblast, city and rayon) and the party or- 
ganization. | enterprises in the countries of the socialist commonwealth play a 
growing role in tu exchange of experience on ideological indoctrination. All of 
this makes it possible for the fraternal parties to improve ideological-political, 
labor and moral indoctrination of the workers. 


An important area of ideological cooperation among the fraternal countries is the 
coordinating of activites by the mass information media. Here the basic form is 
meetings and conferences for the leaders »f television, radio, information agencies, 
journalist unions and publishing houses of the socialist countries. 





The fraternal countries constantly coordinate their steps and actions aimed at ex- 
plaining their coordinated foreign policy, the propagandizing of the socioeconomic, 
political and cultural successes of socialiem and the advantages of the socialist 
way of life, and at countering the hostile ideological and propaganda campaigne or- 
ganized by imperialism and the reaction. Among such measures is the continuous en- 
planation of the aggressive nature of imperialiem and the peace-loving essence of 
the foreign policy of socialism using the mass information media among the popula- 
tion of their own countries as well as abroad. This is also the purpose of such 
coordinated actions by the fraternal states in the area of foreign policy propaganda 
as the struggle against the arms race and the achieving of progress in the area of 
disarmament and actions against the turning of Western Europe into a launching area 
for qualitatively new U.S. nuclear missile weapons. 


The communist parties of the socialist countries have made extensive use of the vari- 
ous jubilee dates in the life of the peoples of one or another country or the com- 
monwealth as a whole for demonstrating the advantages of socialism, for showing the 
enormous accomplishments of the fraternal peoples in building a new society and for 
strengthening their unity and solidarity. In particular, this was carried out in 
celebrating the 35th anniversary of Bulgaria, the 30th anniversary of the GDR, the 
20th anniversary of the victory of the Cuban Revolution and the 30th anniversary of 
CEMA held last year. During the current year all the fraternal countries will cele- 
brate the 110th birthday of V. I. Lenin, the 35th anniversary of the victory over 
fascism and the 25th anniversary of the Warsaw Pact. 


As we can see, recently a good deal has been done in all the basic spheres of co- 
operation--political, economic, military and ideological--by the states of the 
socialist commonwealth. All of this has helped to bring closer and even out the 
levels of socioeconomic development, to consolidate the socialist countries and to 
bring about ever-greater elements of commonness in their political, economic and 
social life. "All-round political cooperation among states of the socialist common- 
wealth and their close interaction in the economic, scientific-technical, cultural 
and military areas," stressed the member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee and Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, Comrade N. A. Tikhonov, at a 
ceremony devoted to the 63d anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution, 
“are the guarantee for the further strengthening of the might and influence of so- 
cialism and a dependable shield against any intrigues by warmongers." The 26th 
CPSU Congress and the approaching congresses of the Marxist-Leninist parties in a 
number of the socialist countries will set new heights and new routes for all-round 
cooperation. In following these the fraternal peoples will achieve new successes in 
socialist and communist construction and in the struggle for a lasting peace in the 
world. 
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TASKS FOR NE'' TRAINING YEAR REVIEWED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 23, Dec 80 signed to press 
19 Nov 80 pp 3-8 


[Editoricl: "Toward New Heights of Military Mastery") 


[Text] A new training year has commenced in the Soviet Armed Forces. The Army and 
Navy personnel have begun to carry out the taut training plans and programs with an 
enormous patriotic upsurge brought about by the nationwide preparations for the 
26th CPSU Congress and by the decisions of the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU 
Central Committee and the Fourth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Tenth Sitting. 
From the very first days the troop collectives have begun to struggle to ensure 
high intensity and effectiveness of the training process. 


Like all the Soviet people, the militacy unanimously approve and support the party's 
policy aimed at further strengthening the economic and defense might of the nation, 
at the ever-fuller satisfying of the material and cultural needs of the workers. 
They approve its firm peace-loving foreign policy and are proud of the great accom- 
plishments of the builders of commu sa in the Tenth Five-Yeer Plan. In his speech 
at the October Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed 
out that “our nation has entered tle 1980's possessing strong economic and 
scientific-technical potential anu highly skilled cadres. We look confidently to 
the future." 


Under the wise leadership of the party, the Soviet people by their heroic labor 
during the years of the five-year plan have taken a new major step ahead in eco- 
nomic development and in carrying out great and important social tasks. More than 
1,200 major industrial enterprises have gone into operation. Some 717 billion 
rubles more of industrial product will be produced than in the previous five-year 
plan, and 50 4‘llion rubles more of agricultural product. National income will 
rise by 39. ».1lion rubles. The real income of the workers, white collar personnel 
and kolkhoz membe’« has risen. The population will receive approximately a half 
billion square meters of housing. At present already around 80 percent of the 
urban inhabitants have separate apartments. 


The political and organizational work carried out in the troops and the fleets to 
study and explain the decisions of the lune and October plenums of the CPSU Central 
Committee and the Fourth Session of the "SSR Supreme Soviet, the provisions and 
conclusions stated in the speeches by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the plenums of the 
CPSU Central Committee and at the ceremonies in Alma-Ata have contributed to a more 











profound understandiug among the personne] of the natural growth of the leading 
role of the CPSU in communist construction and in strengthening the defense might 
of our country. In it — proper place has been given to disclosing the r «eons for 
the significant complicating of the international situation and the intensification 
of the military danger deriving from the aggressive imperialist circies, primarily 
the United States, and the Beijing leadership which ie siding ever-closer with them. 
The Soviet military evermore clearly is aware of ite historic responsibility for 
the security of the motherland and for the fate of socialiem and the vital necessity 
of constantly increasing vigilance and combat readiness. They are fully determined 
in the new training year to steadily carry out the task posed for them by the party, 
that is, to be on guard for the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and act as a 
bulwark of universal peace. 


The unswerving loyalty of the personnel to their patrictic and international duty, 
their political awareness and wholehearted dedicaiioa Lo ive Communiat Party and 
the Soviet people are particularly apparent in the precongrese socialist competi- 
tion which has developed widely in the Army and Navy following the initiative of 
the leading troop collectives. Approved by the USSR Ministry of Defense and the 
Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Nav), this valuable initiative 
of the originators of the competition has been ardent)y supported in all the armed 
services and branches of troops. 


All the conditions and possibilities exiet for esuccerafully carrying out the com- 
plex and responsible taske of the new training year. There is also the firm basis 
of the increased combat skilis established last yeai. ‘r 4 wajority of the unites 
and formations, high indicators have been achieved in mili*ary and political train- 
ing. An important result of the past training ye.i has been the growth of the 
political activeness of the servicemen, their motale, ae sell as the monolithic 
solidarity with the CPSU and ite Leninist Cen.ral Committec. The Army and Navy 
personnel by their deeds have confirmed cheit reati.«co sich sc apens in hand to 
defend the great victories of socialism. The “.eid, asi cud sea skills of the men 
have improved and their ideological tempering, auial solitica’ and psychological 
preparation for modern combat, discipline and organivation heve risen. Many troop 
collectives, including all the unite and the crew of tie iarge ACW ship "Petropav- 
lovek" who have been the initiators of a socialist c mpc: ition in the armed serv- 
ices, fully carried out their obligations and are ap,rcachirg the 26th Party Con- 
gress having won or reaffirmed the title of outstanding. 


There is a good deal that is positive and listrvc ive in party political work in 

the area of supporting combat readiness, operaticra!, ciabet erd politicel training, 
organization and proper order in the forces end feet . There her been more mili- 
tancy and initiative in the activities of the porty ecrgeriz*.icec Tieit influence 
has grown on all aspects of the life and ser.ir. cf the ren Ir perty political 
work at present fuller consideration is give; to the sevrences cf the ideological 
struggle between socialism and capitalie:, the complexit: of the stlitary-political 
situation and the aggressive preparations in che “sited Stare> ©.7% the NATO coun- 
tries. 


The experience acquired in the process of carrying ovt the 4eci ions of the 25th 
Party Congress is an important reserve and good »basie for further improving the 
quality and effectiveness of the military and political training and for achieving 
higher results in training, in carrying our eoctatiear oblicarton: and strengthening 





military discipline. It is essential to reinforce and develop this experience and 
to steadily introduce all that is new, advanced and useful in the troop training 
and indoctrination practices. The decisions of the June and October plenume of the 
CPSU Central Committee urge us to do this. 


At the same time it gust not be forgotten that there have aleo been flawe in the 
organization of combat training and the socialist competition, political and mili- 
tary indoctrination. Certain troop collectives have not achieved the set targets 
for combat skille and individual tasks have been carried out poorly. To disclose 
the reasons for such phenomena and to take practical measures to eliminate the 
shortcomings and exclude the possibility of their repetition in the future we mean to 
create conditions for the fruitful work of the men in carrying out the tasks posed 
by the USSR Minister of Defense and the Chief of the Main Political Directorate of 
the Soviet Army and Navy for the new training year. 


The most important task of the military councils and poiitical directorates of the 
armed services, districts and fleets, the commanders, the political bodies, the 
ataf’s, the party and Komsomol organizations of the unite and formations is to mo- 
bilize the personnel to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress, to study pro- 
foundly and carcy out in practice ite decisions. Here all organizational and 
political wor, should be subordinate to the cause of further increasing the inten- 
sity and effectiveness of the training process, the quality of tactical, gunnery 
and technical training, field, air and sea skills, and ultimately to strengthen 
the combat readiness of the troops and naval forces. "There is no limit to improv- 
ing combat readiness and here there can be no complacency," pointed out the member 
of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU 
D. F. Ustinov. “This truth must always be remembered by the commanders, staffs, 
political bodies, the party and Komscmol organizations and by 411 the personnel of 
the Armed Forces." 


High combat readiness each day is av hieved by the military service of the men in 
intense training days, on alert duty, in exercises in classrooms and training 
grounds, in tactical exercises, flights, sea and ocean cruises of ships. The more 
effectively combat training is cerried out, the higher its quality and daily re- 
sults, the stronger the combat readiness of a subunit, unit or ship. For this rea- 
son concern for optimum, scientific planning of combat training and the most ration- 
al utilization of training time and the training facilities, for mobilizing the men 
for intense labor and for creating in each exercise or drill a situation requiring 
a maximum effort by the men should be shown constantly by the commanders, political 
bodies, staffs and party organizations. 


Using all forms of ideological-political and military indoctrination, it is impor- 
tant to in -.cate in the commanders, political workers, engineers and technicians, 
indeed in ali tu. »-ersonnel, an attitude toward the training plans and programs as 
if they were a state ass'gnment which should be carried out no matter what the cost 
at the designated dates and in the best manner. As was demanded by the October 
Plenum of the CPSU Central “© mittee, it is essential to direct political and organ- 
izational work at achieving high erd results, at instilling professionalism and 
initiative in the men and raising their responsibility for the assigned job 


The underlying principle in combat training remains unchanged, that is, to teach 
what is necessary in a war. To teach the petsonnel to be victorious over a strong, 
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technically well-equipped enemy, to carry out an order of combat @ission in any, 
even the most complex situation, to master both offensive and defensive combat, and 
to operate intelligently and decisively during the day and at night, in employing 
conventional weapons and nuclear miasile weapons. Such an organisation of training 
depends primarily upon the professional preparation of the commanders and the 
political workers, their responsibility, competence, pedagogical and procedural 
ekille. 


Proceeding from this, the senior chiefs, the staffs, the political bodies and party 
organizations should give unflagging attention to the questions of further improving 
commander training, the ideological-theoretical, military-technical and professional 
preparation of the officers, particularly the young ones. It is essential to arm 
command personnel with the art of a political approach to carrying out any missions, 
to give them advanced experience and modern methods for organizing exercises, train- 
ing and drille and the ability to conduct t..ining and indoctrination of the men in 
an inseparable unity and in all their work rely upon the active help from the party 
and Komsomol organizations. 


Among the numerous factors characterizing the level of combat training of the 
troops and naval forces, a profound knowledge of modern weapons and military equip- 
ment and the mastery of them are among the decisive ones. The duty of the com- 
manders of all levels, the staffs and political bodies and the party and Komsomol 
organizations is to spare no effort or time and to do everything so that the men 
have mastered the weapons and equipment and are able to get from them a maximum of 
those combat capabilities which they possess. For this purpose it is essential to 
increase the organizational and pedagogical level of the exercises and training in 
the area of mastering a specialty, to improve military-technical propaganda, to 
more actively disseminate and introduce the experience of the leading subunits, 
crews and teams and more often hold demonstration measures and contests for the 
title of best specialist. Fuller use must be made of the possibilities of the com- 
petition for increasing the number of masters of military skills and high-class 
specialists, for exceeding the standards and for exemplary maintenance and safe- 
keeping of the weapons and equipment. It is essential to see to it that there is 
the scrupulous observance of production discipline and safety measures in using the 
equipment. The questions of the profound mastery of the military equipment, partic- 
ularly the new types of it, by the men must be periodically examined at party and 
Komsomol meetings and sessions of the committees and bureaus. The communists and 
Komsomol members must take the vanguard role and set an example in this important 
question. 


Tactical training holds a special place in combat training. As is known, the com- 
bat potential of a unit, formation or ship can be fully realized only when the per- 
sonnel surpasses the enemy in tactics and in the art of conducting combat. And the 
personnel learns this art precisely in the tactical exercises and drills. This is 
why the commanders and staffs, the political bodies and party organizations must 
constantly work for a high quality and effectiveness of tactical training. It is 
essential to be concerned that each tactical exercise or drill be productive, be 
carried out in a situation as close as possible to actual combat without the 
slightest oversimplifications and weaknesses. It should also contribute to the 
good training of the individual soldier and to the developing of combat teamwork 
among the crews, subunits, to the formation of steadfastness, courage, valor, en- 
durance and other moral-combat qualities needed by the men for victory in combat. 
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In the preparations for and in conducting tactical exercises, party political work 
should be organised with particular activeness, specificity and effectiveness. 

The well thought-out placement of the communists, the providing of a political in- 
fluence on each man, the clear explanation of the objectives and taske of the exer- 
Cises, the requirements of the regulations and manuale, the propagandizing of the 
combat experience of the Great Patriotic War and the mood of the men to surmount 
the difficulties and to show creative initiative--these are the basic areas of this 
work, 


The effectiveness of military and political training depends largely upon the con- 
eciour attitude of the men toward carrying out their service duties and to master- 
ing their combat epecialty. It depends upon their mood and their activeness and 
tenacity in carrying out the taske confronting them in each exercise, drill, flight 
and sea cruise. 


Consequently, the entire arsenal of political, military and moral indoctrination 
and the coordinated efforts of the commanders, political workers, the party and 
Komeomol organizations should be constantly focused on developing in the personnel 
4 communist ideology, ideological conviction, an activist position in life, an un- 
derstanding of .vcit duty and role in strengthening the defense capability of the 
nation and on .adoctrinating a love for the motherland and class hate for its ene- 
mies. It is @ question primarily of a further rise in the ideological-theoretical 
leve!, the quality and effectiveness of Marxist-Leninist training of the officers, 
political studies for the warrant officers [“praporshchik" and “michman"], politi- 
cal exercises for the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers and all forms 
of party education. It is a question of improving ideological and political indoc- 
trination, ensuring a high scientific level of it, strengthening the professional- 
ism and concreteness of this work, the link to life and to the tasks being carried 
out b» the Armed Forces as well as providing an offensive nature for propaganda and 
agitation. 


A thorough study and convincing provagandizing of Marxist-Leninist theory, the 
ideological-theoretical heritage of /. I. Lenin, the materials and decisions of 

the forthcoming 26th CPSU Congrese, the works and speeches of Comrade L. |. Brezh- 
nev and the other party and goveramental leaders on the questions of domestic and 
foreign policy should comprise the core of political training and ideological and 
political indoctrination. At present it is particularly important, considering the 
great interest of the men, to more actively disclose the theoretical and practical 
significance of the desicions of the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Conm- 
mittee and the speech at it by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. The speech in essence gives 
the precongress party platform. They are proceeding correctly where an active part 
in this work is assumed by the leadership of the districts and fleets, the units 
and format! *.. 


By all forme and means of agitation and propaganda it is essential to clearly show 
the magnificent achievements of our country in the Tenth Five-Year Plan and the 
enormous advantages of socia' «© over capitalism, instilling in the men a feeling 
of pride for their motherland. Patriotism must be indoctrinated as well. Ina 
soundly reasoned manner it is essential to disclose the aggressiveness of imperial- 
iem and the Beijing hegemonists who have sided with it, to disclose the defects and 
ulcers of bourgeois society, the falsenes« and hostile focus of bourgeois ideology, 
Maociem and Zionism against the USSR and the otwer socialist countries, and on this 
basis raise the political vigilance of the servicemen. 
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The socialist competition which has developed at the given stage in the Army and 
Navy to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress is a powerful means for mobiliz- 
ing the personnel for intense military service and for indoctrinating and develop- 
ing active creativity. At present, when the unite and ships are assuming their 
Obligations, the commanders, the political bodies, the staffs, the party and Komso- 
mol organizations must be concerned that they be optimal and realistic and focus 
the men on actively struggling to successfully carry out the taske of the training 
year, to raise field, air and sea skille and to master the weapons and equipment. 
The personnel must work to make the units, ships and formations advanced ones. In 
the obligations of the officers it is advisable to emphasize an improvement in 
ideological-theoretical preparation and the growth of military-technical, procedural 
and pedagogical skills. 


The indoctrinational role of the competition must be further raised on a basis of 
providing extensive publicity and comparison of the results, actual repetition of 
advanced experience and comradely mutual aid. In its leadership we must not permit, 
as sometimes happened previously, formalism and bureaucracy, a reduction in exact- 
ingness and an embellishment of results. To lead the competition correctly means to 
put it on a professional-like basis, to support in every way possible the initiative 
and valuable undertakings of the participants, to organize true competitiveness for 
the best results in the course of the training process, to give the results objec- 
tively and exactingly, to make skillful use of moral incentives and the force of 
public opinion in order to bring the laggards up to the level of the leaders and 
ensure unconditional fulfillment of the obligations. 


Successes in military and political training and in the precongress competition are 
inconceivable without well organized service of the troops and strong discipline. 
The commanders and political workers, the party and Komsomol aktiv, the staffs and 
political bodies must strengthen organizational and indoctrinational work in the 
area of maintaining strict proper discipline and instilling in each serviceman a 
conscientious attitude toward the unswerving fulfillment of the requirements of the 
military oath, the troop regulations and manuals, orders and service duties. The 
party organizations must in every possible way support the exacting commanders who 
with a firm hand organize the training, service and everyday life of the personnel 
and the entire way of military life in strict accord with the regulations and orders. 


An important obligation of the military councils, the commanders, the political 
bodies and party organizations is greater concern for the men, for satisfying their 
needs, requests, for improving housing and routine conditions, and cultural, trade 
and medical services for the personnel. An attentive and considerate attitude to- 
ward a person should permeate the entire style of work of each leader. There cannot 
and should not occur in the troops and fleets instances of indifference or a formal 
bureaucratic attitude toward the life of the servicemen, the Army and Navy employees 
and the members of their families. 


The party organizations of the Army and Navy are completing the report-election cam- 
paign which has developed into an exacting review of their work. The reports and 
elections have helped to further strengthen the militancy of all the party elements 
and to raise the activeness and professionalism of the communists. As was empha- 
sized by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in his speech at the October Plenum of the CPSU 
Central Committee, the critical comments and proposals by communists represent a 
great value. Their prompt implementation, undoubtedly, will increase the party's 
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influence on carrying out the taske of military and political training, the stand- 
ing of alert duty and the strengthening of military discipline. The political 
bodies and the party aktiv quest see to it that the primary party organizations and 
party groups are turned into centers of daily ideological indoctrination of the 
subunits, unite and ships. It is essential that they in deed act as the political 
nucleus of the military collective, that they rally the servicemen around the 
Communist Party and ite Central Committee, delve deeply into all aspects of the 
life and service of the personnel and mobilize them to struggle for high combat 
readiness. 


The training year, the year of the 26th CPSU Congress, is picking up a clear work- 
ing pace. The Soviet military, ardent patriots of the motherland and totally dedi- 
cated to the ideals of communiem, to the party and the people, will spare no energy 
and effort to mark it by the exemplary fulfillment of their patriotic and inter- 
national duty and by outstanding indicators in military and political training. 
Their hearts and noblest thoughts are with Lenin's party and they will greet its 
26th Congress with new achievements in improving military skills and raising the 
combat readiness of the Armed Forces. 
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INDOCTRINATLONAL ROLE OF THE ARMED FORCES 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 23, Dec 80 signed to press 
19 Nov 80 pp 69-76 


[Article by Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Docent, Col N. Solntsev: "The 
School of Ideological Conditioning and Military Skil) ."*) 


{(Text] Four hours are allocated for studying the subject. This time should be 
divided as follows: 2 hours allocated for a lecture (narration), 2 hours for a 
seminar (talk). It is advisable to organize the independent work of the students 
in the evening. 


in the course of the exercises it is important to help the gen sore profoundly re- 
elize that service in the Army and Navy for each young Soviet person is good school- 
ing in ideological and goral indoctrination and schooling in labor and combat 
skills, patriotism and comradeship. 


In the lecture (narration) it is essential to bring up the following basic ques- 
tions: 1. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the indoctrinational role of the Soviet 
Armed Forces. Ideological conditioning, the forming of a scientific ideology-- 
the core of communist indoctrination in the troops. 2. The Army and Navy collec- 
tive--a school for indoctrinating moral and military qualities. 3. To constantly 
improve military skills and raise combat readiness. 


In the brief introduction it is essential to point out that our nation is success- 
fully completing the Tenth Five-Year Plan and will soon enter 1981, the year of the 
26th CPSU Congress and the first year of the new, llth Five-Year Plan. The present 
five-year plan will assume a worthy place in the history and accomplishments of the 
Soviet people who are advancing along the path toward communism. In recent years 
there has been a significant rise in the economic and defense potential of the 
motherland of October. The ideological and spiritual unity of Soviet society has 
been further strengthened and the life of its workers has become fuller and richer. 
Both in domestic and foreign policy, the Communist Party is steadily following the 
Leninist course. 





*The materials for political exercises on the subject “The Soviet Armed Forces-- 
A School of Ideological Conditioning, Military Skills, Military Friendship and 
Comradeship." 








Convincing affirmation of this was the June and October (1980) plenums of the CPSU 
Central Committee and the Fourth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Tenth Sitting. 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev gave a great and vivid speech at the October (1980) Plenum 
of the Party Central Committee. It contained a profound analysis of the resulte of 
the Tenth five-Year Plan and set the tasks for the firet year and for the lich Pive- 
Year Plan as a whole. The Soviet people, including the men of the Army and Navy, 
strongly and unanimously approve the provisions and conclusions stated in the speech 
of L. I. Breghnev. In response to the party's concern for further increasing the 
prosperity of the people and raising the economic and defense might of the mother- 
land, the personnel of the Soviet Armed Forces with new strength have developed the 
precongress socialist competition. 


The armed defenders of the socialist fatherland profoundly understand all the com- 
plexity and contradictoriness of the present international situation and are vigi- 
lantly foll. sing the aggressive intrigues of imperialism and its Chinese supporters. 
In preparing to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress, the men of our army and 
navy are constantly strengthening discipline and organization, they are improving 
their combat mastery and raising vigilance and combat readiness. For each of them 
service in the Armed Forces is a true school of ideological, moral and physical 
conditioning, a school for labor and military skills, patriotism and comradeship. 


1. V. I. Leain and the CPSU on the Indoctrinational Role of the Soviet Armed Forces 
Ideological Conditioning and Forming of a Scientific Ideology--Tile Core of the 
Communist Indoctrination of the Men 


In beginning to give the material on the first question, it is desirable to remind 
the students that the Marxist-Leninist  eachings about war and the army comprise 
the basis of our party's policy in the area of military organizational development. 
The founders of scientific communism pointed out that the liberation of the prole- 
tariat and the establishing of socialist social relationships lead to the creation 
of a new military organization and military science which are more advanced than 
all previously known. They pointed vut that the military organization and military 
science will be based on the irre.u*able achievements and advantages of the soc‘al- 
ist system and on the high moral-poiitical qualities of its workers. 


Vv. I. Lenin thoroughly developed and deepened the views of K. Marx and F. Engels on 
military questions. To him belongs the historical accomplishment of establishing 
the military program of the proletarian revolution and creating an integrated and 
ordered teaching about the defense of the socialist fatherland. Inseparably linked 
to the name of V. I. Lenin are the birth and heroic history of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. He elaborated the basic principles for the organizational development of 
the new type of army and for the training and indoctrination of the personnel and 
he laid the ‘ undation of Soviet military science. 


Lenin repeatedly p sted to the fundamental distinction of a socialist army from 
the bourgeois armies. In the capitalist countries, he pointed out, a standing army 
everywhere served as a weapon of the reaction and a servant of capital in the strug- 
gle against labor and as a s.orge of the people's liberty (see PSS [Complete Col- 
lected Works], Vol 12, p 113). The «rmed forces of a socialist state are completely 
different in their nature and historiccl purpose. V. I. Lenin taught that our army 
is a weapon of the people's power and dependably serves the interests of the just 











cause, the cause of defending the revolutionary victories of the workers against 
the encroachments of the capitalist aggressors. This is why, among the duties en- 
trusted by the USSR Constitution to Soviet citizens, military service in the ranke 
of the Armed Forces is one of the most honorable. This is explained by the excep- 
tionally great responsibility which our Army and Navy bear for the defense of the 
motherland and the historical victories of socialiem. The duty of the USSR Armed 
Forces to the people, the Basic Law proclaims, is to securely defend the socialist 
fatherland and to be in constant combat readiness guaranteeing an immediate rebuff 
of any aggressor. 


For more than 60 years now the Soviet Army and Navy have honorably carried out their 
high and noble mission. They are a dependable guard for the peaceful labor of the 
Soviet people and a bastion of universal peace. The men of the Armed Forces have 
all the love and gratitude of the people for their unstinting serving of the 
socialist motherland and their dedication to the cause of communism. 


The Soviet people are used to seeing in the serviceman a person of high ideological 
and moral qualities, a bold and courageous person who is always ready to ably and 
steadfastly defend his fatherland. The soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty 
officers become this under the effect of the commanders and political workers and 
under the influence of the entire way of military service. The Soviet army, in the 
words of L. I. Brezhnev, in indoctrinating new generations of men, “prepares for 
the motherland men who are morally and physically strong, courageous, with firm 
communist convictions and a high awareness of their social duty" ("Na Strazhe Mira 
i Sotsializma"” [On Guard for Peace and Socialism], p 173). 


These qualities are needed not only by a soldier. They are vitally essential to 
each citizen of our country. This is why yesterday's soldiers, sailors, sergeants 
and petty officers are greeted with great joy in all the labor collectives. At the 
enterprises and construction sites, on the kolkhozes and sovkhozes, in the scien- 
tific institutions and institutions of learning of our nation it is well known that 
in the army the servicemen gained excellent ideological and moral conditioning and 
they went through real schooling in life and labor. It is always possible to rely 
on such people as in any, even the most difficult question, they will not fail. 

And the Soviet military has repeatedly proven this. In speaking at the 25th CPSU 
Congress, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed out that the young men arrive in the army 
family without having schooling in life. But they return from the army as persons 
who have already undergone schooling in endurance and discipline and who have ac- 
quired technical and professional knowledge and political training (see "Materialy 
XXV S"yezda KPSS" (Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 75-76). 


In the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and 
Political Indoctrination” military service is termed schooling in labor and mili- 
tary skills, moral purity and courage, patriotism and comradeship. This assessment 
by the party is recognition of the high social importance of the military service 
of the Soviet soldiers and of the great role which is played by the USSR Armed 
Forces in the communist indoctrination of the youth and in instilling in the young 
people the noble qualities of the defender of the motherland, a true citizen, 
patriot and internationalist. 
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The CPSU Central Committee has instructed the Ministry of Defense and the Main 
Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy to implement measures aimed at 
further strengthening the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. The 
course of carrying out thie work was discussed at a meeting held in June 1980 for 
the command and political leadership of the Army and Navy. The meetin; pointed out 
that the presently existing system, the forme and methods of organizing military 
service basically conform to the present stage in the development of military af- 
faire and to the interests of training steadfast and courageous defenders of the 
socialist motherland. They make it possible to realize in deed Lenin's legacy that 
the Soviet people from tender years should be indoctrinated in conscientious and 
disciplined Labor. 


At the same time, as was emphasized at the meeting, the increasing scope of commu- 
nist construction, the moral changes occurring in the personnel of the Army and 
Navy, the complexity and contradictoriness of the international situation, the 
special importance of constant combat readiness and the exacerbation of the ideo- 
logical struggle on the world scene have continuously increased the demands on in- 
doctrinational work in the Armed Forces. To strengthen the indoctrinational role 
of the Armed Forces ‘eans to activate and energetically use all the means for spe- 
cifically influ. ncing the consciousness and feelings of the men in the interests of 
improving ide. ugical work in the Army and Navy. 


In paying constant attention to the technical equipping of the Army and Navy, the 
Communist Party has unswervingly proceeded from the view that man was and remains 
the main force, the creator of victory in a war. And this means that the impor- 
tance of the spiritual and moral-political qualities of the men will rise steadily 
in further increasing the combat readiress of the troops and naval forces. This 
is why the CPSU shows truly Leninist concern for constantly improving ideological 
indoctrination with the personnel and for forming in the servicemen profound ideo- 
logical conviction, loyalty to military duty, Soviet patriotism and proletarian 
internationaliem. "Our advantage," aid the member of the Politburo of the CPSU 
Central Committee, the USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, “has always 
been and remains the advantage in t'e ideological loyalty and consciousness of 
people, in their high socialist petriotisa.” 


Communist ideological loyalty lies at the basis of all the moral-political and 
military qualities of the personnel and largely determines their successes in train- 
ing and service. It means a strong belief on the part of the soldiers, sailors, 
sergeants and petty officers in the truthfulness of the ideas of Marxism-Leninism 
and in the correctness of the theory and policy of the CPSU, unswerving tenacity in 
the struggle for the victory of communism and the readiness to defend the revolu- 
tionary victories of socialism by all means, even at the price of one's life. 


Ideological con. _tion and political consciousness do not come automatically. They 
begin to be formea .o the family. The school also has a serious influence on the 
development of a person's ideology. But, of course, the most intense ideological 
development of each citizen ‘ our society occurs in the process of direct labor 
and sociopolitical activity and in serving in the ranks of the Soviet Armed Forces. 
In instilling in the men a profound .deological conviction and wholehearted dedi- 
cation to the motherland, the commancer’, political workers, the party and Komsomol 
organizations develop their readiness, will and ability to build communism, to de- 
fend the victories of socialism and successfully carry out their military duty. 








The process of the ideological indoctrination of a soldier starts from the very 
first days he spends in a subunit, unit or on a ship. For this purpose political 
information sessions are regularly held for the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and 
petty officers on the urgent problems of the theory and policy of the CPSU in the 
present stage of communist construction in our country, the domestic and intef- 
national situation of the Soviet state and on the questions of further improving the 
Armed Forces of a developed socialist society. At the designated hours the men lis- 
ten to the latest news on the radio or on a tape and watch different TV broadcasts 
such as “Time,” “Today in the World," “International Panorama," "Studio 9," "I Serve 
the Soviet Union" and others. 


In each subunit (on a ship) there is a convenient Lenin room (cabin) where good 
conditions have been created for fruitful independent work by the soldiers and ser- 
geants (seamen and petty officers) on a political book. All the men are constant 
readers of the soldiers (sailors) libraries and active subscribers to newspapers 
and magazines. Available to them are museums and rooms of combat glory, clubs 

and numerous facilities for technical propaganda and visual agitation. Due to this 
the servicemen can gain a clearer notion of the achievements and advantages of the 
Soviet way of life and the successes of their socialist motherland during the Tenth 
‘ Five-Year Plan and more realistically feel the entire grandioseness of the prospects 
of communist construction. 


Let us add here the Lenin readings and lessons, the lectures, reports and talks 
conducted by skilled propagandists, the interesting competitions, special-subject 
evenings and oral magazines, film festivals and competitions of amateur artistic 
activity, meetings with honored persons, war and labor veterans, cultural hikes and 
excursions to the sites of the revolutionary, military and labor glory of our 
people and army, as well as a mass of other measures which are regularly conducted 
in each troop collective. Certainly there is no need to list all the forms of ideo- 
logical indoctrination with the men. But the main thing is not even in their quan- 
tity but in that they are directed at deepening the ideological views of the serv- 
icemen, at strengthening and developing in them a feeling of love for the mother- 
land, pride for its successes, for belonging to the glorious Armed Forces of our 
nation. They help to develop hate for imperialism, immunity to bourgeois ideology 
and morality and a desire to carry out the set missions in the best manner. 


Political exercises play a most important role in the ideological conditioning of 
the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers and in developing their commu- 
nist ideology. These exercises are an inseparable component of the training 
process in a subunit, unit and on a ship and provide a systematic study by the 
students of the most important sociopolitical and military problems, the works of 
V. I. Lenin, the decisions of the Communist Party and the Soviet government ard the 
works of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. Here the emphasis is put on the quality and effer- 
tiveness of each exercise and its tie to other propaganda measures, the life and 
tasks of the personnel. The general education level and specific features of one 
or another audience are unfailingly considered. In this manner a comprehensiveness 
is achieved in the ideological and political indoctrination of the men. 


In the lectures and seminars and in the course of independent study the group lead- 
ers create a favorable situation for a creative exchange of opinions. Each person 
who so desires can voice his attitude toward one or another problem, hear his 
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comrades and compare their viewpoint with his own. In attending political exercises 
twice a week, the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers gradually develop 
in themselves the correct habite and constant need for independent study of politi- 
cal and military literature and they learn to assess from state ard party positions 
the events occurring in the nation and abroad as well as draw the correct practical 
conc Lusions. 


Correct actions are carried out by those men who from the first exercises become 
accustomed to thoughtful and serious work in the area of broadening and deepening 
their theoretical knowledge. Certainly practice irrefutably shows that those sol- 
diers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers who have higher results in political 
training as a rule also are on top of things in military training and everything 
goes smoothly in their service. A sufficient number of such examples can be found 
in each subunit, unit and ship. It is desirable that at the given exercise the 
propagandist telle the students of the "secrets" in the experience of the paceset- 
ters of political training from their own troop collective and how theoretical 
knowledge helps them in studies and in service, in achieving high and stable indi- 
cators in the improving of military skills and in the socialist competition in honor 
of the 26th CPSU Congress. Here it is important to emphasize tl, * the preparations 
for the next party congress has caused a great influx of political and professional 
activities amonc the personnel as well] as a desire to greet the congress with new 
successes in military and political training. 


In completing the description of material on the first question, it is essential to 
reemphasize that communist conviction and political awareness give the defender of 
the motherland vital strength and the ability to defend his convictions and rebuff 
the ideological intrigues of our class >pponents. They are a dependable guide in 
the service activities and a reliable basis for achieving high results in combat 
training and service. 


2. The Army and Navy Collective--A School of Indoctrination for Moral and Military 
Qualities 


In beginning to give the material on the second question, it is important to point 
out that both the Armed Forces ** a whole as well as each army and navy collective 
possess significant indoctrinational possibilities. The military collective unites 
the personnel in a unity of views and aims, tasks, standards and rules of conduct 
and subordinates the efforts of the soldiers and sailors to the common interests. 
The army and navy collective is the most effective form of uniting the men for 
their joint activities in successfully carrying out military duty. At the head of 
it stands the experienced indoctrinator of subordinates, the solely-responsible 
commander. 


As is known, in order to learn how to be victorious over a technically equipped, 
strong and perfidi «s enemy, in addition to conviction and political awareness, 

a soldier, sailors, sergeant or petty officer requires strong moral and military 
qualities. The entire way of military service and the entire system of combat 
training contribute to develuping these qualities as well as diverse and firm pro- 
fessional knowledge and skills. Pre:isely in the collective, under the leadership 
of their commanders, the men constantly acquire firm knowledge and skills needed 
by them as the armed defenders of the socialist motherland. Here also they con- 
stantly improve their moral-combat and psychological qualities. 











It is desirable to emphasize that the moral-combat qualities of the Soviet service- 
man are permanent, most typical traits of behavior which are formed on the basis of 
communist conviction and professional experience and make it possible for him under 
the difficult conditions of modern combat to successfully carry out his military 
duty to the motherland. The basic traits are: loyalty to the military oath and 
regulations, steadfastness and courage, bravery and decisiveness, the desire for 
victory over the enemy, initiative, combat mastery and physical endurance. 


Discipline is an important moral-combat quality of a soldier or sailor. It is an 
indispensable condition for victory in combat and for successes in peacetime combat 
training. “In order to be victorious," said V. I. Lenin, “there must be the great- 
est struggle, and iron, military discipline is essential" ("PSS, Vol 40, p 220). 
Discipline, along with the high political awareness of a soldier, serves as a good 
basis for the formation of many other moral-combat and psychological qualities. 





It must be pointed out that these qualities do not appear immediately in the serv- 
icemen. They are acquired in difficult and constant military service. The well- 
known Soviet pedagogue A. S. Makarenko said that for the indoctrination of a cou- 
rageous person it is essential to create conditions where this quality could be 
manifested. Army and navy life creates precisely such conditions. 


The first thing a young person encounters in a subunit, unit or on a ship is the 
rigid order of the day the rhythm of army and navy life which is checked down to 
the minute and second, firm military discipline and great physical stress. During 
the first moments of service, individual sailors and soldiers find it difficult to 
obey their commanders without question and to do everything in strictest accord 
with the prescripts of the regulations, instructions and manuals. But gradually 
they become accustomed to the established order and begin to realize that this is 
indispensable in the army and navy. The strictness of the commanders ceases to 
seem excessive to the soldiers and sailors and their demandingness is now perceived 
as something understandable and required. The men realize that military science 
starts with things that are at first glance insignificant and sometimes even trans- 
parent, that is, from the ability to make a bed correctly, to arrive on time for 
physical exercises, to learn to “march” in step, to salute smartly and so forth. 


In the course of studying the regulations, during drill and physical training and 
daily training sessions the servicemen develop smartness, a feeling of mutual help, 
and inner resourcefulness and discipline. They themselves begin to note that they 
have become physically stronger, they have acquired military bearing and have 
learned to value time and easily surmount difficulties. However all of this is 
just the first steps to soldier “maturity.” It is important to reinforce the ini- 
tial successes and to constantly develop and improve the acq:ired knowledge and 
skills. Here a great role is played by the sergeants and petty officers of the 
subunits, units and ships. Along with the officers they must train and indoctrin- 
ate their subordinates and constantly inculcate in them the necessary moral and 
combat qualities. In order to handle his duties well a sergeant or petty officer 
must himself know and be able to do a great deal and must constantly hone his 
skills in indoctrinating the men. 


The process of improving moral-combat and psychological qualities in the servicemen 
occurs particularly intensely in exercises for tactical, weapons, technical and 





special training. The field and the sea are a true school for each soldier, sailor, 
sergeant and pecty officer, Precisely here, under conditions close to actual com- 
bat, the men muat act with a full etraining of their forces aw in real combat, 
Understandably vuch exercises have a great indoctrinational effect on them, Cer- 
tainly in the course of them the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers 

not only improve their obtained knowledge and skills, but often take a definite 
risk and expose themselves to significant physical and psychological stresses. 

This requires from the men a maximum concentration of effort and will on carrying 
out the given missions as well as precise calculation in actions, skill and endur- 
ance. 


The desire not t> retreat, to control oneself in a difficult moment and to overcome 
the natural feeling of fear in front of an occurring danger actively helps to de- 
velop in the men self-possession, courage, and at times tru> heroism. These quali- 
ties are essential for a soldier, sailor, sergeant and petty officer not only in a 
combat situation but aiso in peacetime. The following example can be given in sub- 
stantiation of this. 


A group of divers headed by WO ["michman"] V. Tarasov was instructed to clear the 
seaport of Klay eda of undetonated explosives. The sailors worked many days under 
water, bringinw «p the lethal loads which had remained since the war. In one of 
the descents to the bottom, having just picked up the next shell, WO Tarasov sud- 
denly heard a dull click. What was that? He had just a few seconds to think. If 
the ‘use had been activated there would be an inevitable disaster. The remaining 
ammunition would be detonated by the explosion of the shell, and the city and peo- 
ple would suffer.... The warrant officer, holding the dangerous shell against him- 
self, headed deeper into the waters of c.e port. He went deeper until he came to 
the end of the signal rope. This storped Tarasov. Then he lay down covering the 
shell with his body and began to wait for an explosion. But it did not happen. 
Having made certain that the shell was safe, the warrant officer informed his 
comrades of what had happened. For this feat, Tarasov was awarded an order. 


Many similar examples could be given. They serve as good substantiation of the 
fact that our Army and Navy produce truly courageous and valorous men. The Soviet 
military is always ready to hon»o~ably carry out its duty as armed defenders of the 
motherland and is ready for a feat for the sake of the ideals of communism. 


The standing of alert duty, guard duty, watches and daily detail play an important 
role in the military growth and in the all-round development and improvement of 
high moral-combat qualities in each soldier, sailor, sergeant and petty officer. 
Here a soldier particularly needs political maturity and vigilance, initiative 

and tenacity, discipline and excellent mastery. 


It is right so'd that soldiers are not born but they are made. Daily routine, 
combat and politic ° training, field exercises, long sea and ocean cruises and the 
entire way of military life better than anything else contribute to military de- 
velopment and make courageous men and reliable defenders of the socialist father- 
land out of young men. Our .ilitary is a single combat family and are true 
brothers in spirit, in conviction ani in the aims for which they are serving. 














It is important to point out that friendship and comradeship are one of the moral- 
combat qualities of the soldiers and sailors and at the same time a glorious combat 
tradition of the Soviet Armed Forces. This tradition has developed over the dec- 
ades and has been tempered in the fierce battles for the honor, freedom and inde- 
pendence of our motherland. At present it helps our men in mastering the assigned 
weapons and equipment and in more successfully carrying out the set tasks. And 
thie ie understandabl«e. Certainly military service by its basic nature is collec- 
tive. While even in peacetime it involves a risk to life, in a war 4 person is 
constantly acting under dangerous conditions. Here comradely mutual aid and a 
helping hand are indispensable. This is why (ve Internal Service Regulations of 
the USSR Armed Forces states: "A serviceman gust...value military comradeship, 
help comrades in word and deed, restrain them from unworthy actions and, sparing 
neither one's life, help them out of danger...." These demands conform fully to 
the moral standards which have developed in our society and to ite principle "a 
man is a friend, comrade and brother to another man." For the soldiers and sailors 
they have long become a daily rule of conduct and .apose on each serviceman not 
only service but also moral duties, that is, to always be ready to help a comrade, 
to support him in a difficult moment, and save him if his life is endangered. 


In each unit and on each ship it is possible to find many vivid examples which af- 
firm thie truth. Here is what happened in one of the units of the Red Banner Far 
Eastern Military District. In the unloading of a vessel, a large wave knocked 

Pvt G. Grachev off his feet and swept him overboard. Pvt Yu. Pomazkov who was near- 
by immediately dove overboard to help his comrade and succeeded in grabbing him by 
the jacket. Buc Grachev had been knocked unconscious from the heavy blow in the 
fall and Pomazkov had to hold him up with one arm and swim with the other. Regard- 
less of the stormy sea, the two soldiers made their way to shore. And here he ad- 
ministered first aid to the victim. Grachev's life was saved. 


It must be pointed out that friendship and comradeship are inconceivable without 
principledness in relationships. True comradeship means irreconcilability for the 
shortcomings of one another. A lack of principle, indifference and nonintervention 
weaken the military collective. For this reason to close one's eyes to negative 
traits in the conduct of a comrade or in his attitude toward service duties would 
mean to render him a bad service and harm the common cause. 


True friendship excludes such phenomena which are alien to the socialist way of 
life as mutual guarantees, hogwash and a desire for alcohol. In individual sub- 
units there still are instances of altercations between che soldiers and junior 
commanders and a disdainful attitude of certain men from an earlier induction 
period to their fellow servicemen. Such phenomena must be decisively combated and 
rooted out of our life by all forces. Here an important role is played by the Army 
and Navy community. It is important that in all troop collectives, without excep- 
tion, a hostile attitude be created for the violators of discipline and the negli- 
gent men and that any instance of a deviation from the requirements of the regula- 
tions results in condemnation among the personne). 


At present the demands upon the combat solidarity of the military collective, upon 
friendship and comradeship of the servicemen have grown immeasurably. This is due 
to the fact that many types of weapons in the Army and Navy have become collective- 
ly used. They are operated not by 4 single man but rather by entire groups of men, 





by crews or teams, And here each specialist must show particular attentiveness and 
accuracy of actions and complete mutual understanding with the members of hie troop 
collective. Certainly the slightest failure in the actions of even one soldier or 
sailor can substantially complicate the carrying out of 4 combat mission by 4 sub- 
unit or by 4 ship department. This is why, in speaking about cooperation and dis- 
cipline in a military collective, one has in mind primarily the responsibility of 
each serviceman for the scrupulous performance of the duties assigned to him and 
for a conecientious attitude toward the assigned job. 


it is a demand of the times that all the personnel at present should master the 
assigned weapons and military equipment and be able to use them without delay and 
efficiently. But in combat it can happen that one of the men is put out of commis- 
sion. A fellow serviceman should immediately take the place of the missing man and 
do the job of two. And for thie it is important not just ia words but in deed to 
work for complete interchangeability in the squad, team, crew or establisiment 
and in addition to his basic specialty each soldier, sailor, sergeant and petty 
officer should master several related ones. 


In completing the description of the material for the second question, it is essen- 
tial to reempha ize that a strong, close-knit military collective is the guarantec 
for high combs: .eadiness. It has a constant influence on the sen. This creates 
favorable opportunities so that the company, battery, squadron or ship department 
be true centers for indoctrinating the personnel in high moral-combat qualities, 
friendship and comradeship. Only such a collective which is united by a common 
goal and discipline, by a feeling of mutual support and by a readiness for a feat 
for the sake of the motherland is capable of acting successfully on the battlefield 
and ensuring victory over the enemy. 


In our times, the task of strengthening military friendship and troop comradeship 
with the men of the armies in the fraternal socialist states is assuming particu- 
lar significance. This is one of the sources of the defense might of our countries 
and the guarantee that any intrigue. of the imperialists and their supporters 
against the socialist commonwealih will be doomed to defeat and be properly re- 
buffed. 


3. To Constantly Improve Military Mastery, To Raise Combat Readiness 


In beginning to give the material on the third question, it is essential to point 
out that under present-day conditions a rise in the indoctrinational role of the 
Soviet Armed Forces and the strengthening of the combat readiness of the Army and 
Navy are assuming particular significance. This has been caused by the greater 
aggressiveness of imperialism, by the sharp exacerbation of the international situ- 
ation. The .coup leader will find a profound and thorough analysis of it in the 
documents o. the 75th CPSU Congress, in the materials of the June (1980) Plenum of 
the CPSU Central .. mittee and in the speech of Comrade L. |. Brezhnev at the 
ceremony in Alma-Ata devoted to the 60th anniversary of Kazakhstan and the Kazakh 
Communit Party. 


In recent years, significant advances have been made in strengthening peace and 


in detente due to the efforts of the USSR and the other countries of the socialist 
commonwealth. However, these positive cnanges on the international scene are not 
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to the liking of the aggressive imperialist circles. The United States and ite 
NATO partners have not abandoned the attempts to break the existing approximate 
military equality of the forces in the world and to achieve superiority over the 
USER and the states of the socialist commonwealth. They intentionally are exacer- 
bating the international situation, they are intensifying the arma race and creat- 
ing centers of military danger in various regions of the world. Under false ex- 
patiation about the so-called “Soviet military threat," the U.S. Administration is 
seeking ever-new military expenditures and intensifying the preparations for war. 


The military-political rapproachment of the United States, Japan and China repre- 
sents 4 serious danger to peace. The collusion of Beijing with the most aggressive 
U.S. and NATO circles has become so apparent that certain military leaders in the 
West openly consider China to be the 16th member of NATO. 


In considering the complexity of the international situation, the Communiet Party 
and the Soviet government are taking every measure to ensure the reliable security 
of the socialist motherland and to maintain its defense might on the level of mod- 
ern requirements. “The foreign policy of our nation,” said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
in his speech at the ceremonies in Alma-Ata on 29 Auguet 1980, “is a clear and 
honest policy of peace and is not aimed against any third party. We are not en- 
croaching on anyone's land and we are not intervening into anyone's internal af- 
fairs. But we will alvays be able to defend our rights and legitimate interests. 


“Our valorous Armed Forces possess everything to rebuff any aggressor." 


The men of the Army and Navy give particular importance to raising combat readiness. 
They are profoundly aware that this is the main demand of the party on the Armed 
Forces. As is known, combat readiness represents a fusion of the technical equip- 
ping of the troops, their military skills, their goral-political, psychological and 
physical conditioning, organization and the readiness of each Soviet soldier to 
carry out a feat in the name of the socialist motherland. Constant combat readi- 
ness is ensured by the constant labor of each soldier and depends largely upon the 
level of the field, air and sea skille of the troops and naval forces. It is 
formed out of large and small military matters and each day grows in intense labor 
activities, in alert duty and at daily exercises--inr the classrooms and at the 
ranges, in sea cruises and training air combat. he wore e fective the combat 
training, the higher its quality and results the greater the combat readiness of 
the Armed Forces. 


Modern military equipment and weapons place high demands on the mastery of the 
servicemen and on their moral-political and cowbat qualities. In the process of 
combat training, the personnel of the @issile forces, aviation, air defense troops, 
the submarine fleet and the men of all combat specialties come into contact with 
very involved electronic, radio engineering and automatic devices and must employ 
very accurate instruments and attachments. Today the servicemen must have exten- 
sive information in the most diverse areas of knowledge Here the successes depend 
directly upon the general educational level of the personnel and upon the tenacity 
and industriousness of the soldiers and sailors wring the exercise it is wise 
to describe the experience of the gasters of 4 combat epecialty who can be found 
in each subunit, unit and ship, to diéclose the “secrete” of their military exper- 
tise and to describe in greater detail how, step by step, they attained the 





difficult seience of being 4 soldier and what results have been achieved in the 
socialist competition to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 


At present, intense combat training is underway in the troops and fleets. In the 
course of the precongress socialist competition, new patriotic initiatives and 
undertakings are being born. For example, the mottoes "An Outstanding Result for 
Each Precongress Day," “Our Shock Labor for the Motherland and the Party, a Worthy 
Greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress!" and “Today the Level of an Outstanding Man, 
Tomorrow the Level of the Military Collective" have become an integral part in the 
process of military training and have been adopted by many subunits, units and 
ships. 


In the Strategic Rocket Troops for several years now there has been a competition 
under the motto “Two or Three Related Specialties for Each Missileman."” There are 
also many valuable initiatives in the Ground Forces. Among them are: the struggle 
for complete interchangeability in the squads and crews, for increasing marching 
speeds, for raising the clase rating of [tank] drivers, gunners and so forth. All 
military aviators are involved in the movement for excellent results in each flight 
and for completely eliminating potential air accidents. Among the military con- 
struction worke s a competition has developed under the motto "26 Shock Weeks ‘Til 
the 26th CPSU C-agress!" It is important that the socialist competition, having 
become an inseparable part of the military service of the soldiers and sailors, 
helps to further raise the level of military and political training and contributes 
to a strengthening of discipline and order and ultimately to raising the combat 
readiness of the subunits, units and ships. 


In completing the description of the material on the subject, the men must be re- 
minded of the words of L. I. Brezhnev that “military service in our country is labor 
for the sake of peace. Our might is not directed and never will be directed against 
other peoples. It is rather a strong warning against anyone who covets what is not 
theirs or would encroach on the interests of our nation, on the interests of the 
entire socialist commonwealth. Sine the adventurists are still with us, peace in 
the world depends upon the combat readiness and capability of our Armed Forces. 

The peace to which the Soviet nation from the very first Leninist decree has de- 
voted its thoughts and its conc as." 


During the hours of independent study, it is recommended that the students study 
the work of V. I. Lenin "The Tasks of the Youth Unions” (PSS, Vol 41, pp 298-318); 
the report of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev “Report of the CPSU Central Committee and the 
Next Tasks of the Party in the Area of Domestic and Foreign Policy" ("Materialy 
XXV S"yezda KPSS," pp 75-78, 83); the speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the 
June and October (1980) plenums of the CPSU Central Committee and at the ceremony 
in Alma-Ata voted to the 60th anniversary of Kazakhstan and the Kazakh Communist 
Party (PRAV.., 7?” June, 30 August and 22 October 1980). 


During the evening it is advisable to organize the screening of the following docu- 
mentary films “900 Unforgette’le Days,” “Always Be On Guard" and "I Serve the 
Soviet Union,” and the film strips “The Paths of Fathers Are the Roads of Their 
Sons" and “The Central Museum of th» Armed Forces." It is also advisable to organ- 
ize meetings between the men and participants in the Great Patriotic War and vet- 
erans of the subunit, unit and ship as well as visits by the servicemen to museums 
and rooms of military glory. 











It ia desirable that in preparing for the exercise, the propagandist use the 
article by Capt let Rank N, Kostikov "A School of Life, a School of Indoctrination," 
which was published in KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL, No 11, 1980. 


In the seminar (talk) it is recommended that the following questions be discussed: 
1. What is ideological conviction and how is it manifested? 2. What demands are 
made on the moral-political and combat qualities of a Soviet soldier? 3. What is 
the significance of friendship and comradeship in military service? 4. A rise in 
military skills, the strengthening of discipline and the improving of combat readi- 
nese--a most important duty of each man. 5. The taske of the personnel of a unit 
or ship in prorer!y celebrating the 26th CPSU Congress. 
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METHODS OF IMPROVING SOCIALIST COMPETITLON DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIi in Russian No 23, Dec 80 signed to press 
19 Nov 80 pp 26-34 


[Article by Candidate of Philosophical Sciences, Docent, Col Yu. Mel'nikov: "A 
Powerful Means for Developing the Initiative of the Masses"*] 


[Text] The CPSU ‘« preparing to celebrate its 26th Congress in a situation of a 
nation-wide petriotic upsurge. In response to the decisions of the October (1980) 
Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, the workers of our country and the men of the 
Armed Forces, in expressing unanimous support for the party's domestic and foreign 
policy, by shock work are endeavoring to strengthen the economic and defense might 
of the motherland. Throughout the nation, commented Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in the 
speech at the plenum, the socialist compe.ition is broadening to successfully con- 
clude the Tenth Five-Year Plan and prorerly celebrate the 26th Party Congress. The 
production collectives in industry and agriculture, in construction and transporta- 
tion are assuming obligations to improve quality, to strengthen savings and thrifti- 
ness, to increase labor discipline and make a good start to the lith Five-Year Plan. 


The party has seen and does see ir th: socialist competition a powerful means for 
developing the creative initiative o. the masses and an effective method for rais- 
ing the productive forces, improv‘ i production relationships and indoctrinating the 
workers. 


1. Lenin's Ideas of the Socialist Competition and Their Development in the CPSU 
Documents 


The nature of the socialist competition, ite essence and organizational principles 
were disclosed by our party's leader, V. I. Lenin. He saw in it a powerful means 
for developine the creative principle, initiative and independence of the masses and 
a method to  .volve the workers in the active construction of a new life. Lenin's 
ideas of the compe: ‘tion underlay the plan for the construction of socialism. And at 
present they serve as a powerful lever of social progress. 





*The article is recommended for use in the officer Marxist-Leninist study groups in 
studying the subject "V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the Socialist Competition. Ways 
for Increasing the Effectiveness of the Socialist Competition in the Army and Navy.” 














In relying on the conclusions and concepte of K. Marx and F. Engele, V. I. Lenin 
ecientifically proved that competition is objectively inherent to the socialist or- 
ganization of social labor and in its most general form is an attitude of competi- 
tiveness and rivalry between people based on man's desire to show himself as ean in- 
dividual and to achieve the finest results in one or another sphere of activity. 

In his work “How to Organize the Competition?" Lenin pointed out: “Socialism not 
only does not extinguish competition but, on the contrary, for the first time cre- 
ates an opportunity to employ it truly widely, truly on a mass scale, to involve 
actually a majority of the workers in such work where they can prove themselves, 
ane — and disclose talents..." (PSS [Complete Collected Works), 
Vol 35, p 195). 


In Lenin's works one can clearly trace the idea that the material base of the social- 
ist competition is production which is based upon public ownership and the socialist 
cooperation of labor. The relationships of comradely competition and cooperation 
among people in their production activities develop precisely on this economic base. 
Under socialist conditions the ideological and political source of competition is 
the class awareness of the workers and all toilers and their conviction in the hie. 
torical superiority of the social system created by them over a capitalist one. An 
understanding by the workers that they are working not for the exploiters but for 
themselves, for their own society, gives rise to a labor enthusiasm, innovation, 
creative initiative and a masse socialist competition. 


The inspired foresight of V. I. Lenin was aleo apparent in the fact that he viewed 
the socialist competition as a necessary and effective means for carrying out funda- 
mental transformations in all spheres of social life (economic, sociopolitical and 
spiritual) and as a powerful lever for involving the broad masses of people in eco- 
nomic and cultural construction. The development of the socialist competition was 
viewed by him as a factor for the growth of labor productivity and the efficiency 
of social production, for strengthening labor discipline and organization, for ele- 
vating the working man and forming collectivist relationships between people. At 
the Third Komsomol Congress, V. I. Lenin said that as “communist competition is de- 
veloped...in keeping with this the success of communist construction will be en- 
sured” (PSS, Vol 41, p 318). 


To V. I. Lenin belongs the historical accomplishment of establishing the necessity 
of organizing a socialist competition as a state concern on a scale of the entire 
national economy. In order that the competition serve as a powerful means of eco- 
nomic and social development in society, he taught, it is essential to have the con- 
stant working of the subjective factor, that is, the aware organizing activities of 
people. To organize a competition, V. I. Lenin pointed out, means: in the first 
place to provide publicity which would offer an opportunity for all the workers, 
all the collectives and all the oblasts to know well the experienc: bers and 
see the prospects of general economic development; secondly, to provide comparabil- 
ity of labor results in different collectives and oblasts; thirdly, to provide an 
opportunity for the practical repetition of advanced experience acquired by the best 
collectives. 


When the Soviet people, under the leadership of the Communist Party, began the socio- 
economic transformations, the questions arose of how to best organize the construc- 

tion of a new life, the daily accounting and control of production and the distribu- 
tion of products, how to involve the broad gasses in this work, develop their inde- 

pendence, arouse their initiative, and promote the most talented organizers from 
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among the workers. V. I, Lenin perceptively saw in a competition of the workers 
one of the effective methods for solving these complex social problems. Our task 
now, when 4 socialist government is in power, he wrote, is to organize the competi- 
tion. 


Subsequently, as V. I. Lenin predicted, the role of the socialist competition in the 
life of Soviet society has grown more and more with every passing year. Through the 
development of shock work and the Stakhanovite movement, it has reached a new, higher 
stage, a competition of millions, a movement for a communist attitude toward labor. 


The 25th CPSU Congress made a major contribution to the development of Lenin's 
theory of the socialist competition. It assessed the nation-wide scope of the com- 
petition as support for party policy and as a condition for new achievements by the 
Soviet people in all spheres of activity. "We all are pleased," emphasized Comrade 
L. 1. Brezhnev at the congress, “by the deep roots which Lenin's ideas of a social- 
ist competition have put down. We are proud that the couwmunists are in the vanguard 
of the competition. The competition is having a profound impact on economic prac- 
tices, on the sociopolitical life of the people and on the moral atmosphere. To 
further develop the socialist competition and the movement for a communist attitude 
toward labor in every possible way--this is our general fighting slogan" ("Materialy 
XXV S"yezda KP.»' [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 76-77). 


Clear proof of the embodiment of Lenin's ideas on the socialist competition in the 
life of Soviet society is the fact of their legislative enactment in the USSR Con- 
stitution. “Relying on the active creativity of the workers, the socialist competi- 
tion and the achievements of scientific and technical progress and in improving the 
forms and methods of economic leadership," this document states, “the state ensures 
the growth of labor productivity, a r’:e in production efficiency and work quality 
and the dynamic planned and proportional development of the national economy." 


The content and tasks of the competi*ion in the concluding stage of the Tenth Five- 
Year Plan were disclosed in detail] in the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On 
the Socialist Competition to Proper!y Celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress." At present 
the chief attention of the competitors is focused on the attaining of the highest 
practical results and carrying ..c the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, and the 
November (1979), June and October (1980) plenums of the CPSU Central Committee. 


2. The Competition--A Powerful Factor for Raising the Combat Readiness of the 
Soviet Armed Forces 


The socialist competition is developed in all spheres of life of Soviet society 
and it functions just as naturally in the Armed Forces. Arising under the condi- 
tions of t! ivil War, it even then played an important role in our army and was a 
source whicl hei, ¢ to raise the morale of the troops, to strengthen order and find 
new reserves for raising the combat capability of the army. For this reason V. I. 
Lenin urged: "More forces inte activities in the troops, more initiative and bold- 
ness, more competition..." ‘" °, Vol 39, p 208). 


In going through a number of stages in its development, the socialist competition in 
the Armed Forces has presently acquiied truly army-wide scope, it encompasses all 
spheres of activities in the troop collectives and has become an inseparable part 

in the process of military and political training. Virtually all the personnel par- 
ticipates in it. 


4b 





The competition in the Army and Navy has ite particular features which are deter- 
mined by the specific military organization, military service and military work. it 
operates as a especial form of the interaction and relationships of the personnel 
which come into being in the process of their conscious activities aimed at carrying 
out the duty of defending the socialist fatherland. As an inseparable component of 
the entire training and indoctrination process, the competition is closely Linked 
to the tasks of maintaining .vwe subunits, unite aad ships in constant combat readi- 
ness and helps to improve the quality of military and political training, the serv- 
ice and production activities of the troop and labor collectives. 


With the entry of a Soviet citizen into the ranks of the Armed Forces, his main ob- 
jective becomes the mastery of military affairs and all-round preparations to defend 
the socialist fatherland. For this reason, the competition in the Army and Navy op- 
erates as a powerful means of mobilizing the personnel to carry out the tasks posed 
for them by the Communist Party and as an instrument by which the commanders, polit- 
ical bodies, staffs, party and Komsomol organizations develop the activeness of the 
troop collectives, directing this at raising the combat readiness of the subunits, 
units and ships and the all-round communist indoctrination of the Soviet military. 
The member of the Polibturo of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR Minister of 
Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, has pointed out: "The socialist competition is a 
powerful factor for further increasing the combat readiness of the troops and naval 
forces. It helps to develop mass creativity, initiative and tenacity among the men 
in reaching the set goals. The desire in the course of the socialist competition, 
in using Lenin's words, to move constantly further and to achieve continuously more 
makes it possible for the men to become true masters of military service and to mas- 
ter the weapons and military equipment entrusted to them. Military and political 
training and the socialist competition are inseparable and the competitive drive 
tells immediately on the quality of combat skills" (‘Izbrannyye Rechi i Stat'i" 
[Selected Speeches and Articles], Moscow, Politizdat, 1979, p 398). 


The main thing in the content of the socialist competition in the Armed Forces is 

a rise in the effectiveness of the troop training and ‘ndoctrination process, the 
high-quality fulfillment of the combat training plans, the achieving of outstanding 
indicators primarily for the basic types of miltiary and political training, a fur- 
ther reduction in the times required to bring the subunits, units and ships into a 
state of combat readiness, the excellent mastery of the weapons and military equip- 
ment and the learning of the most effective methods of their combat employment. The 
competition is inseparable from a rise in the political and cultural level of the 
personnel and includes a struggle for honor and dignity, flawless conduct, exemplary 
appearance and smartness of the men and their observance of the standards of com- 
munist morality and military ethics. It is also aimed at improving the material and 
routine support for the personnel, the economic consumption of materiel, the main- 
tenance of the military camps, barracks, vehicle parks in an exemplary state and so 
forth. In a word, the competition encompasses virtually all aspects of military 
activities and is directed at developing active labor, creative initiative, healthy 
rivalry and comradely mutual aid, the propagandizing and introduction of advanced 
experience and the bringing of the laggards up to the level of the advanced. It has 
become a true laboratory for indoctrinating a communist attitude toward labor and 
toward carrying out service duties. 


The commanders (chiefs) and their deputies for political affairs, with the active 
participation of the staffs, party and Komsomol organizations, are the organizers 





and leaders of the competition in the Army and Navy. "A commander (chief)," states 
Article 54 of the Internal Service Regulations, "is obliged to organize the social- 
ist competition among the personnel of the unit, ship (subunit) and provide daily 
leadership over it for the purposes of mobilizing all the servicemen to carry out 
the taske posed by the Communist Party and the Soviet government for the Armed 
Forces; he must instill in the personnel a constant desire to carry out the assumed 
socialiat obligations fully and with high quality." 


In terms of its general purpose, the socialist competition in the Army and Navy 
carries out two interrelated functions: professional-combat and social- 
indoctrinational. The first includes a rise in the combat readiness of the units 
and subunits by improving military skills, knowledge, abilities and capacities of 
the servicemen, by increasing the scientific organization of military labor and also 
the methods of military activities, that is, a better unification of man and equip- 
ment on the basis of comradely competition and cooperation among the men in all 
areas of combat training. This function has always been at the center of attention 
of the commanders, political bodies, staffs, party and Komsomol organizations, but 
under present-day conditions, in line with the scientific and technical revolution, 
it has assumed particular weight, for the combat capability and readiness of the 
Armed Forces ult mately depend upon how well the men of the Army and Navy have mas- 
tered the equi,went and weapons and how they learn to employ them. 


The social-indoctrinational function of the socialist competition carries out the 
task of improving relationships between the servicemen and strengthening their co- 
operation and mutual aid. In the course of the competition such high moral quali- 
ties are instilled in the men as communist ideological loyalty and principledness, 
discipline, military honor and moral responsibility for the common cause. The com- 
petition develops in the men the habit of carrying out their duties at full strength 
and develops their activeness and initiative. 


The role of the social-indoctrinatioral function of the competition is growing under 
present-day conditions. The collective nature of the weapons and the military equip- 
ment has raised the role of each in!ividual and strengthened the interdependency of 
the men in the process of carrying out the combat missions. Ultimately the course 
and outcome of a war depend precisely upon man and upon his spiritual and physical 
qualities. For this reason in order to dependably control the military equipment 
and weapons and skillfully employ them in a complex combat situation, a Soviet sol- 
dier needs not only excellent military knowledge and skills but also high spiritual 
qualities, strong physical conditioning and these are developed in the course of the 
daily struggle to carry out the assumed socialist obligations. 


At present the socialist competition in the Soviet Armed Forces has adopted all the 
best that w*.s vorked out by previous practice. Its role has increased as 4 means 
for raising cne . mbat readiness of the units and ships and as schools for politi- 
cal, labor, moral and mil‘tary indoctrination of the personnel. It has gained more 
professionalism and concreteness. The socialist obligations are more closely Linked 
to the programs, plans and ts + of military and political training. For many years 
the competition has actually been organized and conducted annually as an army-wide 
one. The leading units of all the ara@ed services and ships are its initiators. The 
socialist obligations and mottoes of tne competition which they propose are approved 
and supported by the USSR Ministry of Defense and the Main Political Directorate of 
the Soviet Army and Navy and by all the personnel. This opens up scope for mass 











initiative and multiplies the ranks of the outstanding men in training, the class 
specialists and the masters of military affairs. 


This has been most apparent in the patriotic movement of the personnel of the troope 
and naval forces to properly celebrate the 110th birthday of V. I. Lenin and the 
35th anniversary of the victory of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War un- 
der the motto "To Sacredly Carry Out Lenin's Legacy, To Improve Military and Politi- 
cal Training, To Increase Vigilance, and To Always Be Ready to Defend the Motherland 
and the Great Victories of Socialism." The initiators of this competition were the 
best troop collectives of the armed services, including: a missile unit (Commander, 
Lt Col M. Kolosov, the Four-Time Order Bearing Guards Motorized Rifle Regiment of 
the Rogachev Guards Motorized Rifle Division imeni Verkhovnyy Sovet BSSR (Commander, 
Guards Lt Col L. Kovalev), an antiaircraft missile regiment (Commander, Lt Col G. 
Klimentov), the Red Banner Bomber Air Regiment (where until recently Col G. Treznyuk 
was the commander) and the large ASW ship "Petropavlovsk" of the Red Banner Pacific 
Fleet (Commander, Capt 34 Rank A. Kuz'min). 


The development of the socialist competition in the Army and Navy at the present 
stage of their development has produced many valuable initiatives aimed at increas- 
ing the effectiveness and quality of combat training. Among them are such as “hit 
the target on the first round, the first shot," “act at night using daytime stand- 
ards," “an outstanding result for each sortie and each flight shift," “today the 
goal of an outstanding man and tomorrow the goal of the collective" and many others. 
The movement for the leading formation in the Armed Forces, district, group of 
forces and the fleet has assumed a broad scope. This was started under the initia- 
tive of the personnel from the Guards Taman’ Motorized Rifle Division imeni M. I. 
Kalinin of the Order of Lenin Moscow Military District. These initiatives are the 
reflection of the fervent desire of the Soviet military to carry out the tasks posed 
by the party and government for the Armed Forces with honor and dignity. 


At present, the troops and fleets have widely developed a socialist competition to 
properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. The men of the Army and Navy, having 
set the shock precongress watch, have completed the 1980 training year with high 
results and have successfully carried out the tasks confronting them. High indica- 
tors were achieved by the personnel in the four-time order bearing guards motorized 
rifle regiment which is commanded by Guards Lt Col L. Kovalev. Here 70 percent of 
all the conducted exercises have been judged “excellent,” and the remainder were 
"good." All the companies received good evaluations for firing the weapons of the 
infantry combat vehicle, and 62 percent of the gunners hit the target on the first 
round or with the first burst, while 97 percent of the crews carried out the gunnery 
exercises significantly surpassing the standards. For more than 10 years, the Red 
Banner Helicopter Regiment imeni V. I. Lenin has been outstanding. Around 70 per- 
cent of the aviators in this unit are outstanding men in military and political 
training and 80 percent of the pilots and navigators are specialists lst and 2d 
class. 


The precongress competition in the Army and Navy has been characterized by an excep- 
tional wealth and diversity of its forms and by the desire of the personnel to bet- 
ter and more effectively carry out the tasks of military and political training. 
For example, in the Belorussian Military District the Komsomol members of the Red 
Banner Tank Regiment imeni Leninskiy Komsomol, having joined the All-Union Youth 
Relay of Shock Actions, in honor of the party congress have developed a competition 
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under the motto “Our Shock Labor for the Motherland and the Party and a Worthy 
Greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress!" In the Strategic Rocket Forces the movement 
is broadening for the excellent execution of each combat training missile launch 
and for repairs. In the National Air Defense Forces, the subunits have assumed ob- 
ligations to stand alert duty excellently and to obtain the maximum use of the com- 
bat capabilities of the equipment and weapons. Among the military aviators there 
has been active support for the initiative for the advanced regiments under the 
motto: "An Excellent Result for Each Precongress Day and Each Flight Shift with a 
Grade of Excellent!" In the Navy, following the example of the crew of the cruiser 
"Kiev," an intense struggle has been underway to carry out the navigation problems 
and gunnery exercises with only a grade of "excellent." 


The main efforts of the competing troops and troop collectives are focused on suc- 
cessfully carrying out the concrete tasks of military and political training, on 
the complete and high-quality fulfillment of the precongress socialist obligations, 
on increasing the effectiveness of the training process and the quality of combat 
skills, on further strengthening military discipline, uniting the troop collectives 
and increasing the vigilance and combat readiness of the subunits, units, ships and 
formations. 


3. Conditions ind Ways for Increasing the Effectiveness of the Socialist 
Competition in the Army and Navy 


The effectiveness of the competition is a broad, vast and at the same time specific 
concept. [Lt is organically linked to the level of the activeness of the troops and 
troop collectives, to the results of their activities and to the changes constantly 
occurring in the Armed Forces. The essence of effectiveness consists in the most 
complete and high-quality execution of the combat training missions by the personnel 
of the units and subunits and in achieving the indoctrinational objectives over a 
certain period of time with the best utilization of the opportunities existing for 
this. 


The effectiveness of the socialist | .mpetition in the troops and navy is assessed 

by a whole system of criteria. Uovever there is the main, basic criterion which 
determines the degree of the use:ul effect of the competition on the personnel par- 
ticipating in it and their activity, a criterion which represents in using the words 
of V. 1. Lenin, "The most objective fact allowing the least subjective reinterpre- 
tation..." (PSS, Vol 22, p 282). The main criterion here is the overall result of 
carrying out the combat missions, the military and political training plans and the 
achieved level of combat readiness in the subunits, units and ships. 


Precisely this focuses the results of all the efforts of the personnel, that is, the 
degree of » -'. ring the weapons and military equipment, high organization, strong 
military discipii..., the ideological and political conditioning of the men and their 
physical development. 


The conditions and ways for sing the effectiveness of the socialist competition 
have been outlined in the documents »%f the Communist Party and in the orders and 
directives of the USSR Minister of Deiense and the Chief of the Main Political Di- 
rectorate of the Soviet Army and Navy. The scope and effectiveness of the competi- 
tion are determined primarily by the level of organizational work carried out by the 
commanders, political bodies, staffs, party ani Komsomol organizations. It is no 
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accident that the ability to organize the competition and utilize its strong force 
in the interests of raising combat readiness in the army and navy is viewed as a 
certificate of maturity for our military personnel. This ability presupposes, first 
of all, the capacity to ensure the complete carrying out of the Leninist principles 
for organizing the competition, including: publicity, comparison of results and 

the possibility of the actual repetition of advanced experience. The leadership of 
the competition rests on such general management principles as democratic central- 
ism, objectivity, concreteness, optimality, the principle of the basic link, and the 
use of material and spiritual incentives. 


The socialist competition brings the greatest effect when it has a comprehensive, 
all-encompassing nature, Such an approach to the question, emphasized Comrade L,. I. 
Brezhnev, in providing an increase in the effect of the competition, at the same 
time raises its indoctrinational significance. For the Armed Forces, this means 
that in organizing the competition, it is essential in every possible way to de- 
velop and organically combine its basic functions, that is, to endeavor to unite the 
activities of the men in improving special military knowledge and the skills of mas- 
tering military equipment and weapons with the formation of high moral-combat and 
psychological qualities and physical conditioning. The fullest reflection of these 
tasks in the socialist obligations, the systematic check on the course of carrying 
them out and the regular summing up of the results of the competition are a guaran- 
tee for a continuous rise in its effectiveness. On this level the demand of the 
CPSU Central Committee of making fuller use of the indoctrinational opportunities 

of the socialist competition should be a guide to action for the commanders, politi- 
cal workers, staffs and party and Komsomol organizations. The party has pointed to 
the necessity of promptly and widely informing the workers about the course of the 
competition, to be concerned with the growth of their professional and cultural 
level, to respond sensitively to the needs and requests of the men and respect the 
opinion of the labor collective. In summing up the results of the competition with- 
out fail consideration must be given not only to the production indicators but also 
the state of indoctrination. 


In the struggle for the effectiveness of the competition, its organizers must en- 
deavor to make the socialist competitions of the personnel taut and sound, that is, 
consider the real opportunities of the men and troop collectives. It has long been 
known that if the obligations are understated this impedes the active creativity of 
the competitors, it prevents the u: “ reserves and contradicts the very idea of 
the competition which is to move ‘asly farther and to constantly attain more. 
And conversely, unrealistic overstacec iigations, as a rule, sap the men's confi- 
dence in their own forces and dull the interest in the competition. This is why 
each commander and political worker, each party activist, in directing the competi- 
tion, must strictly adhere to the principle that the obligations derive from below 
and come from the personnel and that the men feel responsible for carrying them out. 
The party sees this as one of the most important indoctrinational opportunities of 
the competition. 


A rise in the effectiveness of the competition is directly linked also to the steady 
development and support of true competitiveness in the process of it and a healthy 
rivalry among the men and troop collectives and above all in the elements such as 
the squad, platoon, company, and battalion. Business-like rivalry and the consist- 
ent new heights in military advancement temper the will of a man and develop tenac- 
ity in achieving the set goals. 


49 





An important condition for increasing the effectiveness of the competition is a 
strengthening of the role and influence of the troop collectives. The combat com- 
petition is strengthened and developed precisely in the process of joint military 
labor, the capabilities of each man are most fully disclosed and high moral quali- 
ties are shaped. The more united the collective, the purer the moral atmosphere the 
higher the activity and responsibility of the men and, hence, the quality of mili- 
tary and political training. 


The party organizations and their militant assistant, the Komsomol, are the firm, 
cementing base of the troop collectives. The communist and Komsomol members are an 
enormous strength and dependable support for the commanders in carrying out the 
tasks of raising the combat readiness of the subunits, units and ships and in 
strengthening discipline and organization. A predominant majority of them is out- 
standing and leading men in military and political training. In acting as the pace- 
setters of patriotic initiatives, the communists and Komsomol members maintain a 
high pitch in the competition and help fellow servicemen in their military growth. 


Raising the effectiveness of the competition is an important area of party political 
work, particularly in cerms of propagandizing the advanced experience of the mas- 
ters of militar, affairs and the outstanding subunits and units and in mobilizing 
the men to ass ..iate and further develop this experience. The party has particu- 
larly emphasized the necessity of increasing the publicity of the competition, sur- 
rounding the pacesetters and innovators with respect and honor and widely introduc- 
ing their experience and achievements. The successes of the pacesetters engender in 
the men a confidence in their own forces and evoke a desire to repeat and surpass 
their achievements. It is a question, certainly, of realistic achievements. This 
is why we must in every possible way st engthen party exactingness and principled- 
ness in objectively evaluating the re .ults of the activities of the men and the 
final results of the socialist competition, particularly in determining the out- 
standing men in training and the outstanding subunits, units and ships. 


Finally, a rise in the effectiveness of the socialist competition in the Army and 
Navy is directly linked to the able use of diverse forms of moral and material in- 
centives for the creative initiative and activeness of the men and for indoctrinat- 
ing in the personnel a feeling «. pride for the successes of their subunit, unit, 
ship or formation. If the military service of a serviceman and his successes in the 
competition are properly judged then things go well for him. In the correct appli- 
cation of the incentives of the competition lies that force which arouses the per- 
sonnel of the Army and Navy to show initiative and creativity, it causes a desire 

to serve the motherland at full strength and challenges them to struggle for better 
results. 


The social'-' competition is our greatest victory, it is one of the powerful driv- 
ing forces in tiv J velopment of Soviet society and an important factor for raising 
the combat reaciness of the Army and Navy. At present, on the threshold of the 
26th CPSU Congress, the greatest possible development and improvement of the compe- 
tition and a rise in its ef°> iveness are the primary task of the commanders, the 
political workers, the staffs, party and Komsomol organizations and a guarantee for 


the successful carrying out of the responsible tasks confronting the Armed Forces. 
‘OPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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GROUND FORCES 


PAVLOVSKIY ON COMBAT TRAINING 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 23, Dec 80 signed to press 
19 Nov 80 pp 17-25 


[Article by ero of the Soviet Union, Arm Gen I. Pavlovekiy, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Ground Forces and USSR Deputy Minister of Defense: “High Field Skille--The 
Basis of Combat Readiness" | 


[Text] We are approaching the end of the year 1980, the final year of the Tenth 
Five-Year Plan and a year of active preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress. Out of 
an old and good tradition, all the Soviet people, and with them the armed defendors 
of the motherland, are presently summing up the results of their unstinting labor, 
they are analyzing what has been done in a demanding and self-critical manner and 
defining the paths for further advancement. 


As Comrade L. IL. Brezhnev pointed out in his speech at the October (1980) Plenum of 
the CPSU Central Committee, “the current five-year plan will assume a worthy place 
in the history of the heroic deeds of the Soviet people who are moving steadily 
along the path toward communism." The past years have affirmed the correctness of 
the economic strategy worked out at the 24th and 25th party congresses. The eco- 
nomic and defense potential of our nation has risen significantly. A new major step 
ahead has been taken in the development of the entire national economy and in carry- 
ing out major and important social tasks. 


During the past year the Soviet people and their military have labored under the 
banner of the preparations for and celebrating of important dates, the 110th birth- 
day of the founder of the Communist Party and the creator of our state, V. I. Lenin, 
and the 35th anniversary of the victory of the USSR in the Great Patriotic War. The 
decisions of the June and October (1980) pienums of the party Central Committee and 
the Fourth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Tenth Sitting, have caused a new in- 
flux of political and labor activity in the Soviet people. They have perceived as 
a militant program of actions the instructions, provisions and conclusions given in 
the speeches of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, the Chairman of 
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, at the plenums of 
the CPSU Central Committee and at the ceremonies in Alma-Ata devoted to the 60th 
anniversary of Kazakhstan and the Kazakh Communist Party. 


The workers of the city and countryside and the men of the Army and Navy have been 
swept up in a single desire, in a single patriotic drive to properly celebrate the 








26th CPSU Congress, The preparations for this important event in the life of the 
party and the nation have become a question not only for the communists but aleo for 
all our people, In strongly approving the domestic and ioreign policy of the Com- 
muniat Party and the Soviet government, the armed defenders of the motherland with a 
feeling of high responsibility are carrying out their patriotic and international 
duty. They are perfectly aware that their contribution to the etruggle to properly 
celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress will be a further rise in the combat readiness of 
the troops and the dependable guaranteeing of the security of the Soviet people and 
the peoples of the socialist countries engaged in peaceful, creative labor. 


The new training year has just begun. As in all the armed services, in the Ground 
Forces the officers, warrant officers ["praporshchik"], the sergeants and soldiers 
of the motoriged rifle, tank, missile and artillery unite ar! subunits, the troop 
collectives of the other branches of troops have begun the exercises in an organized 
manner without wasting precious time. On the fields of tactical exercises, firing 
ranges and tank driving ranges, under difficult conditions they are steadily improv- 
ing their military skills, they are mastering the military equipment and weapons as 
well as the procedures of able actions in modern combat, they are developing a 
strong will, dec'siveness, initiative and resourcetulness and are zealously master- 
ing the sefence of winning which has been forged in the battles for the motherland. 
in a word, «" t,thing is being done not only to strengthen but also to add to the 
successes achieved in the past training year and at the same time to eliminate the 
shortcomings disclosed in the course of the training year and the final inspections 
for military and political training. Thev are endeavoring to solve a number of 
problems related to the training and indoctrination of the personnel. The first 
weeke indicate that as a whole training ia the units and subunits is being carried 
out on a good organizational and procecural level and with great activeness by the 
troops. The emphasis is being put on field skills, the basis of the combat readi- 
ness of the troops. 


Field skills are a very broad concer . Above all they assume high professional 
preparation, including a profound krcwledge of the weapons and military equipment, 
the ability to emplov them effectiveiy in combat, to make skillful use of the skills 


of the personnel which have beer  oned to the point of being automatic, in carrying 
out specific functional duties in their own and related specialties, to employ the 
cohesiveness of the headquarters bodies, the units and subunits for decisive actions 


on the battlefield in accord with their purpose under any situation and with and 
without the use of weapons of mass destruction. 


Here specific features which determine the fundamental demands on field skills are 
inherent to each category of servicemen, military specialists as well as to the 


staffs and ..-mite. For example, for a commander the mastery of the art of organ- 
izing combu: ov the terrain and firm command of fire and maneuver, the subordinate 
men and equipment ~ the course of battle are an important indicator of his profes- 


sional training. For the .taff it is to provide the commander with continuous, 
flexible and concealed command and control. And for the gunner or operator this is 
the ability to hit the targe. on the first round. And for the subunit it is cohe- 
siveness of actions in various types »%f combat. 


The new weapons and military equipment ha.e an enormous influence on the combat 
readiness of the Armed Forces. “It is es.ential to learn,” pointed out the USSR 
Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, “to gain from the weapons a maximum of 














those combat capabilities which they possess, to be able to hit the enemy at great 
ranges, with the first round or launch and to make full use of the speed, altitude, 
maneuvering, protective and other qualities of the weapons and military equipment. 
This can rightly be termed the number-one task." The successful carrying out of it 
depends upon many factors, and primarily upon the quality and effectiveness of the 
training and indoctrination process, upon the mastery by each man of his weapons and 
the maintaining of them in combat readiness and upon how precisely the basic princi- 
ple of troop training, that is, to teach what is needed in a war, is carried out. 


From this principle aleo derives the notion of the decisive role of field skills. 
Precisely in the field, under conditions which are closest to a real combat situa- 
tion, the men gain the firm skills and ability to conduct active combat operations 
and to win out over a strong, technically well equipped enemy. The commanders, 
political bodies, the staffs and all the leaders of the training and indoctrination- 
al process are given the high responsibility of the clear organization and effec- 
tiveness of troop field skills. 


The experience of combat training indicates that the most effective means for in- 
creasing the level of field skills among the branches of troops and special troops 
is the integrating of exercises on the terrain and the essence of this is te sub- 
ordinate all the subjects of instruction to the interests of tactics. The personnel 
acquires various knowledge, abilities and skills in the process of instruction in 
weapons training, special and tactical training and other types of combat training. 
But tactical training in a way unifies the knowledge and practical actions into a 
single complex and creates a correct notion of the nature of modern combined-arms 
combat. And not only this. Tactical skills most fully define the degree of readi- 
ness of the personnel to carry out the missions under conditions as close as pos. 
sible to a real combat situation. In the course of the exercises and training the 
men acquire the skills in the able use of the weapons and military equipment and 
they learn to act adroitly in various types of combat and all together carry out a 
multiplicity of tasks which demand from them profound knowledge, skill, endurance, 
will power, steadfastness and high moral-political, psychological and physical con- 
ditioning. 


During the years which have passed since the 25th Party Congress and which have be- 
com a period of constant creative searches for ways to improve the quality and ef- 
fectiveness of military and political training, the troops have acquired definite 
experience in a comprehensive approach to carrying out the tasks of field skills. 
his is to be found in the units the commanders and staffs of which have abandoned 
routine and seare! out aew forms of instruction. For example, in the order-bearing 
Guards tank cegiment under the command of Guards Maj A. Tsapin, primary significance 
is given to the question of making the exercises comprehensive. The commander and 
the staff, in planning combat training for the period of instruction, clearly de- 
fine what questions are to be worked on and how for more effective and high quality 
training of the subunits. The exercises for all the training subjects are con- 
ducted, as a rule, as part of tactical training. The regiment has set the correct 
course of increasing the tactical skills of the crews, platoons and companies. Here 
the tactical training exercises are carried out in an organized manner, on a high 
pedagogical level, under difficult conditions and with 4 maximum stress on the 
trainees. These questions are also solved skillfully by the battalion commander, 
Guards Capt B. Tsvetkov, the commanders of the outstanding companies, Guards Sr Lts 
V. Itkis and Yu. Avdyukhov and other officers. 





in focusing theic efforts on intensifying the training process, the commanders and 
political workers and the party committee of the regiment are concerned with intro- 
ducing into it all that is new and progressive which has been achieved by military 
theory and practice, Thus, for conducting tank firing training, prepared exercises 
of increased complexity have been worked out and introduced, the number of targets 
has been increased, the bobbing time of the targets has been shortened, and the 
demands have been increased in assessing the actions of the men. I happened to con- 
duct the final inspection in this regiment. And it must be said that the tank 
troops demonstrated high field skille and fully merited the outstanding grades given 
on gunnery and technical training and the driving of combat vehicles. In the col- 
lective, LOO percent of the servicemen who should have a class rating have it, and 
specialists of the higher class ratings comprise more than 70 percent. 


in our troops there ate many such leading units where they sxillfully organize the 
field training of the subunits. ‘9 the course of the recently conducted tactical 
exercises in the Urals Military District, high field skills and the ability to oper- 
ate under difficult conditions of modern combat in cooperation with the various 
branches of troops wete shown, for example, by the subunits commanded by Officers 


‘. Reva, Yu. Palaga, ©. Shabalin, B. Nenuashvili and others. The commanders and 
staffe showed g. «| responsibility in planning and conducting this exercise, they 
endeavored tha .| be instructive and interesting for each officer, warrant officer, 


sergeant and soldicr, and achieved this. The political workers skillfully provided 
party political support for the effective carrying out of the combat training mis- 
sions, 


The experience of the thrice order=-bearing tank regiment of the Belorussian Military 
District also shows successes in improv og the field skills of the personnel. in 
1976, on the eve of the 25th CPSU Cong.ess, the tank troops brought their regiment 
up among the outstanding. At that time, here 50.5 percent of the men were outstand- 
ing men in military and political training and 70 percent were high-class special- 
ists. Around 5 years have passed sir ve them, and the unit, as before, has firmly 
kept the title of outstanding. And at present more than 50 percent of the troops in 
the tank regiment are outstanding — in military and political training and 75 per- 
cent are high-class specialists. 


What is the seeret of these successes? Above all in the exceptionally clear pace of 
combat training, in the precise carrying out of the plans and schedules of exercise 
and in the particularly careful preparation by the commanders for the exercises and 


trainings in the fleld. Above all the example of industriousness is set by the 
persons of high duty, the communists. During the last training year, the CPSU 
member Lt V. Kulishov stated: “I will constantly bring the platoon up among the 


outstanding.” And he did. Because Kulishov shows initiative and resourcefulness, he 
idopts all is valuable in training methods and instills a love for the equip- 
ment in the sen. © tanks are always maintained in combet readiness and are well 
eerviced, This ensucces toeter high-speed driving and makes it possible to hit the 
targets on the first round. 

WO Anatoliy Ivanovich Shubse has served 15 years in the regiment. He is a comnu- 
nist whose childhood was spent in a partisan detachment. Probably then, during the 
hareh wartime, his high moral and military qualities began to form. In any event, 
43 was stated by the regimental party committee secretary, around WO A. Shuba every- 
one learns how they should Love and know the eguipment. He does not keep his rich 
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knowledge to himself but generously shares it with fellow servicemen. And now the 
veteran's son, Anatoliy Anatol'yevich Shuba has followed in his father's footeteps. 
He is aleo a warrant officer. 


In the regiment, Sr Lt M. Tarasov is highly regarded, The tank company which he 
commands has already reached the high precongresas goals. And why? Because all the 
exercises and training in it are conducted on a high organizational and procedural 
level and are permeated with a spirit of competitiveness, including in the 

field. Precisely in the sharp comradely rivalry of who does better and who is fast- 
er the fate is determined for the basic indicator of combat training, that is, its 
effectiveness and quality. It has become an unbreakable rule in the company that 
the officers are the first to carry out the exercises in firing and in driving 
drills. In the training of sergeants a system has been established of quizzes on 
the knowledge of equipment and weapons. The tank firing training and the contests 
for the title of best specialist are held in an organized manner and with benefit 
for all. 


The unstinting labor of the men and the introduction of the new into training have 
been repaid a hundred-fold as the regiment has affirmed the title of outstanding 
nine times. And it became outstanding a tenth time in the course of the widely de- 
veloped competition to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The following fact, in my view, is noteworthy. In the outstanding tank regiment, 
the representatives of 24 nationalities of the USSR live as if in a single family 
and all of them down to the last man are the sons and grandsons of participants in 
the Great Patriotic War. In the field, in the tactical exercises and in field fir- 
ing they act as they have been ordered to by their fathers and grandfathers, that is, 
quickly, boldly, daringly, confidently ond at full strength. 


The experience of the advanced units and subunits confirms that tne quality of the 
tactical training and field skille as a whole in the troops depends largely upon the 
preparedness of the military personnel. And here an enormous role is played by com- 
mander training which is conducted in all the training subjects. During the new 
training year we must constantly raise the effectiveness of the command-staff exer- 
cises, the group exercises and the tactical brief exercises. At the same time the 
officers must constantly make an independent study of all that is found in our 
troop regulations, manuals and other documents. The main thing is to continuously 
master the practical skills of organizing combat operations in the field and to 
train constantly in the command and control of the units and subunits. 


The tactical skill of a commander is also manifested in his ability to apply his 
knowledge, skills and abilities for effectively organizing the combat training of 
the personnel. In order to ensure victory over a technically well equipped, strong 
and highly maneuverable enemy, it is essential to have a creative approach to the 
preparation for and conducting of the exercises, training and drills and at them 
provide a tactical situation which would exclude a discrepancy between the condi- 
tions of real combat and the experience acquired in peacetime in combat activities 
and which would force the trainees to respond to each tactical strategem by the 
“enemy” with a new one unknown to the enemy. 


The troops have every condition for intense and fruitful training. The party and 
its Leninist Central Committee, in corryine out the policy outlined by the 25th CPSU 








Congress, have shown paternal concern so that the armed defenders of the motherland 
have everything necessary to carry out their military duty which is to guard the 
peaceful labor of the Soviet people and be a bulwark of universal peace. At pres- 
ent the personnel of the Ground Forces, like the men of all the other armed setvices, 
possess the most modern weapons and military equipment and remarkable cadres. At 
their disposal are well equipped training centers and fields, tank driving ranges 
and firing ranges, diverse trainers and stimulators making it possible to create a 
situation in exercises which virtually corresponds to combat reality. The profound 
mastery of the weapons and equipment and the effective use of the capabilities ex- 
isting in a unit or subunit are one of the basic conditions which bring the level 

of tension in daily training closer to those taske which arise in real combat and to 
the taske of further strengthening combat readiness. And here proper organizational 
work and creative initiative are required, there should be po place for routine, 
oversimplification or sketchiness; each exercise should not resemble the previous 
one and new procedures and effective methods of carrying out the missions must be 
introduced into it. 


Naturally a commander is most enriched by @ tactical exercise with the troops in 
which he acts under conditions close to combat. A tactical exercise is a higher 
form of troop combat training. In them all the facets of military skill are polish- 
ed and the cehesiveness of the crews and subunits is improved. The final stage of 
the past training year was particularly full with difficult tactical exercises, 
range launches of missiles and the carrying out of field firing. In the new train- 
ing year, in the field skills of the units and subunits the already acquired experi- 
ence must be reinforced and developed. It is important in every possible way to 
encourage initiative, resourcefulness ar! a creative search in the tactics of con- 
ducting combat. 


The more original the plan for a tactical exercise and the more complex and intense 
the situation created in it the more instructive it is. Each exercise should be 
planned so that the commanders are e -iched with the skills of employing various 
types of weapons, the organizing ci cooperation and the leading of the troops during 
the day and at nigit, in any weathe: and under various terrain conditions. They de- 
velop the ability to conduct active reconnaissance, employ protective gear and en- 
gineer equipment. 8y all his actions the leader of an exercise must encourage mili- 
tary cleverness, boldness and the use of new methods for carrying out combat mis- 
sions. It is important that the struggle to seize the initiative and retain it per- 
meate any exercise regardless of its scale. It is essential to learn not to beat 
off the “enemy” but rather to decisively impose one's will on it and to anticipate 
the enemy in deploying, opening fire and capturing advantageous lines. However ac- 
tions should always be based upon a precise calculating of the “enemy” forces and 
capabilitie., »‘'s strong and weak points and unexpected tactical moves. 


The success of a t tical exercise depends largely upon its all-round preparation by 
the leader. Ordinarily this includes a staff exercise or a group command exercise 
with the officers in the field with the working through of the questions which have 
been set by the training goa. of the coming exercise. With the subunits (company, 
battalion) under the leadership of ti eir commanders, in the field the actions of the 
personnel are worked through by the elewents. Initially without equipment and then 
using training and auxiliary vehicles. (|. being concerned about creativity in an 
exercise, one must, certainly, have in mind not only the newness of the situation. 
It is very important that in the course of each *xercise there be a constant study 
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of one of another question related to the use of the equipment and weapons, the 
attached and supporting resources so that the exercise enrich tactical thinking, 
develop the analytical abilities of the commanders and teach real consideration of 
time. 


In speaking about the positive in the field ekille of the troops, one cannot help 
but note the still existing substantial shortcomings here. We are obliged to do 
this by the decisions of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. “We 
must carefully approach all the positive in our work...," pointed out Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev in the report at thie plenum. “At the same time it is essential to criti- 
cally view the omissions and shortcomings which, unfortunately, do exist in manage- 
ment practices and in party work." The shortcomings in military and political 
training, and in particular in the field skills of the personnel of the subunits, 
unite and formations were carefully scrutinized at the training and pedagogical as- 
semblies for the officer personnel, the recently held report-election party meetings 
and party conferences. In the course of them the contribution of each communist was 
analyzed to raising combat readiness, the carrying out of socialist obligations and 
the personal example set by the party members and candidate members in training, 
service and discipline. 


Of course, there will also be a professional and principled discussion at the forth- 
coming district party conferences. The communists will sum up the results of their 
work in carrying out the decisions of the 25th Party Congress and the subsequent 
plenums of the CPSU Central Committee. They will speak about what has been done, 
about the difficulties and unsolved problems, and about how they have struggled for 
effectiveness and quality in the training and indoctrinational process, for the im- 
proving of combat training, for unifying the troop collectives, for strengthening 
military discipline and for raising the combat readiness of the units and formations. 


The party meetings and conferences profoundly and thoroughly analyzed the activities 
of the party organizations in carrying out the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee 
"On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination.” Proper attention 
was paid to all aspects of party work--political and organizational. It can be 

said with confidence that party life in the units and subunits, in the course of the 
reports and elections, became significantly more efficient. Party influence was 
strengthened on all aspects of the Life and training of the troops, on their disci- 
pline and organization, including the quality of field skills. 


The political bod‘es and party organizations act correctly if they focus the basic 
attention of the communists on further raising the effectiveness and quality of the 
training and indoctrination process, on improving the procedures and organizing the 
tactical and special tactical exercises in precise accord with the requirements of 
the regulations and manuals and on indoctrinating in the officers, warrant officers 
and sergeants the ability to apply all that is new and creatively carry out the mis- 
sions and cradicate shortcomings. 


It is no secret that in some places little attention is still given to the study by 
officer personnel of the theoretical questions of tactics, weapons training and the 
rules for operating weapons and equipment which are clearly stated in the field 
manuals and combined-arms regulations and in the instructions on conducting combined 
arms exercises. For this reason as yet not all of the tactical exercises are car- 
ried out on a proper level. At times they are carried out routinely, without 
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sufficient preparations and do not carry out the tasks posed for them. In the 
course of an exercise in a number of instances an offensive is carried out straight, 
while a maneuver to attack the “enemy” in the flank or rear is rarely used. The 
new methods of troop operations in breaking through the prepared “enemy” defenses 
are timidly employed. The second echelons are committed to "battle" slowly and 
sometimes without proper support. On the defensive the battle formation at times 

is formed up routinely and the actions of the troops have a passive nature. In 
some places there have been shortcomings in the training of personnel for operations 
in mountainous, mountain-desert and mountain-tayga terrain. The party organizations 
must act decisively against such tendencies and such an attitude toward field skills 
using the entire rich arsenal of their influence on the conscience of the men. 


In improving the combat training of the troops it is hard to overestimate the impor- 
tance of the technical training of the personnel as a component of field skills. 

The skillful use of the equipment and weapons with maximum effect, the acquiring of 
firm skills by all the men in hitting targets at maximum ranges and with the first 
launch or round, the mastery of related specialties and interchangeability in the 
crews and squads--these are links in a chain the picking up on of which can bring 
about a further rise in the combat readiness of the Lroops. 


The constant se ..co for methods for the ablest employment of the high combat capa- 
bilities of modern weapons and military equipment and the ongoing improvement of the 
tactical arsenal remain our main tasks. They, these tasks, will be solved more 
successfully the more fully the instructions of the CPSU Central Committee and Com- 
rade L. I. Brezhnev are carried out on improving work efficiency and quality. Under 
army conditions this means that the military councils, the commanders, the political 
bodies, the staffs, the party and Komso"oi organizations must work for a further im- 
provement in the quality of all indoct.inational work and the efficient organization 
of the training process, where it is important to make provision for everything-- 
from the precise carrying out of the schedule of the day and the schedule of exer- 
cises to the observing of safety measires in the exercises and field firings and 
during work on the combat equipment. In all the troop units and subunits it is es- 
sential to maintain exemplary order ‘nd to create an atmosphere of professionalism 
and strict exactingness. Strong m‘litary discipline, clear organization and the 
well organized service of the tr -.ps are the most important components for new 
achievements in combat training. We must see to it that each soldier, sergeant, 
warrant officer and officer has a firm knowledge of his service obligations and 
performs them precisely. 


In mobilizing the men to constantly improve field skills, an important role is play- 
ed by the socialist competition. Here a new impetus for this was provided by the 
recently promulgated Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On the Socialist Competi- 
tion to Prove. y Celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress." In carrying out its demands, 
the personne. of ‘« Ground Forces are competing actively to properly celebrate the 
next congress of thw Leninist party. 


At present for the participant of the competition which has become an inseparable 
part of the training and indoctrinational process, particularly characteristic is 
the desire to make maxiqum use of the spirit of competitiveness in working through 
the specific training subjects, combai training missions and standards. There 

ehould be the greatest possible support tor the practices of those commanders and 
political workers who are not content with the obligations for the training period 

















or the training year but rather see to it that each man sets for himself sapecific 
goals for the period of the tactical exercises, field firings and driving of combat 
vehicles. In the training year which has started it is important to further raise 
the responsibility for the unconditional fulfillment of the socialist obligations, 
for further increasing the effectiveness of field skills and the quality of tactical 
exercises, for the excellent fulfillment of the combat training missions and for ex- 
ceeding the standards. A rise in the effectiveness of the competition and the move- 
ment for a leading formation will help greet the 26th CPSU Congress with new succes- 
ses in military service. 


The achievements in combat training generally and field skills in particular are 
directly dependent upon the effectiveness of ideological and political indoctrina- 
tion. In carrying out the demands of the 25th Party Congress and the Decree of the 
CPSU Central Committee of 26 April 1979, the military councils, the commanders, 
political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations have been indoctrinating the 
men in a spirit of loyalty to the ideals of communism, wholehearted dedication to 
the motherland and burning class hate for its enemies, the imperialist aggressors 
and their supporters as well as in a spirit of Soviet patriotism and socialist in- 
ternationalism. They have mobilized the defenders of the socialist fatherland to 
steadily improve field skills, to master the new military equipment and weapons 

and to strengthen discipline and organization. A great deal of attention has been 
given to developing in the servicemen such valuable moral-combat qualities as obedi- 
ence, efficiency, courage, valor, steadfastness, decisiveness, initiative, and the 
readiness under any, even the most critical situation to carry out the order of a 
commander or the combat mission. 


As an example one could give the activities of the political bodies where the chiefs 
are Lt Cols T. Yerizhokov and I. Sanchuk. Here particular concern is shown so that 
party political work in the units and subunits is carried out continuously, effec- 
tively and directly and so that it does not halt in the field, at the training camp, 
in tactical exercises, drilis, at the tank and motor vehicle driving ranges and fir- 
ing ranges. The workers of the political bodies pay close attention also to the in- 
doctrination of the indoctrinators and particularly the organizers of the training 
process, the unit and subunit commanders, in a spirit of high responsibility for the 
assigned job, for improving educational methods and bettering the quality of train- 
ing for the subordinates under conditions as close as possible to real combat. 

Here it has become a rule to analyze the activities of the political workers and the 
party organizations at the tactical exercises and work out practical advice and rec- 
ommendations. Such specific and purposeful party political work helps in success- 
fully carrying out the tasks of further raising field skills and hence the combat 
readiness of the units and subunits. 


The regimental party committee where Maj N. Razinkov is the secretary has provided 
great help to the commander in improving field skills. The questions of combat 
readiness and increasing field skills are regularly discussed at the party meet ings 
and at the sessions of the bureaus of the subunit party organizations and the regi- 
mental party committee. The secretary and the members of the party committee care- 
fully study the activities of the party organizations, they systematically instruct, 
train and indoctrinate the aktiv, they help it in every possible way organize effec- 
tive party political work and they constantly improve control and the check on exe- 
cution of party decisions. The party committee rightly considers the most important 
task to be a rise in the effectiveness of the political influence on the personnel 
and the mubi izing of them to meintain high combat readiness. 
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Thies also explains the fact that the regimental party organization has become a 
dependable assistant for the commander in the struggle for high effectiveness of 
troop training. It actively helps him raise field skills of the personnel and to 
achieve teamwork in the actions of the crews, squads, platoons and companies. The 
communists are the indefatigable propagandists of advanced experience and the pace- 
setters in developing the socialist competition for the excelleat carrying out of 


the combat training mises). The party organization decisively opposes any mani- 
festations of an irrespon e, formal attitude toward the organization of field 
training or an uncreative « (itude toward this important question. Each warning, 


incorrect step and each instance of weaknesses in training here is brought up before 
the court of party comrades and the mistakes and oversights are effectively elimin- 
ated. The efforts of the communists are not spent in vain. For a number of years 
the regiment has achieved high results in military and political training. 


In conducting party political work, the commanders, political bodies and party organ- 
izations endeavor to organize it considering the very vaiuable experience of the 
Great Patriotic War and to creatively employ this in all indoctrination. From the 
examples of combat practice, the commanders and political workers teach the art of 
mobilizing the men tu successfully carry out the tasks confronting the troop collec- 
tives. Of inest.mable significance on this level is the book by Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev “Malay. Zemlya” [Little Earth]. 


in the course of the commenced winter training one can clearly see the mobilizing 
role of Che precongress competition in improving the field skills of the troops. 

The commanders, political bodies, the staffs, party and Komsomol organizations are 
directing the high political upsurge of the personnel caused by the preparations 

for the 26th Party Congress and by the  wecisions of the October (1980) Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee and the Fourth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet at the com- 
plete and high-quality fulfillment of the training plans and programs, the socialist 
obligations assumed by the men, at further raising vigilance and combat readiness of 
the subunits and units and at streng*t :ering discipline and organization. New patri- 
otic initiatives are arising in the troops. Their purpose comes down to one thing: 
by each passing day and by unstinti . military service to strengthen the defense 
might of the motherland. 


In our every subunit, in every unit during the precongress days there reigns an at- 
mosphere of professionalism and a high pitch in combat training and the competition. 
All the soldiers, sergeants, warrant officers, officers and generals are profoundly 
aware of their personal responsibility for the assigned job, that is, the defense of 
the victories of October. They are showing creative initiative, they are searching 
for new, more effective forms and methods of employing modern military equipment and 
weapons and thev are studying military affairs effectively, as the great Lenin ad- 
monished. 


The personnel of the Ground Forces, like all the defenders of the socialist father- 
land, are totally loyal to the motherland and the Leninist party. They are devoting 
all their energies to propet' -celebrating the 26th CPSU Congress, to achieving new 
goals in military mastery and always being ready to decisively rebuff any aggressor. 


COPYRIGHT: ‘"“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil". 1980 
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CAPABILITIES OF TANK AND MOTORIZED INFANTRY TROOPS 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 12 Jan 81 and 13 Jan 81 


[Two-part article by V. Versetakov: “The Goddess of Victory Lives on the 
Ground" } 


' 12 Jan 81 p 8 


[Text] It is common knowledge that our Armed Forces consist of the Army and Navy. 
The Army includes four branches of the Armed Forces. It is easy to name 

the weapons of three of them. The Strategic Missile Forces have missiles, 

while the Air Force has aircraft and the National Air Defense Forces have 
antiaircraft missiles and interceptor-fighter planes. But the Ground 

Forces have such a broad assortment of weaponry that it is difficult to 

list it all. 


But I once happened to attend a kind of parade of Ground Forces equipment. 
This was during an exercise, or to be more precise, at that day and hour 
when columns of troops were being brought up to cross a cold, rain- 
swollen, deep-flowing river. The armored vehicles were moving along the 
roads leading to the crossing, track to track and side by side. 


From the left, from the right, and from straight ahead the tanks crawled 
over the barren swamp on their broad tracks with proper caution, sniffing 
at the nearby water with the noses of their unsheathed cannons. 


The infantry combat vehicles bobbed up and down in the cut tracks like 
merrygoround horses. 


The amphibious transports arrogantly passed the armored vehicle. The 
Uazik's of the commanders were tied down on the decks of the transports. 


Armored personnel carriers, multiaxled like centipedes, whined and threw up 
mud with their wheels. 


Self-propelled howitzers crawled along dispassionately and with conviction, 
hugging their heavy barrels against their engines. 


The four-part antiaircraft launchers twisted their armored towers with a 
kind of swagger. 
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A completely unfamiliar-looking vehicle went by on the side: amphibious, 
three-axles, disproportionately long, its bulges covered with canvas. 


Practically all of them can wage fire and more than half float. The tanks 
are aleo equipped for driving under water. The only thing these vehicles 
cannot do is fly. 


The Ground Forces have many faces. It is easy to become lost in lists of 
details and special features. And when you think, for example, of the 
life of the military posts where tank and motorized riflemen are sta- 
tioned, you must remember that these cities can be taken from their 
accustomed surroundings and quickly, in less than an hour, be relocated 
and ready for battle in armored vehicles and tents. 


The stone lions in front of the headquarters building of the tank regiment 
were dozing. Unit duty officer Sr Lt Yuriy Moskalyuk leaned over toward 
the console with the multicolored panels, lights, and black knobs and 
switches. In a calm voice he reminded the battalions over the loud- 
speaker that it was time for personnel to begix "police detail." In the 
first battalion barracks the orderly, Pvt Sergey Panichev, shouted to his 
fellow soidiers to be careful walking and stay close to the walls until 
the floor that he, Sergey, had just washed was dry. Incidentally, it has 
to be washed quite often because there is a lot of rain here in the 
winter. 


And on this morning, at 0900 by local time, Moskalyuk did not know that in 
just three minutes the red signal .o assemble would flash on the console 
under his left hand. 


Panichev did not know that he would drop his wet rag on the sparkling- 
clean ‘loor and be the first to slip and slide, as if crossing ice, to 

the orderly's table, over which the red signal would be blazing, while the 
intermittent assembly call ranz out on all three floors of the barracks. 


They did not know, but the: were waiting. Just as they had waited yester- 
day and the day before, and as they would again wait after returning to 
the garrison from this exercise. 


Then it arrived, the instantaneous change in the rhythm of service, The 
regimental post came alive with movement, voices giving reports and 
orders, and the roar of engines. I ran out of the headquarters building 
behind the officers. I looked around: the stone lions by the entry were 
barin, t.eir teeth and the regimental command vehicles, which had quickly 
arrived, we. racing their engines. We headed for the motor pool. An 
unfamiliar cap.ain in field uniform with his hand held on his holster 
dashed out in front. The leafless birch trees around the edge of the 
motor pool were alread; st in the white smoke of the exhaust from the 
tanks. 


The roar increased as more and more voices joined in, gradually forming 
a different tone that shook the white brick parking bays and one's soul. 
The engine warmers were done, and now the engines wore started. 
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It ie a little frightening to be inside a parking bay at thie time. The 
brick walle tremble and the iron gates rattle, releasing hot clouds of 
smoke into the street. Again the sound changed; there was a pause to 
shift gears, then the armored vehicles moved onto the concrete slabs and 
their tracks clattered over them. The first tank, as if pulling itself 
out of a snare, stopped for an instant, furiously emitted a cloud of gray 
exhaust gas, shook from its power, then grew calm and silent and rolled 
off past the parking base with unexpected smoothness and even elegance. 
It passed the control booth where the regimental commander stood holding 
a notebook and threatening the mechanic-driver as if saying, "Next time 
I'll bounce you!" 


The tanks picking up speed resembled airplanes. They had the same swift 
movement, the thunderous roar of engines, a trail of exhaust gas, and red 
and green marking lights. 


I caught "my" tank, the one in which I had been authorized to travel to 
the exercise, later at the assembly region. The crew had already leveled 
out the trail of tracks in the soil, piled up leafless branches, covered 
the turret with a camouflage net and devised a kind of hut of branches 
over the still-hooded cannon of the tank. The white of the tank's number 
showed through the net: 105. I saw the same numbers on the much-washed 
coveralls of the crew. On the left shirt pocket of Jr Sgt Aleksandr 
Gakman, the tank commander, was "K.T. 105" [Commander of Tank 105]. On 
the coveralls of Pvt Sergey Panichev, the mechanic-driver with whom I 

was already familiar, was "M.-V. T. 105" [Mechanic-Driver of Tank 105]. 


I took the gunner's seat. At my left elbow was the turret lock lever, 
and a few centimeters above it was the radio switching unit. Close in 
front of my face were the sights and the instrument panel of the stabi- 
lizer. The traverse indicator circle was next to my left knee while my 
right knee leaned against the housing of the breech ring of the cannon. 
This is by no means a complete list of all the scientific and engineer- 
ing advances I could touch by turning around. Engineering has helped 
tank soldiers, but it makes it crowded. 


I soon forgot about angles and bumps as we traveled, however, because 
the heavy machine rides so smoothly and easily. Figures wrapped in 
cloaks were hunched over in the command turrets of the lead machines. 
Sheets and clumps of mud flew up from beneath the tracks. A sharp 

side wind shook the antenna. The wipers turned on the protective glass 
in front of the mechanic-driver's hatch. It was a march on a rainy 
night. 


Toward morning the column stopped for a long halt. While the crews in- 
spected the tanks the food service vehicles pulled up. It was too 
early to hope for breakfast, but they served tea. I drank a cup with 
the crew and we had some dry, brittle biscuics. With a hospitable 
gesture Panichev invited me into the transmission compartment, "I guar- 
antee you it is warm and comfortable. Take a nap, and I will wake you 


up." 


But we did not sleep. We spread our coats and lay down on the metal 
yratine of the engine behind the turret, and talked. The rain had 
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stopped several hours earlier, and the sky was mixed clear and clouds, 
with clean silvery stars peeking through the gape in the fast-moving 
clouds. 


‘YT .11 me, why does it happen thie way?" Panichev rose up on his elbow. 
“or the first six months the girls write often, but for the next six 
* aths less often, and then they do not write at all until a month or 
wo before discharge when you start getting three letters a week. Why 
is that? 


Gakman looked at him with surprise. 


"How would you know, Serega? ‘Sometimes they write, and sometimes they 
do not.’ You are too young to take up philosophy. You just learn how 
to avoid driving into holes." 


We lay in silence for a few minutes. The engine gave off heat and we 
could smell the early morning damp and the metal. 


"Some day ve will remember how we lay here on the tank at night and looked 
at the siacs," Sergey again broke the silence, 


"And we saw a satellite," Gakman added evenly. 


"Where is the satellite? show me, where do you see it?" Panichev said 
in excitement. 


I watched and listened to the beys with pleasure, observing their youth- 
ful habits, which had not been suppressed by the service at all, and 
their delight in nature, their tank, and life itself. A military man 
must be a professional. You may be kind, good, and honest, but if you 
cannot fight you are not wort: much in the army. But all the same, it 
is fine that military service .eaches people more than just fighting, 


I said goodbye to the cre.  .f tank 105 before morning, in a pine woods 
where the regiment had camouflaged itself and prepared for battle. In 
a matter of minutes they had set themselves up there in an outwardly 
calm style, but full of inner tension. The radio antennas went up. 

The water truck arrived at the field kitchen. Outposts were set on the 
roads. The diesel generator started up and the lights went on in the 
tents. 


It is a complex unit, a regiment in the contemporary army! And so is 
the equipm it entrusted to it, complex. And think how much one of to- 
day's tanks ..sts! In both the figurative sense, and in the literal 
sense. 


In the headquarters tent maps which were worn on the folds rustled in 
the hands of the officers and .he telephone rang insistently. The sub- 
unit commanders and deputy commaucers for political affairs were re- 
porting on the night march and asking about the situation. Chief of 
staff Vladimir Aleksandrovich answered evasively: 
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"Settle in and put things in order. You have to check the equipment and 
feed the men. I haven't signed the order not to shave today." 


Despite the early hour, the chief of staff himself had managed to shave 
and wash up. Hise short hair was neatly combed and his calfskin boots 
were highly polished. Hise calm gray eyes showed neither the lack of 
sleep nor the concerns of the night march. Vladimir Aleksandrovich is 
sociable, energetic and young; he just recently passed 30. 


There is a problem with the steadily decreasing average age of army per- 
sonnel, and now the question is being raised of whether ithas gone too 
far. But military bearing, precision, and a good attitude in any mili- 
tary leader are more the result of en understanding of the service and 
love of it than just youthful vigor. 


At noon Viadimir Aleksandrovich glanced out of his tent and announced 
with measured seriousness: 


“Announcement — the situation is completely unclear, so there is no con- 
fusion at all. 1 am adopting a plan of my own, to go eat lunch. Will 
volunteers p'ease follow me." 


After lunch the chief of staff and I went to the edge of the woods, and 
looked out at a wet, fall-plowed field, While we were talking, a line 
of low-slung infantry combat vehicles passed along the bumpy road in the 
distance, across the field. 


"The infantry is doing well!" Vladimir Aleksandrovich said approvingly. 
"It used to be that they could not keep up with us, ead now the tanks 
sometimes fall behind them. What a miracle!" 


In the military commissariats I have met young men requesting assignment 
to the navy, the border guards, and airborne forces. Requests for the 
motorized infantry are less common. But that is a shame. The combat 
troops, the motorized riflemen or infantry, as they were formerly called, 
are very interesting. 


‘13 Jan 81 p 6 


The oldest branch of the military is the infantry. The cavalry, artillery, 
tanks, aviation, and missiles appeared later, but the infantry, although 
changing weapons and tactics, remained essentially the same. The men 

go forward to meet the enemy, exposed to arrows or fire, defenseless and 
menacing. 


The artillery can suppress the enemy and aviation can shatter and disperse 
him. But victory comes wearing the boots of the infantry, which march 
across the conquered land. 


The ground forces today, of course, do not march in boots only. They also 
move in tracked vehicles, and that is why the infantry now has a dif- 

ferent name: motorized riflemen. Dust does not rise from soldiers marching 
on the roads today; motorized riflemen dismount and leap out of the assault 
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compartments of combat vehicles only in the final meters of the attack. 
And no matter how paradoxical it may sound, their advantage in modern 
battle te their speed. 


Let us go and visit another training field, where a motorized rifle exer- 
cise is underway. 


A light attached to a support pole beneath the canvas tent roof illuminated 
a heavily~-marked map and made the densely crowded shoulders of the officers 
of the motorized rifle battalion look silver. Maj Shermukhmed Raimkulov, 
with reddish eyes from lack of sleep in his swarthy eastern face, was giv- 
ing final instructions to the company commanders, sending each of them off 
to their vehicles in turn with the parting words, "Forward!" The exercise 
was in its fourth day, but the mood was such that it seemed everything in 
life before had been only a prelude to this night march and to the battle 
tomorrow morning. 


The engines started up and the cold, wet forest sparkled with lights. An 
endless chain of light moved slowly along the unpaved road. 


I sat on the armor of the commander's infantry combat vehicle. The light 
of the batv.alion tent we had left behind could still be seen at the base 
of the giant pine trees standing high over it. I tried to recall the 
fairytale from which this magic little home might have come, but I could 
not: my mind was not on fairytales. Exhaust gases excaping from the 
grating under the turret made it hard to breathe and my eyes began to 
water. I felt relieved to hear Raimkulov's command in the earphones: 
"O-1, O-2, 0-3! Follow me! Forwa:d!" 


The road in front of us as far as the light of the headlights showed was 
nothing but mud, puddles, and holes. The bare branches of birch trees hung 
low over the road and black bush :« grew right up to the edge. But the 
column continued to pick up speed. 


The infantry combat vehicle. You hear many good things about it among 

the troops. [ts ride, armor, weapons, the size of the troop compartment, 
communications equipment, and amphibious capabilities are all outstanding. 
But comments and comparisons of figures are one thing, and a night march 
on a road with potholes like ravines and puddles like swamps is something 
else. 


We reached the rolling field in the morning. According to the exercise 
plan we were to attack on the run here. 


Black colum. cf smoke from explosions rose in front of us. Combat 
helicopters passed, their narrow heads with glassed-in cockpits as eye- 
brows tilting toward the ground. Airplanes with spotted green camouflage 
coloring flew in over t: ‘orest at minimum altitude then banked sharply 
and flew up and away. There was fire, smoke, and a constant roar. 


It was time for the motorized initan:ry. Raimkulov gripped the belts of 
the laryngophone more tightly and shouted hoarsely, “Let's go!" Now 
the fate of the attack was entrusted equaily to each crew. 
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The line of machines moved out of the brush and picked up speed ae it 
crossed the rugged hille. The vehicles bounced along, chewing up small 
bushes with their tracks, dry machine gun rounde crackling. It suddenly 
occurred to me that from the side infantry combat vehicles resemble the 
ships that children draw: a low short hull, a sharp bow, and a flat, 
vertical stern. But from behind they looked like squat broad-bottomed 
beetles. The wooden beams strapped to the rear unloading hatches enhance 
this similarity in some undescribable but striking way. 


The attack was at the key point. The main thing now was speed, for it was 
just a few hundred meters to the enemy trenches. There we would hit the 
brakes and unload the men, but for now it was full speed ahead. Otherwise 
there would be no victory and no outstanding evaluation. But Raimkulov 
looked nervously ahead and suddenly gave the order to slow down: the enemy 
soldiers hiding in the freshly-dug forward trenches had no intention of 
withdrawing. Was this an oversight in the exercise plan; or was it the 
desperate cou.age of the defenders? At this point the battalion com- 
manders did not know. The combat vehicles moved cautiously past the 
trenches, looking around carefully. 


A daytime march is much less unsettling than a night march. Soon a short 
halt was called for the crews to get out, stretch, and have a smoke. A 
lieutenant jumped out of the next vehicle and ran up to Raimkulov. 


"Comrade major'” he began to report but suddenly caught himself, turned 
and waved his arm at his mechanic-driver. "Shut that damned thing up!" 


The commander of the first battalion was sitting on the armor, asleep. 

It was the first time he had slept in two or three days. He slept a whole 
10 minutes before the regimental commander, who had come to Raimkulov's 
battalion after the attack, from his vehicle issued the command, "To your 
vehicles!" 


They reached the river at noon. According to the exercise plan, the 
battalion was to cross it without a halt. After all, it was in the for- 
ward detachment and a delay might hinder the attack of the main forces. 
But the approaches to the crossing were closed off, and not by the enemy, 
even the hypothetical enemy. The approaches were blocked by friendly 
troops, their own technicians. A misunderstanding and an illogical bottle- 
neck occurred. 


Such situations happen sometimes at exercises. At first it is hard to 
understand why someone could not figure out the course of the exercise 
down to small points beforehand and determine for each vehicle the exact 
point and time of the march, attack, and crossing. In fact, it cannot 
be done down to fine points. 


A good attack is not repeated. Preparations must be made, but it is not 
poss. ble to envision and plan everything in advance. That is exactly 
why the military profession has always been a creative one. 


The short delay at the crossing was not a result of disorder. Rather it 
wae cased by someone's excessive desire, out of place in an exercise, 
for external, apparent order. The technical troops had set up a swinging 
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gate barrier on the road and wanted to conduct a detailed inspection of the 
vehicles and crews to see if they were ready to cross the fast-f lowing, 
flooded river. But the men were set for battle, not games. So the gate 
wae quickly removed. 


Soon the infantry combat vehicles were racing down the slope of the clay 
bank to the muddy brown river with ite ewirling current. There was a splash, 
the icy water surged against the sides of the vehicle, the tracks gave 
their last push and suddenly we stopped. It felt as if an invisible force 
had lifted up the vehicle and was holding it, not allowing it to go for- 
ward. Raimkulov shouted at the mechanic-drive, "Step on it, Nezhiborets! 
Step on it!" 


I heard the engine strain and roar. The infantry combat vehicle has no 
propeller; its moving force on land and in water is the same, the tracks. 
They were turning at maximum speed, pushing the water aside, moving the 
heavy vehicle toward the still-distant opposite bank. Raimkulov was 
like a captain who had moored his ship in a crowded port. 


"To the left! Step on it! Straight ahead!" 


The currert was so strong that the vehicle had to be directed almost 
straight into it. We came out on the low, marshy far bank moving almost 
sideways. Suddenly I was afraid we would become stuck in the mud! But 
then I felt relief: it is a great machine and nothing can stop it! 


After the crossing the battalion officers and regimental staff officers 
gathered by the edge of the track cut by the vehicles. They sat down on 

a fallen, rotten tree trunk, chewed on frozen blades of grass, and looked 
uneasily at the crossing. The second battalion had fallen behind, and 

they could not go on without it. It was a tense situation. After 10 
minutes the lead vehicle of the delayed battalion, steaming heavily, 
stopped by the downed log. A bl.oad-shouldered young captain, the battalion 
commander, jumped out. 


"Why are you late?" the re: aental commander asked in a somewhat ominously 
calm voice. 


"We were stopped at the technical inspection point, comrade colonel.” 


"Did you tell them that your vehicles had already been inspected more 
than adequately?" 


"Tl did. out they would not listen." 


"Well, you are certainly very obedient. Now we will have to wait until 
all your vehicles catch up. If the attack fails, who will be to blame?" 


"I understand everything, comrade colonel. But when those warrant officers 
[praporshchiki] stopped me, it meant they had authorization from higher 
headquarters. I didn't want to cat.h it for disobedience." 


The officers stopped chewing their blades of grass and looked at the 
battalion commander, shaking their heads. ‘here was nothing more to say, 
so they dispersed to their vehicles. 
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Military service is a complex matter. Raimkulov slowed down at the enemy 
trenches; the other battalion commander aleo slowed down, at the river. 
The situations appear similar, but the other officers were sympathetic 
with Raimkulov and rejected the battalion commander who delayed the crossing. 


Indeed, real battle is complex and it is difficult to anticipate how it will 
go. Thie means that exercises too gust be complex, so that they test and 
strengthen creative thinking, the toughness of the men, and the ability of 
officers and soldiers to orient themselves in the most critical and, some- 
times, outwardly contradictory situations. They must develop the ability 
of commanders to make correct decisions independently, to find the way to 
victory, and to follow it. 


In peacetime combat training, of course, the line of acceptable risk must 
not be passed. But it is much more risky to become accustomed to stopping 
far short of this line. 


To put it simply, service in the Ground Forces, the forces which meet the 
enemy face to face on the field of battle, is service for men who are cour- 
ageous, determined, and ready to overcome hardships and deprivations and 
take risks today, in peacetime. 


Although the goddess of victory has wings, victory still lives on the 
ground and it is the Ground Forces who know her firsthand. Of course, they 
can only achieve victory in close, fraternal cooperation with pilots, 
missile troops, air defense troops, and sailors. Their combat training, 
which is just as intensive and action-packed, will be the subject of later 
articles. 


11,176 
cso: 1801 
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AIR DEFENSE FORCES 


RADAR OPERATOR TRAINING DESCRIBED 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 16 Jan 81 p 2 


[Article by Capt 2nd Rank A. Zlydnev: "All Right on Paper") 


[Text] Three days were left until the start of the new training year, but in 
the company comminded by Capt I. Gurov, no one knew the score with which the 
radar troops had finished the preceding training year and what goals they 
achieved in cocialist competition. 


“Captain Gurov will return from a trip in a month, and he will bring informa- 
tion on the results and evaluation from unit headquarters," I was told by 

Sr Lt V. Samsonov, the political worker. “Then we will inform the personnel 
and lay out plans for the future.” 


I should observe that the company is stationed at a significant distance 
from unit headquarters and it is not that easy to get there. But they have 
reliable communications. So why not use them? Sr Lt N. Kuznetsov, acting 
company commander, called the chief f che unit political section by tele- 
phone, and the next day the compary received a telephone message with all 
the information necessary to summarize the results of the training year. 


[It turned out that the subunit was accustomed to receiving the results of a 
training period a month late, after the corresponding data was brought from 
headquarters. But in such case the radar troops do not have the slightest 
idea of how their achievements in combat and political training were evalu- 
ated and what place they received in socialist competition until the 
information is delivered to the remote site. There are other serious short- 
comings in organization of the training process and competition there too, 
and they were the subject of a letter to the editors by Sr Lt V. Komarov. 
Here is a si ct excerpt from his letter: “Company commander Capt I. Gurov 
demands that perso nel enter outstanding marks in the log of combat training 
subjects. So we have to become outstanding on paper." 


Here is how this looks in proe-.ice. At the end of each month the company 
commander looks through a log book ir which the scores are entered. He 
warns all officers in advance that because the company carries the title of 
outstanding, there should not be any “3” ccores in the log. The doubts of 
his subordinates are disregarded and a "safe" report is sent to unit head- 
quarters. Even though opeators Jr Sgt A. Karpov and PFC Zh. Temirgaleyev, 
electrician PFC Ye. Vakalov, and several other men still have a long way to 
go developing their skills, the company commander includes them in the order 
for awarding the title of outstanding. 
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“Sergeant Karpov does not have a good knowledge of the station, and it is 
hard for him to learn it because special training periods and drille are 
only held occasionally,” Sr Lt V. Chepelyuk complains. "At firat I pre- 
pared conscientiously for training periods, studied the literature and made 
detailed outlines. But during the study hours there are always various ur- 
gent jobs to be done. Inetead of outlines I began making short notes. The 
company commander approves them without a look and immediately demands that 
men be assigned for administrative jobs." 


This naturally cools the enthusiasm of the soldiers and sergeants and makes 
them less interested in high indicators. “Why should I try hard in studies?" 
said Pvt V. Vyatkin. "I received a '5' mark anyway, even though I know very 
little.” 


But why did such a matter not become a subject of discussion at a service 
meeting of officers and, finally, at a party meeting? "I raised this issue 
at @ party meeting,” observes Senior Lieutenant Chepelyuk. ‘Several speakers 
supported me. But our critical remarks remained on paper. it is hard to 
change Captain Gurov's mind." 


I was not able to have a good talk with Captain Gurov. We met on the deck 
of a boat; I had arrived in the company and he was leaving for regimental 
headquarters. Learning of the purpose of my visit, the captain commented 
indifferently: "I have left an officer in the company to manage for me, 
and there is a political worker and a secretary of the party organization. 
They will show you and tell you everything." With that we parted. 


What did I learn from talking with the officers of the company? I found out 
that this company conceals shortcomings in military discipline. To judge 

by documents only Privates V. Vyatkin and V. Gil'manov committed flagrant 
violations of military order in the company during the year. But that is 
just on paper. In reality the picture is somewhat different. In addition 
to Vyatkin and Gil'manov, several other men caused problems in the collec- 
tive. In fact, several of them had used alcoholic beverages. No steps 

were taken with them. In addition, Private V. Korshunenko and Yu. Tyan, 

who had committed violations of discipline, were even promoted in rank. 

Why? 


WO [Praporshchik| V. Tkachenko said, with his characteristic directness and 
frankness, “The company commander thinks that recording all offenses is 
washing dirty linen in public. As the secretary of the party organization 
I have spoken with communist Captain Gurov about this many times. He 
listens, seems to agree, but he does not change.” 


Indeed, none of the violators of discipline had been censured in the col- 
iective. Moreover, they are all listed among the leaders in socialist 
competition. This again means on paper, which as we know is very adaptable. 


In the company Lenin room there are attractively designed displays headed 
"They are performing their combat duty outstandingly" and "Outstanding 
soldiers are the heart of the army.” But I had the feeling that these dis- 
plays had not been updated for a long time. There were photographs of men 
who had been discharged into the reserves 18 months and more earlier. 

PFC Zh. Temirgaleyev, who is in his second year of service in the company, 
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had difficulty when he was asked to give the names of those who were perform- 
ing their combat duty outstandingly, Nonetheless, he recognized some of them 
in the photographs (for some reason there are no names on them). But two, he 
said, were completely unfamiliar to him, 


On the deck of the boat Captain Gurov had assured me that they would show and 
explain everything in the company. They showed me everything, but explana- 
tions were more difficult. I did not receive sensible answers to many ques- 
tions. For example, why don't they summarize results of competition for the 
day, the week, and the month, as they are supposed to? Why hasn't the 
company organized competition between men’? Why is it that even the officers 
do not know which is the best team in the company? There are many such un- 
answered questions. 


"We are going along by inertia," Senior Lieutenant Samsonov agreed. ‘Travel 
takes its toll. Again it is because we are so remote. For example, I am 
gone from the company four months a year. When I go away to assemblies, you 
can cross off two months. We are very dependent on the river navigation 
season.” 


"But on the other hand, you do return from the assemblies with some useful 
knowledge, don't you?” 


"Well, not exactly. When you get to unit headquarters you are put on details 
and there is not much time for study. I get by mostly with the old things 
that I learned in school.” 


They are living “by inertia." Frankly, that is an unpleasant admission. It 
is no accident that for almost three years now old-timers at the military 
post have fondly recalled former company commander Capt R. Bogdan. He was 
able to combine high regulation standards with concern for the men, He 
looked carefully at all aspects -. the life of his subordinates, The mis- 
sions that the company faced ec that time were the same as they are today, 
and there was just as much admiuistrative work. 


The site does have its difficulties, chiefly as a result of its great re- 
moteness. The summer is short and goes by quickly. Spring and fall are 
stormy, and winter brings blizzards. There are not many good days, and 
there is a great deal of work to do. In such conditions it is especially 
important to have a very business-like attitude, good command skills, pre- 
cise military order, and a healthy moral atmosphere in the collective. Un- 
fortunately, Captain Gurov ignores many of these matters, 


So it .; an alarming situation, The unit s*aff and political section are 
aware of most -f these things. Just one thi ig is surprising: why haven't 
they made a strict, principled evaluation of this company? 
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[Article by Capt 2d Rank A. Penkin, Deputy Commander for Political Affairs on the 
ASW Cruiser "Kiev": "Convincingness and Effectiveness for Propaganda" ] 


[Text] Night was rapidly approaching the porthole. And although it was fresh in 
the cabin, it had somehow the coziness of home. During such moments one can think 
well. And there was something to reflect about. Quite recently the report-election 
meeting of the cruiser's communists had ended. It had summed up our deeds over the 
year and outlined the ways for further improving party work and raising its influ- 
ence on the life and combat training of the personnel. 


The results seemed good enough. The crew had been on a voyage for a long time car- 
rying out a complex range of combat training and navigation problems. Each of them 
demanded great effort by the entire collective as well as effective and well 
thought-out work by the party organization. In the assessment of the ship's com- 
mander, the communists, as they should, had made a worthy contribution to ensuring 
the success, and had carried out great and beneficial work in developing among the 
men high moral-political and combat qualities and being concerned with the strength- 
ening of discipline and raising the vigilance of the sailors and the combat readi- 
ness of the ship. 

"In assessing our combat skills," emphasized the cruiser's commander, Capt lst Rank 
V. Pykov, at the meeting, “an ocean cruise is a strict and objective judge. Without 
any concessions and in an exacting manner it has tested the human qualities, the sea 
training and ideological tempering of each crew member." 


Yes, for many weeks we have been far from our home shores carrying out difficult and 
responsible assignments of the command. And over virtually the entire length of the 
ocean cruise we were followed by NATO naval vessels. From such “proximity,” under- 
standably one could expect any eventuality. For this reason, the commander, the 
political workers, the cruiser party committee and the party organizations of the 
departments did everything so that each sailor, petty officer, warrant officer 
[“michman"] and officer performed his duties with maximum clarity and was constantly 
ready for any sort of eventuality. In their speeches directly at battle stations, 
the communists constantly reminded the sailors about the need for the highest vigi- 
lance and attentiveness, cool headedness and restraint. Here they explained the 
advice of V. I. Lenin to the Soviet soldiers and the demands of our party and state 


13 








as well as the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the 
Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, on the combat readi- 
ness of the troops and naval forces. They widely popularized the experience of the 
outetanding men and turned to the instructive experience of previous cruises. At 
the report and election meeting, the examples were cited of the officer communists 
Yu. Pronin, Ye. Parikozhko, S. Kosinov and our other comrades who fully manifested 
the best party qualities and by their word and deed, by all their work created an 
atmosphere of naval solidarity and comradeship in the crew and developed a feeling 
of pride for our collective and for belonging to the Soviet Armed Forces. 


During the cruise, the sailors, in the general opinion of those who spoke, were pro- 
foundly aware of the moral superiority over those who were on the ships of the NATO 
bloc and which is in the throes of a war psychosis. Our men excelled in vigilance, 
the exemplary standing of watches, mutual aid, initiative and the desire to worth- 
ily fly the Soviet naval flag on en ocean cruise. Here one could fully feel the 
ideological conviction of the sailors and their understanding of their honorable 
duty to the motherland and their responsibility for its destiny. At that time we 
thought: there it is, the specific result of the indoctrinational efforts of the 
party committee, the party organizations of the departments and all the communists 
of the cruiser. 


As was emphasized at the meeting by those who spoke, the high political awareness of 
the sailors depends primarily upon how in fact each party member and candidate mem- 
ber carries out the role of a propagandist and supporter of the ideas of our party 
and its demands upon the armed defenders of the motherland. It depends upon what 

is his own position in life and whether the moral example is high. Moreover, whe- 
ther a great concern is shown by the pe.sons who carry their party cards over their 
heart, tor seeing to it that all the men have a good understanding of their duty in 
ensuring the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and reliably protecting the great 
victories of socialism and conscientiously carry out their service duties. Precise- 
ly such tasks derive from the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee on Further Im- 
proving [deological and Political Indoctrination." 


How have we carried out the demands of this decree? What has already been done and 
what remains to be done in orde .o turn the ship's party organization into a true 
center of daily ideological indoctrination activities? These questions held the 
main place at the report and election party meeting. 


It was pointed out that all the communists had been involved in various forms of 
political study. The necessary conditions had also been created for independent 
work in the area of raising military and political knowledge. The party committee 
had organized lectures and reports to help comrades studying Marxist-Leninist theory 


and had held cientifiec-practical and procedural conferences and individual collo- 
quiums with the >munists on the urgent problems of party construction, the domes- 
tic and foreign po. cy of the CPSU and the further improving of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. Here basic attention was given to a profound study by the communists of 


Lenin's ideological-theoret ~* ' and military heritage, the materials of the 25th 
CPSU Congress, the decisions of the June and October (1980) Plenums of the CPSU 
Central Committee, the decrees of the party Central Committee on ideological ques- 
tions as well as the provisions and com lusions contained in the works and speeches 
of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. 





Over the report period the questions of ideological life were repeatedly discussed 
at sessions of the cruiser party committee and at the party meetings of the depart- 
ments. The ship's commander and the other communist leaders were constantly inter- 
ested in what successes had been achieved by the party members and candidate mem- 
bers studying in the officer Marxist-Leninist study groups, the warrant officer 
political studies and the political exercises, what was impeding them in studies and 
what must be done to improve the quality of independent preparation. The party com- 
mittee also widely uses the effective form of controlling the ideological growth of 
the communists of hearing their statements on their studies and participation in 
political and military indoctrination of the sailors. Such hearings usually provide 
rich food for thought and make it possible to promptly spot shortcomings and effec- 
tively eliminate them. I will give an example which was brought up at a meeting. 


The party member, officer A. Moiseyev was invited at one time to a party committee 
session. The problem was that the collective which he headed had dropped noticeably 
in the socialist competition. Here military discipline had also “begun to sag" 
among individual seamen. And, what was particularly disturbing, the behavior of the 
communist himself was iargely responsible for this. At some stage he had decided 
that he had already reached the “ceiling” in his deological growth and henceforth 
would not improve his knowledge. However it is weil known that one does not get far 
with old baggage. And this happened with Moiseyev. Having let up on the demands 
placed on himself, the officer let go of the leadership of the socialist competition 
and indoctrinational work in the collective. The men, as they say, went stale, they 
began to have a lax attitude toward exercises and some even violated discipline. 


The communist had to be straightened out. At the party committee session there was 
a principled and exacting discussion. The comrades reminded him that, as a rule, 
insufficient ideological conditioning led to the negligent performance of service 
duties and to social pessivity of a party member or candidate member. They let the 
officer understand that he must be fully responsible for his oversights. The com- 
munist could not expect any lenience if his word differed from his deed and daily 
conduct. Moiseyev realized his mistakes and revised his attitude toward service and 
ideologicaktheoretical growth. But, as was correctly said by Officer S. Vasil'yev 
at the report and election meeting, the party member still had a great deal of work 
to do with himself to regain his good name. And the main thing was not for a minute 
to forget that ideological maturity is a dependable guide in service. There are no 
and cannot be any limits for its improvement. Life itself is the way to this. 


Unfortunately, certain hearings do not always achieve their goal. At times they are 
turned into an ordinary “priming" or an official “dressing down,” and for this rea- 
son do not contribute to the ideological growth of the communists or arming them 
with the skills of indoctrinating the men. Here also is another shortcoming. It 
sometimes happens that a statement by a comrade has been heard, he is praised for 
zeal but no concern is shown for passing his experience on to others. This experi- 
ence remains as a dead weight and does not serve the cause of indoctrinating other 
sailors. And quite naturally at the report and election meeting the communists 
could not keep silent about this oversight of the party committee which reduced the 
effectiveness of our ideological indoctrination efforts. 


The ship propagandist Sr Lt B. Nagornyy, spoke at the meeting about new forms of 
ideological work which are becoming an ever-stronger part in the life of the organi- 
zation. These include the scientific-practical and procedural conferences, the 
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abstracting of political literature, seminars on urgent problems of the modern 

world and on questions of military indoctrination. Here he emphasized that all 
these measures achieve their goal if they are carefully prepared for and if the 
conducting of them involves the finest forces of the organization and the communists 
who are most mature in ideological terms, Unfortunately, as was recognized at the 
meeting, this is not always the case. It also happens that the conducting of the 
designated measures involves not the persons whom we would like and the measures 
themselves are not thought out as should be. As a result the listeners are less 
interested in them and the indoctrinational effect is reduced. 


The ideological level of individual measures remains low in the party organizations 
of the departments. For example, in the subunit where until recently Sr Lt Yu. 
Kovalenko was the political worker, certain talks and reports were prepared hurried- 
ly in following the principle of the more the better. However it is scarcely pos- 
sible to explain the reason for this shortcoming solely by a desire to achieve a 
larger number of measures. The persons who conducted them lacked experience and 
knowledge although there was experience nearby. For example, in the subunit where 
Officer Ye. Parikozhko is the political worker, each measure is thoroughly thought 
out and the idec'ogical effect is completely analyzed. Here they unfailingly con- 
sider the needs o* the sailors, petty officers and warrant officers. But, unfor- 


tunately, the experience discussed here was not effectively made available to all by 
the party committee. 
As is known the heart of ideological and political indoctrination work has been and 


remains the developing in our people, including the men of the Army and Navy, a 
communist ideology, wholehearted loyalt, .o the cause of the party and to the 

ideals of Marxism-Leninism and the indectrinating of love for the socialist mother- 
land, proletarian internationalism, the readiness, will and ability to construct and 
defend a new society. 


At the meeting it was pointed out t'. c the growing interest of the sailors in study- 
ing Lenin's ideological and theorct‘cal heritage as well as the party's domestic 

and foreign policy, the complexity of the present international situation, the grow- 
ing ideological subversion by t) imperialists and their Chinese supporters and the 
high demands made upon the combat readiness of the troops and naval forces--all of 


this places great obligations on the propaganda cadres and each party member and 
candidate member. They must effectively influence the formation of the sailors’ 
ideology. 


And here the speakers discussed not only the forms which, so to speak, are already 
traditional but also about new forms. In particular, such a one as having the sail- 
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ors frequen ‘rite compositions on the subjects "V. I. Lenin in My Destiny," “The 
Youth Matu: on Cruises," “Far from the Beloved Motherland," "What Service on the 
Cruiser Has Giver " and others. Such compositions better than anything else get 
across the mood of the men, the views of each member of our collective about service 
and his desire to be completely loyal to the legacy of Lenin and in all matters to 
proceed from the interests o. cnc motherland, the party and the people, from the 
demands of high combat readiness. As a rule, each composition is read to all the 
personnel. Individual excerpts from the ™ were quoted at the party report and elec- 


tion meeting. 
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For example, here is what was written in a composition by the outstanding man of 
military and political training, PO lst Class V. Zhidkov: "I, like all my comrades, 
am proud that I am serving on the cruiser 'Kiev.' Naval service has become for me 
a school of life and a school of courage. On the cruiser I have understood well 

the price of military service and | have endeavored to instill in myself the quali- 
ties of a true patriot and defence: of our motherland. Our commander and the other 
communists have become for me a moral example of a new life...." These words bet- 
ter than anything else express the political maturity of the Soviet seaman and his 
understanding of his duty and responsibility to carry it out. 


A majority of the compositions emphasized that one of the factors in the success of 
the sailors in combat training and service has been the ideological indoctrination 
of the communists and their high moral example. This, the speakers pointed out, 
obliges the party committee and the party organizations of the departments to see to 
it that each party member and candidate member be an active ideological fighter for 
the party, a thoughtful indoctrinator of fellow servicemen and an example in service 
and training. 


In the ideological work carried out on the ship it would be difficult to overesti- 
mate the role of the agitation-propaganda group which has been set up under the 
party committee. Its members include the best trained propagandists. The work 
plans of the group are elaborated collectively. In determining the subjects of the 
lectures, reports and talks, the party committee endeavors to have each propagandist 
select a speech to his liking and in accord with his interests, inclinations and 
area of service activities. The nature and composition of the future audience are 
also considered without fail. The members of the agitation and propaganda group do 
not limit themselves to giving just lectures, reports or talks, but rather conduct 
painstaking individual work with the men. All the measures are aimed at developing 
a respect for military service in the sailors and to foster a feeling of pride for 
belonging to the Soviet Armed Forces, a school of ideological conditioning and 
courage, discipline and military skill, a school of life and comradeship. The ex- 
perience of the best propagandists is widely popularized. In particular, the party 
committee has generalized the most instructive procedural methods in the lecture 
propaganda of the communists, officers S. Vasil'yev, A. Karmanov, S. Kosinov, Yu. 
Kil'tsov and S. Kravshuk. These comrades are able to fill their speeches with a 
breath of life and closely link them to the tasks confronting the sailors. The word 
of the propagandists always contains a great ideological and emotional charge, it is 
concrete and militant and mobilizes the personnel to new successes in service and 
increasing combat readiness. 


The following fact was given at the report and election meeting. In the course of 
the last cruise, the signalmen were given a commendation by the commander for able 
and intelligent actions. This, the communists said, was certainly an achievement 
also of the members of the agitation and propaganda group. They carefully studied 
and effectively transmitted the work of the best signalmen to all the personnel of 
the cruiser and a general opinion of intolerance was created around inexpert or 
hurried actions. For example, in standing watch at night, seaman V. Iskrenev 
promptly noticed the approach of an unidentified vessel to the ship. As he should, 
he did not delay in reporting this to the commander. However he forgot that it was 
also essential to determine the nature of the vessel. For this reason to the com- 
mander's question of what sort of vessel was approaching, military or civilian, he 
was unable to answer. And such information was essential as nearby were NATO naval 





vessels. PO 2d Class P. Tsibul'nik advised the sailor to pay attention to the com- 
pleteness of his reports. Subsequently Iskrenev was more careful and vigilant. 


How did the members of the agitation and propaganda group respond to this instance? 
The correct interpretation was put on what had happened. In urging high vigilance 
and attentiveness on the crews in their talks, the members of the agitation and 
propaganda group did not forget to emphasize that here the main thing was that the 
NATO naval vessels were capable of any provocations, particularly under nighttime 
conditions. For this reason, they said, during night watches it is essential to be 
twice or three times more attentive than usual and ready for any eventuality. Such 
a timely discussion, understandably, helped so that among the other young special- 
ists there were subsequently no flaws in their work and they performed their duties 


with maximum clarity. 


On the ship a practice has developed and is being improved of conducting united 
political days. In the course of them the crew has repeatedly heard speeches by 
the chief of the Navy Main Staff, Flt Adm G. Yegorov, the member of the military 
council and chief of the Political Directorate of the Red Banner Northern Fleet, 
Hero of the Soviet Union, Vice Adm N. Usenko, other communists leaders, representa- 
tives from the .ccal party and soviet bodies, participants of the Great Patriotic 
War and produc. .on pacesetters. In the future we intend to improve the united 
political days. And it is not merely a question of the political days. We should 
also note the opinion of the communists that few measures are carried out on a ship- 
wide scale, and the words of the communist leaders at times do not reach the de- 
partment or post of the sailors and petty officers, the warrant officers and offi- 
cers. The reason for this, as was recognized at the report and election meeting, 
is in the absence of proper initiative vy the party committee which does not always 
give the communists assignments and acvice of the following sort: talk with the 
men at the battle station, in the crew's quarters and don't strive for a large 
audience. 


At the meeting the question was brought up of who should be involved in the propa- 


ganda and agitation. It goes witho: saying, men high erudition, culture and 
exemplary conduct. This was considered by us bef, and is considered at present. 
It is with good reason that prit..cily the political workers and the party organiza- 


tion secretaries have been the first and are the first to organize ideological in- 
doctrination on the spot. But have certain engineers and technicians who do not 
have immediate subordinators been rightly forgotten? Of course not. They are in- 
telligent and trained men. But due to a lack of attention to them they often stand 
on the sidelines of ideological indoctrination. Certain comrades under various pre- 
texts endeavor to escape propaganda and agitation. As an example, take Officer N. 
Semenvushkin who was criticized at the meeting. He is an engineer from one of the 
ship's depericents. As a specialist, there are no particular claims against him. 


He knows his job ind has worked without any comments. But he has avoided becoming 
involved in the inucctrination of the department's personnel. And he always has 
one reply: the men are not my concern, my concern is the equipment. 


Can we presently be satisfied by such a position from a communist, was how the 
question was asked at the reporc and election party meeting by Sr Lt Nagornyy. And 
he himself replied: undoubtedly no. fcr a party member or candidate member is re- 
sponsible not only for himself, for his own deeds and conduct but also for those 
next to him, for their indoctrination and the'r morality. 





In Listening to Che speeches by the communiste at the report and election meeting, 
it wae 4 pleasure to realize that all of them were profouadly concerned with im- 
proving ideological indoctrination and raising ite effectiveness. Both the person 
Giving the report and the other speakers emphasized that there was no other, more 
dependable method of teating the depth of a person's ideological conditioning than 
a check by deed, V. I. Lenin advised that we consider not intentions, but rather 
deeds, not good wishes, but rather facts, not the imagined, but rather the actual, 
And if a person's words differ from his deeds, if he preaches one thing but acts 
completely differently, this means that his convictions, in the apt expression of 
Lenin, lie no deeper than the tip of his tongue. 


Each day the front of the socialist competition is broadening to achieve new goals 
in combat training. The ship crew is steadily carrying out the assumed obligations. 
The crew has successfully carried out all the gunnery exercises and dependably pro- 
vides an ASW cover. And ahead are new goals. And we believe in the accomplishing 
of the plan. The grounds for this are the profound ideological conviction and high 
moral qualities of the members in our collective and primarily the communists, 

their desire to carry out all that was planned at the report and election party 
meeting. 


The decisions of the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, the pro- 
visions and conclusions given in the speech of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the plenum 
and the materials of the session of the USSR Supreme Soviet have inspired our 
sailors to attain new heights of combat improvement. They are full of an ardent 
desire to greet the 26th CPSU Congress by unstinting military service, 
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[Article by Lt Gen Avn A. Volkov, chief of the political section at the Air Force 
Engineering Academy iment Prof N. Ye. Zhukovskiy: "The Skills of an Indoctrinator 
for the Militar, Engineer" ] 


[Text] In aca the contents of its activities the higher military school is focused 
on tomorrow as its graduates must carry out responsible missions in the troops. 

The command, the political section and the entire faculty are particularly concerned 
with what sort of graduate our VUZ will produce, how he will carry out the main 
cause of his life, to serve the motherland, and whether as an engineer he will be 
ready not only to control equipment but also to work with the men, to be what is 
termed also an engineer of human souls. 


Aviation is presently armed with extremely invo!ved combat air complexes with effi- 
cient automatic control systems and flight navigation and sight-navigation complexes 
with onboar! electronic computers m..ing it possible to carry out the flight accord- 
ing to a previously calculated plan t.nder semiautomatic or automatic conditions and 
ensure the search for targets and their dependable destruction. The carrying out of 
these missions places new demanc upon the aviation engineering support for combat 
operations. And hence the greater role for military engineers in working with vari- 
ous categories of personnel and in all the combat training activities of the air 
units. 


At present among the direct service duties of the engineers are participation in 
the working out of the military and political training plans and the leading of 


technical training for all the personnel. This necessitates a constant rise in the 
ideologica! trci.ning and engineering and technical level of the leader and the de- 
veloping in iw c* such qualities and skills which make it possible not only to 
skillfully service :>e equipment but also successfully instruct and indoctrinate 
subordinates. 


The problems raised here lie at che basis of our work. It must be said that the 
command and faculty have acquired a ¢ 0d deal of experience in carrying them out. 
Recently the academy celebrated its 6%. anniversary. In using the many years of 
experience and rich traditions, we are continuing to improve the training, indoc- 
trinational and scientific research activities of the academy collective, we are 
searching out and introducing modern forms of instruction and indoctrination and are 








broadening ties with the troops, VUZes, scientific research institutions and design 
bureaus. 


Recently our attention has increased particularly for the question of developing 
the personality of the student as a leader and indoctrinator of subordinates. At 
present we see in improving training and party work aimed at developing the stu- 
dent's knowledge and skills in the area of indoctrinating the personnel as a guaran- 
tee for the even more successful performance of service duties by our graduates in 
the troops. 


The training and indoctrination of the students at the academy and all the party 
political work are based upon the decisions of the party congresses, the plenums of 
the CPSU Central Committee and the instructions of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev who said 
that a modern leader should organically combine party loyalty with profound compe- 
tence, discipline with initiative and a creative approach to the question. The 
Decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers "On the 
Further Development of the Higher School and Raising the Quality of Specialist 
Training" is the program for our daily practical activities. At present, at the 
center of attention are the decisions of the June and October (1980) plenums of the 
CPSU Central Committee and the preparations for the 26th Party Congress. 


In carrying out the demands of the party, the political section and the party organ- 
izations at tye academy have had an active influence on all aspects of the training 
and indoctrin tion of the students as future thoroughly-trained engineers. This has 
been achieved by the close interaction of all the party elements of the faculty and 
student collectives, by the growing militancy of the party organizations and by the 
increaseu personal responsibility of each communist for carrying out his party and 
service duty. The main thing at which all our work is aimed is to have our gradu- 
ates successfully perform their duties in the troops. 


The command, the political section, the faculties and chairs of the academy and the 
party organizations are keeping at the center of their attention primarily the ques- 
tions of the scientific ideology of the students, their communist indoctrination, 
the development of high political awareness and maturity, a feeling of class hate 
for the enemies of socialism and the ability to unmask the concepts of anticommunism 
and the fabrications of the bourgeois ideologists and the Maoists. 


We have also shown particular concern for improving the work of the social science 
chairs and their party organizations. The questions of the teaching of CPSU history, 
Marxist-Leninist philosophy, political economy, scientific communism and party 
political work in the Soviet Armed Forces have been repeatedly the subject of spe- 
cial study and discussion at sessions of the academy council and in the party organ- 
izations. 


For example, during the past academic year a study was made on the activities of the 
chair of Marxist-Leninist philosophy and scientific communism headed by Doctor of 
Philosophical Sciences, Prof, Maj Gen Avn. V. Khalipov. The focus of a whole series 
of scientific research and publications by this collective has contributed to the 


effective work done by the chair and the party organization in developing the quali- 
ties needed by an officer indoctrinator among the students. These include: "“Method- 
olotical Questions in the Activities of a Soviet Military Engineer,” “The Soviet 


Military Engineer as a Leader and Indoctrinator,” “Moral-Political and Psychological 








Training of the Personnel in the Aviation Engineer Service" and "Questions of Peda- 
gogics and Psychology in the Activities of a Military Engineer." 


The pegadogues of this chair are constantly concerned for the ideological- 
theoretical and methodological training of the graduates. As an example, let us 
examine the experience of the chair and its party organization during the period 

of preparing the students to defend their diploma projects and for the state exam- 
ination on seientific communism, For the academy this is a sort of concluding 

stage in all the activities related to shaping the personality of the engineer. 
However, Lt has happened that certain students who are busy with diploma projects 
gave less attention to social sciences, leaving preparations for the state examina- 
tion on scientific communism to the future. Thus, the ideological training of the 
graduates was temporarily weakened. This question was thoroughly discussed by the 
party organizations of the faculties and chairs. As a result of the measures taken, 
actions were coordinated by the command of the faculties, the special chairs and the 
chairs of Marxist-Leninist philosophy and scientific comnunism. 


Now the leaders of diploma projects and the party and Komsomol organizations are 
concerned not only wich the ideological aspect in the projects but also intervene 
directly into the course of the preparations of the men for the state exam. As a 


result qual’t» vas improved both in the diploma projects and in the ideological 
training of the graduates. 

Having studied the positive experience, the officers of the political section at the 
same (ime disclosed oversights permitted at the chair. In particular, it was con- 
sidered necessary to pay more attention to organizing the independent work of the 
students with primary sources and to instruct them more specifically in the ability 
to unmask the fabrications of bourgeois ideologists. It was recommended to this and 
other social science chairs to strengthen ties with the special chairs and provide 
them velp in ensuring a party focus to the instruction. The advice and recommenda- 
tions were carried out. The experie of ensuring a party focus to instruction at 
the airs headed by Engr-Maj Gen ‘. Maksimov and Engr-Cols S. Vakin and A. Ganulich 
was studied and generalized. An ai. was prepared and issued devoted to the party 
approach in the instruction of special disciplines. To help the students a textbook 
was also published on criticizing modern bourgeois and revisionistic concepts. 


Concern was strengthened also for providing the students with knowledge and skills 
in party political work. In preparing for the 26th CPSU Congress, the instructors 


of the chair in their lectures on the history of the CPSU and part: volitical work 
have endeavored to profoundly disclose the principles of party c suction, the 
forms and methods of a comprehensive apprcach to indoctrination and the ways of 
turning tie ccrty organizations into a center of daily ideological and political 
activities. inev have shown the place of the communist engineer in all of this. 
Seminar exercises iy a significant role in instilling the skills of instruction 
and indoctrination in the students. In participating in them, the men prepare re- 
ports and abstracts and they learn propaganda skills. And they also carry out in- 
dividual assignments. For e. ..ple, they draw up sample plans of party political 
work on an equipment servicing day aod in conducting preventive and repair work in 
the maintenance unit and they outline party political measures aimed at supporting 
t lert duty missions by the specialis.: of the aviation engineering service. 
also become familiar with the actual preparation of technical evenings and 


technical contests and with the methods of anaiyzing disciplinary practice. All of 





this helps to develop in the students the necessary skills of conducting political 
indoctrination with subordinates. 


The tours of duty by the students in the troops also help to strengthen theoretical 
knowledge gained at the academy, Here the troops have the greatest opportunity to 
broaden their notions on how the training and indoctrination of men are carried out. 
Experience shows that a tour of duty is more beneficial if the comrades who are to 
spend time in the troops know ahead of time the missions which will be carried out 
during this period in the units as well as the subjects to be studied in the com- 
mander training system. The acquiring of skills in political indoctrination by the 
students is also aided by their active involvement in the activities of the party 
and Komsomol organizations, and in particular in the preparations for and conducting 
of party and Komsomol meetings, reports on general political subjects, consultations 
on the questions of ideological-political and military indoctrination, military 
pedagogics and psychology and in the propagandizing of advanced experience. 


We constantly study and analyze everything that is done by the engineers as leaders 
and indoctrinators in the units. Such a study helps to improve training, ideologi- 
cal and party-political work at the academy as well as better the entire training 
process. 


For becoming acquainted with the service and deeds of our graduates, trips are made 
by the leaders of the academy and the faculties to the troops as well as tours of 
duty for the instructors. Over the last 4 years alone, more than 100 communist of- 
ficers have studied the activities of the academy's graduates in the aviation units. 
Also of great interest are the observations by the pedagogues from the social sci- 
ence chairs who each year in Jaunary-February spend 10 days or 2 weeks in the 
troops. Here they study the experience of organizational and political indoctrina- 
tion work and take an interest in how the academy graduates participate in it. The 
acquired material is then used in the teaching process and helps to improve the 
procedures and contents of the exercises in accord with the needs of the troops. 


As troop practices indicate, in the aviation units one out of every four leaders of 
a Marxist-Leninist study group is an engineer and over one-half of all the leaders 
of the political exercise groups are specialists from the engineering and technical 
personnel. Their conscientious and able organizational efforts have been highly re- 
garded. Of great interest in this regard are the responses from the troops and 
these are carefully analyzed by the command, the political section and the party 
organizations. For example, here is a response on the service of the 1978 graduate, 
Engr-Capt A. Kazantsev. Comment is made on his outstanding successes in military 
and political training, good ideological and theoretical preparation, profound and 
firm engineering knowledge, a developed sense of military duty, high personal re- 
sponsibility for the training and indoctrination of subordinates and the ability to 
self-critically assess the results of his own work. 


However, as ” } table as it is, we do not always receive such responses. We are 
also told ths .ividual officers show low efficiency, poor exactingness on subor- 
dinates and ww knowledge of the forms and methods for the political and mili- 
tary indoctri yn of the men. Such written alerts have repeatedly been the sub- 
ject of discussion for the command and politicul section of the academy as well as 
the broad party aktiv. The statements from the troops were also analyzed by the 


faculties and taken up with the chiefs of the courses. The command and political 





section have made an effort to see to it that all instructors were informed about 
such questions and that they drew the necessary conclusions from the responses and 
worked for a further improvement in the training and indoctrination process. 


In the forming of the student's personality, we must also specially mention the 
practice of long-range planning. It must be said that the many years of experience 
of drawing up and implementing a comprehensive plan for the communist indoctrina- 
tion of the students and designed for the entire period ot their instruction at the 
academy has proven fully effective. Life has shown that this is a very fruitful 
way of working with the men and an effective means for their all-round training. 
The plan outlines the content, basic areas, forms and methods of indoctrination for 
the students in each course. It unifies the efforts of the various chairs and 
clearly defines the tasks, role and place of the party organizations of the train- 
ing squads, courses and faculties. 


The plan also includes the basic measures directed at developing diverse ideological- 
political and moral-combat qualities in the future engineers and inculcating in them 
the habits of party organizational, political indoctrination and mass cultural work 


and the organizing of the socialist competition. 
fhe improvine oc. indoctrinational skills acquired by the students is also aided by 
having them speak before their comrades, the personnel of the units and subunits 


and enterprise workers on the urgent problems of CPSU domestic and foreign policy 
and the development of aviation equipment and weapons. 


[n accord with the comprehensive plan, it is recommended that each student during 
the vear give a speech with political iutormation in the course or in the training 
squad, make a review of one of the sociopolitical journals and conduct talks on a 
sociopolitical subject during a repair or airfield practical work. 
[adoctrinational aspects have been pp’ - among the leading ones also in the exercises 
conducted by the special and primerily the operational chairs. Thus, on the chairs 
led ; K. Shpilev and P. Semen_.ov, in the course of command-staff and special 
tactical exercises, the students curry out not only the tasks of aviation engineer 
support for combat operations but also learn to define the goals and content of in- 
loctrination and the ways of moral and psychological influence on the troop collec- 
tive ind their unification. With the most active involvement of the instructors 
fron airs, tours of duty in the troops are carried out and airfield and re- 
pair practical work is organized in the course of which the students conduct mass 
agitation work in the units. 
[The dev ne of the qualities needed by a future engineer of course is not a sim- 
ple matt also requires an improvement in the work with the leadership and 
instructors Tha s considered by the command and political section, in systemat- 
ical] rgaoizing their a’l-round instruction. Here an important role is played by 
Se! A ind practical scientific conferences. For example, everyone present re- 
members the practical scient conference on "The Military Engineer as a Leader 
and Indoctrinator.” Speaking at the conference was the chief of the academy, Engr- 
ol Gen | ilippov who analyzed the modern urgent problems of higher military edu- 
cation The conference participants adv.nced many interesting ideas and made pro- 
posals on using the capabilities of the snoecial chairs in developing the personality 


yf a future engineer. In particular, Doctor co. Technical Sciences, Prof, Engr-Col 








M. Yarlykov proposed that better use be made of airfield experience and tours of 
duty in the troops tor developing the student's skills in organizational and socio- 
political activities. 


In carrying out the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of 
Ministers "On the Further Development of the Higher School and Improving the 
Quality of Specialist Training," we have also been concerned that each instructor 
constantly broaden his political and cultural viewpoint and be an example of high 
communist ideological loyalty, a creative attitude toward labor, and moral purity 
and nobility. Among our leading scientists, generals and officers who excel in 
these qualities we should mention the Corresponding Member of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences A. Krasovskiy, Doctors of Technical Sciences, Profs I. Kazakov, M. Nishta, 
Ye. Rumyantsev, A. Tarasenkov, and V. Tikhonov, Candidates of Sciences, Docents F. 
Bozavikov, V. Gerasimov, V. Kobel'kov, B. Levin, B. Mal'kov, G. Mishurovskiy, V. 
Pinchuk, V. Sudakov and many others. Characteristically in the course of the ex- 
ercises they always devote attention to developing the student's views about admin- 
istrative and indoctrinational functions in the activities of an engineer. 


The academy political section and the party organizations have begun to make wider 
use of internal party work for strengthening the influence on the process of forming 
the necessary personality qualities in the future air engineers. The active in- 
volvement of the students in the affairs of the party and Komsomol organizations 
helps to develop in them such qualities as responsibility for the assigned job, 

high discipline and organizations, initiative, honesty and high principles and the 
ability to work with others. We see to it that the party organizations are active 
and creative that control and the check on the fulfillment of approved decisions are 
organized everywhere and that an atmosphere of criticism and self-criticism and high 
exactingness on the communists and Komsomol members is created. 

The reports and elections of the party organizations were an effective means for ac- 
tivating internal party work on the eve of the 26th CPSU Congress. In the course of 
them the attention of the communists was focused on developing high party qualities 
in the future engineers. This subject was one of the central ones. For example, 

it was discussed profoundly and thoroughly in the party organizations where Officers 


O. Matviyenko and N. Suvorov are the secretaries. Here more than 70 percent of the 
students have permanent as ignments. One our of four students last year gave lec- 
tures and reports at the institutions and enterprises of Moscow. Each week politi- 
cal information sessions are conducted in the training squads. In the course where 
Officer N. Suvorov is the party bureau secretary, during the tour of duty in the 
troops the students held 240 hou of exercises on political and technical subjects. 
This cour is considered the best i he academy. It has been awarded the rotat- 
ing Red Banner of the Frunzensi Si.oe Raykom in Moscow. The political section has 
generalized th perience of the leaders and party organization of this course in 
the area of training the students as future engineers and indoctrinators of the 
troop collectives. It has acquainted the broad party aktiv with this. 

The moral and psychological climate which exists in the academy is of serious sig- 
nifican in forming the qualities needed by each military engineer and in acquiring 
the knowledge of pedagogue-leader and indoctrinator. Its glorious traditions and 
great indoctrinational potential acquired over the 60 years of its existence have 
created favorable conditions for the successful carrying out of training and indoc- 


trinati 








From the very first days of study the young students become familiar with the tra- 
ditions of the academy, its accomplishments, the outstanding results achieved by 
our graduates in science and technology, with their flawless service in the troops 
and their feats in the war years and peacetime. This is aided by excursions to our 
museum and by meetings at the officer club with prominent academy graduates, The 
large-run newspaper VPERED IL VYSHE publishes articles on the glorious episodes from 
the history of our eldest institution of learning. The propagandizing of tradi- 
tions is an important element in all the training and indoctrinational work at the 
academy. Wwe endeavor to make full use of the very rich indoctrinational potential 
which we have. 


[In paying unt lagging attention to instilling in the students the sound skills of 
the leaders and inedoctrinators of troop collectives and rel!‘able proponents of CPSU 
policy in the Armed Forces, the academy's council specially discussed the state of 
atfairs in carrying out this most important task. It wae pointed out t! all 
training, scientific research and political indoctrination at the academy is organ- 
ized on the basis of the demands of the 25th CPSU Congress and the subsequent plen- 


ums of the CPSU Cs a. Committee and the theoretical provisions and practical rec- 
ommendations cev’a@ ined in the vor s of Comrade L. i. Brezhnev and the other leaders 
of the party an’ Soviet state. Concern has been shown constantly for developing 

1 t tudcsts scientific thought and a Marxist-Leninist ideology and arming them 
with | skills o! onducting political indoctrination and with the experience ac- 
ju the troops in carrying out the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On 
Furt r [mproving Ideological and Political Indoctrination." Characteristic of a 
| rit f the student: at present is a clear awareness of the particular impor- 
tan tf their political training and ti. ability to train and indoctrinate people. 
Activeness in the mastery of military ind political knowledge is particularly ap- 


parent at present among our students in the course of the preparations for the 26th 
P ‘ess. At the center of attention are the decisions of the October (1980) 
CPSU Central Committee, the vivid, impressive speech of Comrade L. I. 
ind the documents of ne Fouth Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 


scussed her one can feel a concern for the growth of politi- 


, ideolog’cal conviction and sociopolitical activeness of the students. 
. uld be wrong not to see the still existing shortcomings as well. For 
t reason at a session of the academy council, we profoundly analyzed the unsolved 
, ys and exarined how the additional opportunities must be used for forming the 
fut naineers as leaders and indoctrinators. Thus, in accord with the decision 
taker ‘ council, at present the chairs and faculties have organized the summing 
( iit i irrving out measures related to the comprehensive plan tor the 
TS L ‘rination of the students during the current vear and procedural 
recommenda Nave een prepared for the faculty aimed at instilling the habits of 
0] l indoct tion in our students. This important question for us has been 
4 joint session of the sociai science chairs and 4 num 
er of t ial taculties. The publication of the appropriate articles was or- 
ganized in the newspaper VPi ' VYSHE. It was recommended that the chair of CPSU 
t ind party political wor’ ntensify scientific research, improve the studying 
r tt! rience, irticularly the eriencé i the acagemy graduates and organ- 


sive propagandizing among ' instructors and students. 








At present, the command and political section of the academy as well as the party 
Organizations are taking measures to implement the critical comments and proposals 
voiced by the communists in the course of the report and election campaign and to 
eliminate the disclosed shortcomings. They ere carrying out analytical work aimed 
at more fully utilizing the reserves in indoctrination and further strengthening 

the party influence on the entire training process, its effectiveness and quality, 
on preparing highly skilled specialists and able indoctrinators of subordinates. 


ln approaching the 26th CPSU Congress, the communists and the entire collective at 
the academy have made an appeal to the personnel of the Air Force military colleges 
in which they urge a proper greeting for the approaching party congress. Our col- 
lective is devoting all its forces, knowledge and energy to carrying out this task. 
The party collective at the academy sees an important way for implementing the 
party's demands on the training of military personnel in the developing of future 
military engineers as leaders and indoctrinators. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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MILITARY SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES 


STIPENDS FOR ADJUNCTS (ASPIRANTS) (ARTICLE 135) 


Moscow SOBRANIYE POSTANOVLENIY PRAVITEL'STVA SOYUZA SOVEiSKIKH SOTSIALISTICHESKIKH 
RESPUBLIK in Russian No 22, 1980 pp 559-561 


[Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
on personal stipends for adjuncts (aspirants), students and trainees of the mili- 
tary establishments of the Ministry of Defense, issued in Moscow on 29 August 
1980) 


[Text] 135. On personal stipends for adjuncts (aspirants), students and trainees 
of the military training establishments of the Ministry of Defense. 


In order to combine the code of laws of the USSR of all of the decisions of the 
USSR Government on personal stipends for adjuncts (aspirants), students and 
trainees of the military training establishment of the Ministry of Defense, the 
USSR Council of Ministers resolves: 


l. Stipends imeni V. I. Lenin, imeni the outstanding party, state, military and 
social figures and the outstanding figures in science and technology are to be 
paid to the best adjuncts (aspirc cs), students and trainees of the military 
training establishments of the Miristry of Defense. 


Personal stipends shall be pa‘c by the Ministry of Defense upon declaration of 
the councils of the military training establishments. 


The number of stipends imeni V. I. Lenin for the adjuncts (aspirants), students 
and trainees is determined by the USSR Ministry of Higher and Middle Special Edu- 
cation with the distribution of such stipends between the ministries and depart- 
ments of the USSR and the Union Republics. 


Stipends is .i outstanding party, state, military and social figures and out- 
standing i.zurec in science and technology are paid in an amount in accordance 
with the appendi... 


2. To establish that the personal stipends are paid from the day of their as- 
signment in the following a.ounts (per mont): 


a) stipends imeni V. I. Lenin: 


RR 








to adjuncts (aspirants) of senior military training establishments--125 rubles; 
to students and trainees of senior military training establishments--100 rubles; 
to trainees in middle military schools--75 rubles; 


b) stipends imeni outstanding party, state, military and social figures, the out- 
Standing figures of science and technology to students and trainees of the senior 
military training establishments--75 rubles. 


To students and trainees in barracks, personal stipends are paid in a sum of 50 
percent of the stipends established for subparagraphs a and b of this paragraph, 
respectively. 


In cases where the sizes of the designated personal stipends are lower than the 
rate of pay by military rank and responsibility (salary), paid to adjuncts (aspi- 
rants), students and trainees, these personnel will be given their pay (salary) 
and not the personal stipend. 


3. To recognize the loss of applicability of the resolution of the Council of 
Ministers of 30 August 1960 No 928 "On personal stipends for students and trainees 
of the senior military training establishments of the Ministry of Defense USSR" 
(CPSU, 1960, No 15, Article 128) and of 5 November 1973, No 818 "On sizes of per- 
sonal stipends for adjuncts (aspirants), students and trainees of military train- 
ing establishments of the Ministry of Defense USSR." 


Deputy Chairman, USSR Council of Ministers, N. Tikhonov 
Administrator of Affairs, USSR Council of Ministers, M. Smirtyukov 
Appendix to USSR Council of Ministers Resolution of 29 August 1980, No 738 


List otf stipends imeni the outstanding party, governmental, military and social 
figures avd the outstanding figures of science and technology for adjuncts (aspi- 
rants), students and trainees of the military training establishment of the Minis- 
try of Defense. 


imeni S. M. Budennyy, 5 stipends 

imeni Marshal of the Soviet Union A. M. Vasilevskiy, 5 stipends 
imeni K. Ye. Voroshilov, 5 stipends 

imeni Yu. A. Gagarin, 6 stipends 

imeni Marshal of the Soviet Union A. A. Grechko, 5 stipends 
imeni Marshal the Soviet Union G. K. Zhukov, 5 stipends 
imeni N. Ye. Zhukovskiy, 10 stipends 


> 


imeni M. |. Kalinin, 5 stipends 

imeni Lt. Gen. Engineering Forces D. M. Karbyshev, 5 stipends 
imeni M. |. Kutuzov, 5 stipends 

imeni Marsa! o: the Soviet Union R. Ya. Malinovskiy, 5 stipends 
imeni D. I. MJ.’ sev, 5 stipends 

imeni P. S. N imov, 10 stipends 





imeni I. P. Pavlov, 2 stipends 

imeni N. I. Pirogov, 1 stipend 

imeni A. S. Popov, 20 stipends 

imeni A. V. Suvorov, 5 stipends 

imeni M. V. Frunze, 42 stipends 

imeni K. E. Tsiolkovskiy, 15 stipends 
S. A 


iment . Chaplygin, 2 stipends 


Administrator of Affairs, USSR Council of Ministers, M. Smirtyukov 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


COMMENTS ON IMPERIALIST PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 23, Dec 80 signed to press 
19 Nov 80 pp 77-83 


{Article by Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, Prof, Lt Gen D. Volkogonov: '"'Psycho- 
logical Warfare' of Imperialism and Its Intensification" ] 


[Text] In the malicious efforts of the imperialists and the Maoists who intend to 
check the processes of international detente, to weaken the influence of world 
socialism and achieve one-sided military advantages, the tone is set by the U.S. 
ruling circles. "...American imperialism is clearly taking up the path of a new 
Cold War," said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, "and is creating a situation which jeopar- 
dizes world peace and the cecurity of all peoples." 


The line of imperialism toward the s*rengthening of the arms race, the applying of 
economic pressure on real socialism and the increasing ot tension in relations be- 
tween states is also apparent in the intensification of its attacks in the spiritual 
realm. So-called "psychological warfare acis as © distorted outcowe of the class 
hate of the monopolistic bourgeoisie for the new world. 


The Essence and Objectives of "Psychological Warfare" 


Imperialist propaganda aimed at the socialist countries is endeavoring to influence 
not only the ideological elements of social consciousness but also the psychology 
of people. Let us recall that in terms of the depth of the reflection of reality, 
social consciousness is divided into two levels. The lower level is ordinary con- 
sciousness which includes social psychology. The upper level is a scientific or 


theoretical consciousness the basic political coutent of which consists of ideology. 
Uraiaary consciousness (and social psychology as a part of it), being primary, to a 
certain degree develops spontaneously under tiie influence of the environment, con- 
ditions and circumstances. In including sociel and nationel teelings, attractions, 
moods, traditions, opinions, illusions, experiences and so forth, it reflects sur- 
rounding reality in an immediate, emotional form. V. |. Lenin particulerly estab- 
lished in social psychology the other areas of ‘the psychology of classes,” "the 


psychology of each stratum, profession" and ‘national psychology. 


And why has bourgeois propaganda particularly selected the psychological sphere as 
one of the main objects of its actions? There are weighty reasons for this. The 





problem is that with all its cosmetic nature, bourgeois ideology, in expressing the 
interests of monopolistic capital, cannot attract the working masses. As the West- 
ern sociologist N. Cousins has admitted, at present ideological doctrines in the 
"free world" are not capable of putting forward new ideals which would capture mil- 
lions of people. Without a distortion of the truth and without misconstruing facts, 
bourgeois ideology is incapable of rivaling communist ideology. For this reason 
the propaganda apparatus of imperialism is proceeding from the premise that it ha. 
greater chances for success if it operates predominantly on the psychology of 
people. And these effects, certainly, have a clearly expressed ideological nature, 
in being aimed at "eroding" communist ideology and replacing the ideological con- 
viction of the citizens in a socialist society with one or another form of anti- 
socialist prejudices. 


It can be said that "psychological warfare" for imperialism is nothing more than a 
system of its ideological actions aimed at the consciousness of people via the 
sphere of social psychology. In possessing relative independence, "psychological 
warfare" at the same time represents a portion of the ideological struggle. While 
the method of conviction is mainly employed in the latter, the methods of psycio- 
logical warfare operate predominantly with suggestion. It usually "avoids" logic, 
it is not concerned about arguments and more often appeals to feelings, instincts 
and prejudices. Persuasion is designed for an uncritical acceptance of any infor- 
mation, various rumors and so forth. The bourgeois theoretician P. Linebarger 
wrote in his book "Psychological Warfare" that the most fully assimilated informa- 
tion is that which is given with a reference to an "authoritative source” and under 
the flag of "newness," and touches the personal interests of a man, his emotions. 
"With the aid of suggestion," commented Linebarger, "passions can be turned into 
indignation, a lack of confidence into cowardice, friction into mistrust, and 
prejudices into fury." The less a person is informed the more susceptible he is 

to certain ideological stereotypes. 


Certainly, here it is a question only of the gnoseological possibilities of sugges- 
tion aimed predominantly at the psv° .ological sphere of consciousness. For a ma- 
ture person with a sharp class sense, neither the insinuating whisperings of the 
Western "radio voices" the distorted information nor the various rumors and fabrica- 
tions over various events are of any danger. A personality which possesses a scien- 
tific, communist ideology is more inclined tc trust in logic, arguments and real 
facts than ephemeral, even apparently valid assertions, myths and clichés of bour- 
zeois propaganda. 


"Psychological warfare" is waged continuous!v by imperialism, both in peacetime and 
in war. In wartime it is aimed at paralyziug the will of the opposing side, to 
split the military «ssociation of the men of the sccialist armies and cause embar- 
rassment, confusion and fear. Misinformation, »cimidation and other subversive 
methods ar med ultimately at demoralizing the enemy, forcing him to cease resist- 
ence and surrende: [The various procedures of "psychological warfare” have been 
reinforced in the regulations and manuals of the imperialist armies. For example, 
in the U.S. Army there are the manual M-16-100 (on the ideological influencing of 
eneny soldiers), M-33-5 (ps: Logical operations), the regulation AR-355-6 (moral- 
political information of the pe~sonnel), the regulation AR-360-91 (on the methods 
of moral and psvchological influence on the consciousness of people) and other anal- 


OZOUS jocuments. 











in peacetime the range of "psychological warfare” is even broader, It employs not 
only subversive (unofficial) channels but also the official political, diplomatic 
and cultural ties which exist between states, The iner: ' «tiber of direct eco- 
himic, scientific and other contacts and the growth of . © chnical capabilities 
of propaganda create additional conditions and opportunities for a direct clash of 
opposing ideologies, ways of life, sociopolitical views and morals. The “psycho- 
logical warfare” organs in the imperialist states endeavor to make maximum use of 
these circumstances for intensifying their ideological and psychological subversion 
which has completely definite objectives, 


By interjecting hostile ideas, views and concepts into the social and individual 
consciousness of a socialist society, bourgeois and Maoist propagandists have en- 
deavored to split the moral and political unity of the Soviet people and weaken the 
international solidarity of the fraternal countries. In one of the inetructional 
documents of the ICA (the U.S. International Communications Agency), it is directly 
stated that “free information which we must send into the communist bloc countries 
should weaken the influence of Marx st ideology with all the ensuing consequences.” 
For this reason it is net surprising that the contents of the radio broadcasts, the 
printed information sent into the socialist countries and all other subversive ac- 
tions are aimed at weakening socialism epiritually and ideologically. Although the 
futi'ity of thie aim is obvious, we gust not underestimate the danger which the 
hostile activities of the propaganda centers of imperialiem and its supporters rep- 
resent. 


With the aid of “psychological warfare” actions, out clase enemies have endeavored 
to politically mislead the people of the socialist world. For this an enormous 
range of misinformation media has been set up and is in operation. This is aimed 
at interjecting into socialist public opinion false ideas, alien views, illusions 
and myths. At oresent, in the main capitalist countries alone, there are over 60 
major radio stations “working” for the socialist world. The total amount of their 
broadcasts ie over 450 hours a day (including gore than 250 to the USSR). This en- 
tire “psychological warfare” machine is directed by clear anticommunist aims. Here 
is how their essence has been described by 4 prominent specialist in the United 
States on ideological subversion M. Chukas: "With the aid of radio propaganda, the 
informed man must be turned into an uninformed one, an intelligent person into an 
ignorant one and a convinced person into a doubting one. It is essential to deprive 
people of their adherence to communist aims. This is the entire point.” 


The “psychological warfare” operations are aimed not only at discrediting communist 
ideals, convictions, morality and the way of life but also replacing them with 
Western “values,” such as: private property, individualism, egoism, political in- 
difference and nationaliem. For this extensive use is made of the bourgeois myths 
about the “freedom of the individual,” “the rights of man” and “Western democracy.” 
Certainly the ideological subversives endeavor to remain silent about the fact that 
precisely capitaliem which has given rise to numerous aggressive wars and fascism 
at present is fostering racism, violates the real rights of the individual and 
is incurably ailing with mass crime and unemployment. in publicizing only the 
showcase of the “free world,” they in every possible way avoid mentioning the pro- 
found reasons for social misfortunes, military conflicts, the arms race and other 
inseparable attributes of the capitalist system. 
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The imperialist militaristic circles and the Beijing leaders constantly speculate 
on the myth of the “Soviet military threat.” If one goes into the essence of the 
humerous propaganda campaigns conducted presently ae part of "psychological war- 
fare,” it ie not hard to see that the maintaining of a constant notion of the “com 
muniet danger " in social consciousness operates not only as the core of the theo- 
retical findings of the militarists but aleo is a basic lever for influencing the 
‘oreign policy of their countries. A clever game is being played primarily with 
the feelings of the petty and middle bourgeoisie which because of ite clase in- 
etinet cannot recognize the “validity” of the thesis that an equilibrium of military 
forces is one of the conditions for equal security of the states of the two systems. 
For this reason the NATO and Maoist ideologists suggest to the philistine that the 
West along with China should have a permanent superiority over the USSR and ites 
allies. In order that this false and provocative concept in the future continues 
to play its social role in the interests of the militaristic circles, the latter 
constantly need anti-Sovietiem which is a political and ideological weapon of the 
moet reactionary forces of the modern world. 


The New Wave of Anti-Sovietiem in “Psychological Warfare" 


The basis of “p: chological warfare” has been and temains anticompuniem and its most 
malicious vari .., anti-Sovietiem. By using them imperialism and Maciem "justify" 
their aggressive steps and militaristic preparations. “Anti-Sovietiem and anti- 
communiem,” emphasized the Decree of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee, “have been turned into an instrument for intensifying the arms race and 
into a weapon for fighting not only against the USSR and the other countries of the 
socialist commonwea!th, not only against the communists, but also against all the 
opponents of war, the peace-loving fore s, into a means for undermining detente." 


Anticommunist and anti-Soviet propaganda is conducted by numerous subversive ideo- 
logical centers. Their activities are coordinated mainly by the ICA. In 19860 
alone, the budget of this agency crested on the basis of the U.S. Information Agency 
(USIA) exceeded 700 million dollars. As a total the United States spends over 3 
billion dollars a year on “psychoio:.cal warfare” actions and ideological subver- 
sion. Along with the ICA, also active in the area of “psychological warfare” are 
the CIA, the State Department I) ' lligence Desk, the FBI and the International 
Radio Sroadcasting Council. The NATO Ideological Council also cooperates closely 
with then. 


A large number of state-supported and other centers is under these subversive 
bodies. In the United States the most influential of them are: the Hoover Insti- 
tute for War, Revolution and Peace, the Russian Center of Columbia University, the 
Center for International Studies at Miami University; in the FOR, the system of 
“Eastern bur. cus,” in England, the International Institute for Strategic Studies. 
In addition .o ‘°°, in the United States alone, there are nearly 200 other insti- 
tutes, committces, ‘ands, councils, associations, programs, legions and other -r- 
ganizations which do their “bit” for subversive actions. In their majority they 
receive state subsidies and c ‘ry out anti-Soviet assignments for the ruling 
circles. 


The Beijing propaganda machine is takiup an evermore active part also in the 
‘psychological warfare. 


At present, the amount of Chinese broadcasts to the 














socialist countries has reached over 800 radio hours a week. The basic flow of 
Maoist lies is aimed at the Soviet Union. in the broadcasts of Beijing radio, the 
history of Russo-Chinese and Soviet-Chinese relations is falsified, malicious bour- 
geois anti-Soviet myths are rehashed, events of modern life are flagrantly die- 
torted and the ideas of militarism, chauviniem, raciem and anticommuniem are propa- 
gandized, Not so long ago in the upper circles of the PRC there was a special die- 
cussion of the question of intensifying the anti-Soviet activities of the Xinhua 
Agency, the Administration for the Dissemination of Literature in Foreign Languages 
and the Main Administration for Radio Broadcasting to Foreign Audiences. At pree- 
ent, they are establishing contact evermore openly with the American and other 
bourgeois subversive organs. 


The hardening of the foreign policy course of the United States, the other NATO 
countries and Beijing has been fully reflected in the activities of the “paycholo- 
gical warfare” centers. This hardening has been accompanied by a new wave of anti- 
Sovietiam which is charged with the task of justifying ideologically and psy- 
chologically the wager placed by the militaristic circles on global expansion and 
hegemonism. The entire propaganda mechaniem of imperialism with renewed force is 
trumpeting about the growth of the “Soviet military threat" suggesting to the 
masses the notion of the need for “retaliatory measures,” the importance of NATO 
solidarity, the advisability of a rapprochement between the West and Maoist China 
and so forth. 


Great scope, militancy and dramatic hysteria can be said to characterize the 

new wave of rabid anti-Sovietiem the crest of which has begun to rise particularly 
rapidly since the start of this year. The attempts of the aggressive imperialist 
circles to put pressure on the USSR and on the positions of socialiem as a whole 
are fully reflected in the spiritual sphere. In this regard we gust point out a 
number of aspects concerning the content and methods of the current "psychological 
warfare” cof imperialien. 


First of all, bourgeois propaganda is endeavoring to persuade politically unin- 
formed persons that the “Soviet military threat” is in no way not a myth but rather 
areality. For example, if one leafs through issues of the American newspapers 
such as THE NEW YORK TIMES or WASHINGTON POST in recent months and weeks, in virtu- 
ally every issue one will discover “authoritative” data on the “unprecedented in- 
crease” in Soviet military might, the “sinister plans of Moscow" for the Persian 
Gulf zone, the readiness of the USSR to start a “preventive nuclear war" and so 
forth. 


The same themes are exaggerated by all the NATO press. Thus, the journal NATO 
REVIEW, in July of this year, published an extensive table on the ratio of military 
forces, and according to it the West supposedly is “catastrophically behind the 
Soviets.” D. Hacket, the author of the booklet “The Third World War” which has 
been published in London, provocatively asserts that “this war will inevitably 
break out in the middle of the 1980's as a result...of aggression by the Soviet 
Union against the NATO countries.” Alarm, uncertainty and fear are instilled in 
public consciousness by such lies and intentional falsification. And in such an 
atmosphere any actions aimed at intensifying the arms race can easily be presented 
as “retaliatory, enforced and essential.” The trick @irror of bourgeois sisinform- 
tion so distorts reality that the social psychology of a significant portion of the 














population in the capitalist countries is beginning to be dominated more and more 
by anti-Soviet notions, by falee views and illusions about the actual state of 
affaires, and not the supposed but the real danger deriving from militariem, this, 
in Lenin's words, “main weapon of the clase rule of the bourgeoisie.” 


The hardening of anti-Sovietiem in the “psychological warfare” of imperialism is 
also apparent in the unrestrained speculation on events in Afghanistan and around 
it. Our fundamental position on this question has been repeatedly etated by Com- 
rade |. I. Brezhnev and in the party and state documents. However, imperialist and 
Maoist propaganda prefers to keep silent about this. The propaganda not only jus- 
tifies the indisputable fact of intervention by the United States, the PRC, Pakistan 
and certain other countries into Afghanistan affairs, but aleo erupts with endless 
torrente of lies about the revolutionary government of thie sovereign country and 
the fraternal international aid given by the Soviet Union t. the Afghan people. 


After the June Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee had innounced the gradual nor- 
malization of the internal political situation in Afghanistan and the defeat of 
large counterrevolutionary bands there, the Western masse information media immedi- 
ately in a dramatic form informed the world of the “use of chemical agents by the 
Soviets, "\ "the ‘ostruction of a number of settlements near Kabul by the Soviet 
troops,” “inete>_.« of genocide against peaceful inhabitants,” “on the unequal 
nature of thx economic agreements between the USSR and Afghanistan" and so forth. 
All these faleifications are based on outright lies, wild tales by Afghan counter~- 
revoluticnaries and the fantasies of Beijing propaganda. The systematic unmasking 
of the falsehoods and the exposure of the intentional misinformation do not embar- 
rase the “psychological warfare” specialists. Due to the “concern” of the Washing- 
ton Administration, the Afghan question nas remained a “dainty dish” in the kitchen 
of psychological subversion. Ultimately thie is aimed at convincing the readers, 
viewers and listeners of the “aggressiveness of cugmunism" and justifying the inter- 
vention by the West into the affairs of other countries and peoples under the flag 
of “defending” their Liberty and independence. In this manner people develop ster- 
eotypes of anticommunist thinking 4.4 a distorted notion of international events 
and their real causes. 


Finally, a sew outburst of anti © vwietiem is linked to the desire of the warriors 
of “psychological warfare” to disregard or play down the role of the peace-loving 
proposals of the Soviet Union and the other socialist states and to discredit their 
foreign pol'cy. As is known, the world progressive community has positively viewed 
the documents of the May conference of the Warsaw Pact Political Consultative Com 
mittee and these provided a scientific analysis of the existing international situ- 
ation and contain « constructive program of measures needed to eliminate the cen- 
ters of tenston and dangerous militaristic tendencies. Since the approval of these 
Seacures «oo. of @ blow against the hegemonistic plans of the opponents of detente, 
the very [1 t oo™ente by official representatives from the West as well as Bei- 
jing were an erpre fon of an extremely negative attitude toward the good will of 
the soc Lallet countries. Upon command from Washington the numerous “psychological 
warfare” centers began to dee tribe the new peace-loving initiatives of the Warsaw 
Pact countries as “propaganda, “ideological camouflage,” a “trap of Moscow,” the 
attempt “to eplit the West” and so furth. 











All these as well as certain other new aspects in the content of "psychological 
warfare” have one common feature. They are an official expression of the views of 
the ruling circles in the imperialist powers, In essence, the big lie passed 
through the locks of “psychological warfare” shows the elevating of it to the rank 
of state policy. For example, an official representative of the U.S. Administra- 
tion, J. Powell, made it a rule almost daily to invite on a “personal basis” the 
“necessary” newspaper, radio and television reporters and then give them a “offi- 
cial” interpretation of the “advantageous” facts and events. Precisely from the 
mouth of this highly placed official came numerous anti-Soviet canarde about the 
“murder of children in Kabul,” "the aggressive intentions of the USSR vis-a-vis 
Iran,” “the desire of the Soviet Union to establish itself in the Persian Gulf 
zone" and so forth. Hie “personal” information disseminated later in millions of 
copies and embellished with new “details,” in fact represented an official and know- 
ingly false version of one or another event. The Presidential Adviser on National 
Security 2. Brzezinski, the Secretary of State E. Muskie, his Adviser on Soviet 
Affaires M. Shulman and other representatives of the present Washington Administra- 
tion were also partial to the intentional “leaking of information” (planned by the 
“paychological warfare” personnel). 


Recently in the West it has become an ordinary matter to refer to certain “intelli- 
gence data” which make it possible for the bourgeois propagandists in essence to 
arbitrarily assess the balance of military forces in the world, to ascribe any in- 
tentions to the socialist countries, to justify known falsehoods and speak any Lie. 
References to “intelligence information" are also convenient for creating sensa- 
tions and for the singularity of the source of material. But not everyone was 
given the right to check it. 


Even V. I. Lenin pointed out that the bourgeoisie cannot influence the masses with- 
out a broadly developed, systematically carried out and firmly equipped system of 
lies, ewindling and slights of hand with fashionable and popular phrases. At pres- 
ent, the cooking up of lies is the basic attribute of “psychological warfare." In 
order to increase the effectiveness of its subversive actions, imperialism has en- 
deavored to carry out many ideological and psychological subversive acts under the 
cover of “social organizations” such as the World Anticommunist League, the People's 
Labor Union (NTS), the European Freedom Council and the League of the Struggle for 
the Rights of Man. The assemblies periodically organized within these “leagues” 
and “councils” which are supported by the CIA have the job of providing new impulses 
of misinformation and slander to the anti;Soviet propaganda. 


The misinformation which flows continuously off the "psychological warfare" conveyor 
is designed not only for “local consumption” but is also aimed at the socialist 
countries. Recently subversive propaganda, particularly by radio, has been very 
carefully differentiated. The youth, intelligentsia and servicemen have been cho- 
sen as its main target. For example, the CIA controlled Radio Liberty and Radio 
Free Europe which in 1980 significantly broadened the amount of broadcasting to the 
socialist countries devote up to 15 percent of the broadcasting time to programs 
designed especially for the military audience. In the cloudy torrent of radio lies 
there glimmer all the strains about the “excessiveness of Soviet weapons,” the 
“democracy of the Western military organizations,” the “attractiveness of the sys- 
tem of volunteering for military service” and so forth. Speculation has not ceased 
either on the history of World War Il. In the repertory of ideological subversion 
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there certainly is no place to even mention the U.S. aggressive ware in Korea and 
Vietnam, the bloody puteches in Chile and Bolivia, on the cruel reprisal of English 
troops against the freedom fighters in Northern Ireland, about leraeli aggression 
against the Arab states and the permanent intervention of the American military into 
the affaires of many sovereign states. The violence, cruelty, drug addiction and 
raciem which infect the American Army from within are aleo carefully concealed, 


The military propaganda bodies themselves aleo endeavor to carry out a peychological 
massaging of social consciousness. In the armies of the United States, England and 
the FRG “psychological warfare” subunits have been organized and are being improved. 
These are based on special battalions and companies which are capable of carrying 
out both strategic and tactical subversive actions. These subunits are equipped 
with extensive radio and TV equipment, printing equipment and other technical de- 
vices. In the book "Passion of Vultures,” the American soc ologist T. Coffin points 
out that the Pentagon possesses an enormous propaganda machine for the political and 
moral conditioning of the personnel as well as for wagin, “psychological warfare." 
Overseas alone the U.S. troops have 250 major broadcasting stations and scores of 

TV atudios. “Alt the broadcasts of these centers, admite Coffin, “are stuffed with 
anticommuniem and morality in the American style. 


The activatine °* the “peychological warfare” weapons at present clearly reflects 
the desire of the Washington Administration and its allies to substantially shift 
the accents from peaceful coexistence between the two opposing systems which 
they were forced to accept in the 1970's to an adventuristic policy of hegemonic 
and expansion fraught with destructive consequences for the cause of universal 
peace. 


The Countering of Enemy Subversion 


In order to successfully counter the psychological pressure of our class enemy, 

it is important to observe a number of conditions. The main one is in effective 
political indoctrination with the p..sonnel of the units and the ships. This would 
not leave any opportunity for bourg> ois and Maoist propaganda for even a Limited 
success. Another condition is the unmasking and the thwarting of any ideological 
subversion. This is achieved b . good organization of propaganda work and presup- 
poses 4 knowledge of the basic strategems and methods of “psychological warfare." 
Let us mention just some of then. 


Misinformation is the most widely used method of “psychological warfare” and this 
has already been mentioned above. It consists in the intentional providing of ten- 
dentiously distorted data, information and facts to the listeners, viewers and 
readers. This usually is a half-truth or a direct lie with dosed amounts of real 
information. The degree of distorting the truth depends upon the overall level of 
information mon? the people, the acuteness of the ideological situation and the 
specific aims of t subversive body. We should point out that keeping silent 
about certain social facts and evencs is also one of the forms of misinformation. 
An analysis of the contents of the radio broadcasts and printed products designed 
for distribution in the soci.iist countries indicates that all the basic elements 
of concrete information (the nature, essence, causes and consequences of a certain 
phenomenon or process) usually are refrccted through the prism of the class inter- 
ests of imperialism. As a rule, only secundary or widely-known facts are given 











without substantial distortion as these as a whole cannot alter the tendentiously 
distorted truth, 


In the process of “psychological warfare," wide use is made of the method of dis- 
crediting etate bodies and public organizations, political measures, specific per- 
sons, theories, views and so forth, In thie manner the bourgeois specialists of 
subversive actions endeavor to compromise one or another measure, political deci- 
sion or specific social action in the eyes of public opinion. Ordinarily certain 
(from their view) shadowy, negative aspects of the object of discrediting are 
sought out, and these are then exaggerated, blown up and depicted as the essence 
or basic content of the given phenomenon. The object of discrediting is given 
knowingly falee characteristics while the widely-known positive traite are belit- 
tled and debased. Thus, in speculating on the present difficulties of fraternal 
socialist Poland, the imperialist subversiv: . are endeavoring in every possible way 
to prove that these problems were supposedly created “by the very order, by the 
existing system.” Thus our ideological enemies endeavor to discredit real social- 
ism as 4 whole and its enormous achievements and prospects. 


The so-called “barrage” method is also often used in “psychological warfare" prac- 
tices. In endeavoring to hush up 4 certain important event or at least distract 
public attention from it, the bourgeois propaganda organo ordinarily begin a noisy 
campaign over a secondary question ort around a specially fabricated measure. Thus, 
the American Administration on the eve of the Moscow Olympics endeavored to organ- 
ize “alternative games” in the United States. This “barrage operation,” like other 
anti-Olympic actions by Washington, failed ignominiously. Experience shows that 
during the daye of the holding of communist party congresses, historical jubilees 
and epoch-making victories of «eal socialiem, the imperialist “psychological war- 
fare” machine always finds a “more important” event which, naturally, has an anti- 
Soviet focus. The Western subversive centers usually prepare several variations 
of the “barrage operations” which at the necessary moment can be put into action 
(the organization of a regular anticommunist meeting, the disclosure of certain 
sensational “materials,” the holdine of “public lectures” involving various dissi- 
dents and so forth). 


In the arsenal of “psychological warfare” room has also been found for such an 
ancient means as evil-intended rumors. Put into circulation by bourgeois propagan- 
da, they are designed predominantly for ill-iaformed persons with a low level of 
political consciousness. In being disseminated, the rumors have a ndency to be 
overstated and pick up fantastic “details,” to acquire “new” data and “clarifica- 
tions” and so forth. The American manual for the “psychological warfare” subunits 
directly states that “rumors externally do not have the appearance of propaganda 
and do not have an official nature but are accepted by many people and most impor- 
tantly they are very difficult to repudiate. Having put a rumor into circulation 
one can be certain that in the next few days hundreds of involuntary helpers in 
spreading it will appear." The ideological subversives not without reason feel 
that for the broad dissemination of a specific rumor the most desirable is a phil- 
istine narrow environment as well as the presence or preparation of a certain emo- 
tional groundwork, that is, the arousing in people of feelings of uncertainty, 
alarm, the expectation of certain extraordinary events and so forth. Experience 
shows that the possibility for the appearance and spread of rumors is virtually 
excluded in a situation of high reciprocal responsibility, principledness, ideolog- 
ical maturity and political awareness of the citizens, including the servicemen. 
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Many methods of psychological influence are known. Here aleo we should mention the 
“etealing of slogans” (when an effort is made to interject a hostile content into 
existing concepts or appeals), the creation of illusory stereotypes of thinking 
(using religious preachings or the propagandizing of the irrational or mystical), 
intimidation (by dramatic announcements on supposedly inevitable disasters, hard~ 
ships, losses or catastrophes) and outright blackmail. In gnoseological terms all 
these methods are based upon a desire to distort the truth, to create a distorted 
notion of the existing reality and inculcate in people ideas and views which are 
hostile to socialiem, The "psychological warfare" organs endeavor to give their 
announcements the appearance of verisimilitude with a simultaneous “hint” of how 

a person should proceed in the given situation. how to make a choice and on what 
the decision should be based. Particular significance is given to directness. "It 
is essential to act either superquickly or not respond at all to an event,” in- 
structs the American manual on the conducting of psychological operations. In 
other words, if an event is “advantageous” for subversive propaganda, it must be 
presented quickly, in a sensational manner and in the necessary spirit; if it is 
“disadvantageous” then it is to be hushed up or attentions diverted from it. 


An analysis of the bourgeois methods of “psychological warfare" and its concrete 
contents and forus indicates that our class enemies constantly prey on the consumer 
inclinations of individual people and endeavor to torpedo our collectivist morality, 
revive nationa.istic prejudices and blunt political vigilance. A secret CIA circu- 
lir addressed to the subversive Radio Liberty and Radio Free Europe prescribes 

"to make maximum use of instances of dissatisfaction among individuals in the do- 
mestic, professional, national and cultural spheres. To cause a critical attitude 
toward official ideas and appeals and instill an interest in Western values." 


The remnants of the past and low socia: activeness are the medium on which indi- 
vidual negative traits and qualities of certain people can appear. We still en- 
counter persons, 48 was pointed out at the 25th CPSU Congress, who know our poli- 
tics and our principles but do not always follow them in practice, they do not 
struggle to realize them and take @ .o.erant attitude toward violations of the 
standards of the socialist commun.ty. Such persons say one thing and do 

another, they act one way alone ane another with people. Such dualism of conscious- 
nese can make a person susceptih’' to hostile influences, alien morals and dubious 
tastes. 


The communist conviction of an individual formed in the process of political study, 
social activity and military labor is the most reliable ideological bastion and in- 
surmountable obstacle on the path to the ideological and psychological subversion 
of the class enemy. Principled hostility to all that is hostile, alien and class 
foreign is instilled on a basis of profound conviction in the historical truth and 
rightness of communist ideas. 


Implacability to . wirgeois ideology and psychological pressure from imperialism 
and Maoism presupposes in a person the presence of clear political and class posi- 
tions based upon Marxist-Leninist views, categories and principles. The ability 
to see the real content of « .. concepts as “freedom,” “democracy” and “human 
rights” makes it possible to discarc the verbal husks of the propaganda clichés 
which are adroitly manipulated by the enemy in endeavoring to throw doubt on the 
irrefutable achievements of real sociali.s. Political vigilance is a concrete 














concept which means constant class awareness on the questions of thwry, daily 
contacts, assessments and attitudes toward the most diverse phenomena and processes 
of the modern world, 


Implacability for the enemies of socialiem is inatilled and strengthened in the 
practical activities of the individual, euch as: in the ability to defend a funda- 
mental viewpoint, the ability to separate truth from falseness, to soundly prove 
the danger of hostile fabrications and rumors and in the desire to be guided by 
class criteria in clashes with alien ideas. The rejection of all that is amoral, 
aesthetic tastelessness and vulgarity very profoundly describes the ideological 
maturity of a Soviet soldier. Implacability for any "psychological warfare" ac- 
tions by imperialism is also the ability to assert the truth about socialism, its 
achievemen*s, successes and propsects. And to assert this not only in political 
exercises but also in the process of contacts with people, in daily studies and 
service, 


Resistance to psychological pressure from the class enemy is carried out continu- 
ously, in the course of military and political studies and the social activities of 
the entire personnel. Speeches by the communist leaders directly in the subunits, 
their well-reasoned replies to questions from the men, a comparison of the bright 
facets of our way of life with the gloomy shadows of bourgeois reality, the closing 
off ot all possible channels of hostile influence and a rise in the political and 
social activeness of the personnel--all of this helps to strengthen the rebuff of 
alien ideological and psychological influences on the consciousness of our men. 
Ideological indoctrination work does not tolerate a vacuum. A weakening in it al- 
ways increases the opportunities for the spiritual subversion by the enemy. A 
rise in the offensiveness of our propaganda, a strengthening of political vigilance 
and the most profound implacability for the enemies of socialism are the best re- 
sponse to the intensification of enemy ideological activities and the “psychologi- 
cal warfare" of imperialism. 


COP\7IGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, COMMENTS 


BOOK ON ANTI-SOVIET PROPAGANDA REVIEWED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 23, Dec 80 signed to press 
19 Nov 80 pp 92-93 


[Review by Col (Ret) A. Kalachnikov of the book "Pravda o Nepravde. Kriticheskiye 
Ocherki po Imperialisticheskoy Antisovetskoy Propagande 70-kh Godov" (The Truth 
about Untruth. Critical Essays on Imperialist Anti-Soviet Propaganda in the 
1970's), by V. L. Artemov, Moscow, Politizdat, 1979, ‘270 pages, price 50 kopecks] 


[Text] For successfully resisting the subversive actions of imperialism, the 
fighters of our ideological front, the communists and all Soviet people should have 
an understanding of the particular features of anti-Soviet propaganda which is con- 
ducted by our class enemy. The book "The Truth about Untruth" is devoted to dis- 
closing these particular features which arose in the 1970's as a consequence of 

the new ideological situation in the world. Using extensive factual material the 
author has unmasked modern imperialir. propagande - its desire, under the false 
slogan of “defending human rights" to legitimize ‘— subversive purposes inter- 
ference into the internal affairs of the socialist countries. It traces how the 
methods of ideological subversion heve evolved. The tactics of "caveman" anti- 
communism which had become fully beakrupt at the end of the 1950's and called for 
the immediate destruction of the s»-ialist system have been replaced by bourgeois 
ideologists with a new concept of spreading ideas hostile to socialism under the 
guise of “nonparty,” “unprejud’: -d" and seemingly “deideologized" information. 

Here the essence of bourgeois propaganda has remained unchanged. This is malicious 
anticommunism and anti-Sovietism and the desire to conceal tie flaws of the ex- 
ploiting system, to discredit socialism and weaken its positions. 


Radio serves as the basic channel for the dissemination of anti-Soviet propaganda. 
In the 1970's (and this is convincingly shown in the book) the intensity and the 
fierceness of the radio war of the capitalist countries against the USSR has been 
systematica.ly increased, particularly recently. For example, for the American 
radio stations lone, the total broadcasting time to our nation is almost 100 
hours a day. By ucing numerous “psychological warfare" devices and methods, the 
Western “voices” endeavor to evoke a mood of mistrust and pessimism among the citi- 
zens of the socialist coun’r’*s and at the same time impose foreign views and 
morals inherent to the “Western way of life." Certainly such aims cannot be 
achieved by objective polemics. Bourgeois propaganda has neither scientific nor 
factual data to prove the "merits" of the capitalist system and refute the advan- 
tages of socialism. For this reason misinformation is its basic weapon. 
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The examples given in the book show that thie misinformation is very diverse. It 
includes the direct distortion of the sense of events and their frequent "para- 
phrasing,” the hushing up of "disadvantageous" facts for the bourgeoisie and so 
forth. The patently false and hypocritical terminology of imperialist propaganda 
also serves these purposes. The capitalist, exploiting system is termed a "free 
society." The militarization of the economy and the galloping arms race in the 
United States, England, France and West Germany are concealed behind demagogic 
chatter about the “defense of the West," as a consequence of the "military threat" 
from the Soviet Union. Although, as is well known, the USSR has not threatened 
and does not threaten a single state. 


An analysis of the contents and methods of hostile propaganda has made it possible 
for the author to conclude that the “Helsinki Spirit" has forced the bourgeois 
propagandists to shift and dodge and seek out new methods of deceit. In realizing 
that one of the main and most attractive advantages of socialism is its actual 
realization of the basic vital rights of man such as the right to labor, education, 
housing, public health, social security, to active participation in the economic, 
political and cultural life, the ideologists of imperialism have employed the tac- 
tics of “stolen slogans," having proclaimed themselves to be the "defenders of 
human rights in the socialist countries." The hypocrisy of the supporters of this 
slogan becomes apparent if one merely asks whether they are struggling for human 
rights at home or in other nonsocialist countries. By attacking the mythical 
"violations" of human rights in the Soviet Union, they are endeavoring to hush up 
the real lack of rights reigning in the capitalist world. 


Bourgeois propaganda has wagered particularly on the youth of the socialist coun- 
tries. The attempts to influence Soviet youth, as the book shows, are carried out 
under the guise of "informing" them about the living conditions of young people in 
the capitalist countries and by propagandizing the most recent scientific and 
technical achievements, modern music, advice on housekeeping, the giving of "inde- 
pendent” judgments on political and social problems primarily in the socialist 
count’ es and so forth. The Western “voices” endeavor to pervert the youth of the 
socie ist countries by such “information.” 


The subtitle of the book "Critical Essays on Imperialist Anti-Soviet Propaganda 
in the 1970's" thus restricts the researct. to this chronological framework. But 
the events occurring at present confirm that the essence of bourgeois propaganda 
has remained as before. Moreover, recently, when American imperialism has set an 
adventuristic course toward a new exacerbation of the international situation and 
to fanning war psychosis, the anti-Soviet subversive centers have beat all their 
previous records of misinformation and slander. Particular attacks and malicious 
insinuation have been directed at the legitimate and selfless aid of the USSR to 
the friendly prople of Afghanistan in defense of their freedom and independence 
from the aggression being organized by the American and Chinese hegemonists on 
Pakistani territory. In this regard Voice of America and its yes-men are dissem- 
inating such unbelievable fabrications (like the “use of toxins by the Soviet 
troops") that even certain bourgeois press organs which have not lost their sense 
of measure have been forced to reject them. 


The more ardently the anti-Soviet hysteria is fanned in the West the more fully one 
can see its evil objectives. One objective is by false accusation of the Soviet 
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Union to distract the attention of the peoples from the past, present and newly 
planned crimes of imperialism such as the U.S. military provocations against Iran 
and Afghanistan and U.S. production of evermore lethal (including chemical and 
bacteriological) weapons. 


By the entire course of research, the author logically brings the reader to the 
conclusion of the need to increase vigilance and strengthen the struggle against 
our ideological opponents. The concluding chapter of the book is devoted to this 
question, It names two basic closely interrelated groups of methods for counter- 
ing bourgeois propaganda. These are prevention and unmasking. They assume a sys- 
tematic rise in the ideological-theoretical level and the political vigiiance of 
the Soviet people and the development in them of correct notions about the most 
essential phenomena of the modern world. This creates an "immunity" against the 
influence of bourgeois propaganda. "We are not simply criticizing the enemy," 

the author writes, "but we are explaining our viewpoint and are showing why it is 
correct and how this truth is realized in the actual activities of the CPSU. Thus, 
we help to shape the ideological and political convictions of the Soviet people and 
leave no loopholes for the penetration of hostile influences." 


The position of our workers on the ideological front, the communists and Komsomol 
members is not restricted to just the denying of hostile fabrications. They must 
wage an ideclogical struggle actively and aggressively, that is, convincingly dis- 
close the truth and invincibility of communist ideas, unmask and angrily stigmatize 
the antipopulat predatory essence of imperialism and show the danger of its aggres- 
sive aspirations. 


The book of V. Artemov will be of undovbted benefit to propagandists and agitators 
in the Army and Navy in the struggle *egainst the ideological subversion of imperial- 
ism and in forming high political vigilance among the Soviet military. 
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